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Introductions & GuestsIntroductions & Guests
►►

 

City StaffCity Staff


 

Matt Reno, Project Manager, Department of Community Services (DCMatt Reno, Project Manager, Department of Community Services (DCS)S)


 

Sally Hein, Assistant Director, DCSSally Hein, Assistant Director, DCS


 

Ed Hall, Parks & Grounds Superintendant, DCSEd Hall, Parks & Grounds Superintendant, DCS


 

Nick Spurgeon, Park Operations Manager, DCSNick Spurgeon, Park Operations Manager, DCS


 

Annette Esterheld, Arts Specialist, DCSAnnette Esterheld, Arts Specialist, DCS


 

Frank Stevens, Department of PlanningFrank Stevens, Department of Planning


 

Alan Forney, Department of Public WorksAlan Forney, Department of Public Works

►►

 

City CommitteesCity Committees


 

Harlan Tucker, Community Recreation Committee (CRC)Harlan Tucker, Community Recreation Committee (CRC)


 

Leslie WoodLeslie Wood--Mummert, Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC)Mummert, Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC)

►►

 

Whitemarsh Park Master Plan ConsultantWhitemarsh Park Master Plan Consultant


 

Elisabeth Lardner, Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects, PCElisabeth Lardner, Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects, PC


 

Jacob Clark, Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects, PCJacob Clark, Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects, PC



Presentation ItemsPresentation Items

►►Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan


 
Project Development Overview, Matt RenoProject Development Overview, Matt Reno


 

Master Plan Development Presentation by Master Plan Development Presentation by 
Elisabeth Lardner of Lardner/Klein Landscape Elisabeth Lardner of Lardner/Klein Landscape 
Architects, PCArchitects, PC



Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan

►►

 

Location:Location: Whitemarsh Park is located on the Southbound Whitemarsh Park is located on the Southbound 
side of MD Rt. 3, between MD Rt. 450 and MD Rt. 50side of MD Rt. 3, between MD Rt. 450 and MD Rt. 50


 

The park is home to the Bowie Playhouse and Bowie SportFitThe park is home to the Bowie Playhouse and Bowie SportFit


 

The park offers one (1) Football game field, one (1) CombinationThe park offers one (1) Football game field, one (1) Combination 
baseball/softball field, and two (2) practice fields, as well asbaseball/softball field, and two (2) practice fields, as well as several several 
walking trails, a picnic pavilion, and campfire areawalking trails, a picnic pavilion, and campfire area

►►

 

Project OriginationProject Origination


 

Council directive during FY2010 budget preparationCouncil directive during FY2010 budget preparation
►► Council allocated $25,000 towards this projectCouncil allocated $25,000 towards this project



 

Request for Proposal was released in December 2009Request for Proposal was released in December 2009
►► Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects, PC was contracted in March 2Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects, PC was contracted in March 2010010

►►

 

Project TimelineProject Timeline


 

Master Plan preparation began in May 2010 and is expected to be Master Plan preparation began in May 2010 and is expected to be 
complete by December 31, 2010complete by December 31, 2010



Master Plan Project DevelopmentMaster Plan Project Development

►►

 

Who participated in the development of the Master Plan?Who participated in the development of the Master Plan?


 

11stst-- Identify the entities that could provide the City with the Identify the entities that could provide the City with the 
information necessary to understand the parks current level of uinformation necessary to understand the parks current level of use se 
and its projected level of use thru 2015.and its projected level of use thru 2015.



 

22ndnd-- Identify the specific individuals to represent these entities, Identify the specific individuals to represent these entities, and and 
invite them to participate on a Steering Committee that would beinvite them to participate on a Steering Committee that would be 
established for this project.established for this project.
►► Athletic Organizations Athletic Organizations (which currently use athletic fields at Whitemarsh Park)(which currently use athletic fields at Whitemarsh Park)



 

Bowie Boys & Girls Club (BBGC)Bowie Boys & Girls Club (BBGC)-- Football, Lacrosse, BaseballFootball, Lacrosse, Baseball


 

St. Pius X CYO BaseballSt. Pius X CYO Baseball


 

Grace Christian BaseballGrace Christian Baseball


 

Kickball League of BowieKickball League of Bowie
►► Other park usersOther park users



 

Bowie PlayhouseBowie Playhouse


 

Bowie SportFitBowie SportFit
►► City CommitteesCity Committees



 

Community Recreation Committee (CRC)Community Recreation Committee (CRC)


 

Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC)Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC)



Master Plan Project Development Master Plan Project Development 
(Continued)(Continued)



 

3rd3rd-- The Whitemarsh Park Master Plan Steering Committee was The Whitemarsh Park Master Plan Steering Committee was 
established.established.
►►

 

16 individuals were asked to participate on the committee and he16 individuals were asked to participate on the committee and help  develop the lp  develop the 
master plan for Whitemarsh Parkmaster plan for Whitemarsh Park


 

City Staff: Sally Hein, Ed Hall, Nick Spurgeon, Annette EsterhelCity Staff: Sally Hein, Ed Hall, Nick Spurgeon, Annette Esterheld, Frank Stevens, Alan d, Frank Stevens, Alan 
Forney, Matt RenoForney, Matt Reno



 

City Committees: Harlan Tucker (CRC); Leslie WoodCity Committees: Harlan Tucker (CRC); Leslie Wood--MummertMummert (EAC)(EAC)


 

BBGC: Gary Hahn (Lacrosse), Joe Bechtel (Baseball), Dwayne Gray BBGC: Gary Hahn (Lacrosse), Joe Bechtel (Baseball), Dwayne Gray (Football)(Football)


 

Bowie Bowie SportFitSportFit: Peter : Peter CipollaCipolla


 

Kickball League of Bowie: Mark Kickball League of Bowie: Mark VilleeVillee


 

St. Pius X CYO: Ray Smith (Baseball)St. Pius X CYO: Ray Smith (Baseball)


 

Grace Christian: Dan Grace Christian: Dan ServiServi (Baseball)(Baseball)
►►

 

Due to the size of the Committee, meeting dates and times were aDue to the size of the Committee, meeting dates and times were adjusted to djusted to 
accommodate the majorityaccommodate the majority

►►

 

Master Plan Development UpdatesMaster Plan Development Updates


 

Throughout the development of the master plan, staff maintained Throughout the development of the master plan, staff maintained a a 
““Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan”” webpage on the Citywebpage on the City’’s website to keep the s website to keep the 
public and steering committee members informed of progress and public and steering committee members informed of progress and 
decisions pertaining to the development of the plan.decisions pertaining to the development of the plan.



Whitemarsh Park Master Plan Whitemarsh Park Master Plan 

►► Master Plan PresentationMaster Plan Presentation


 
Elisabeth Lardner, Lardner/Klein Landscape Elisabeth Lardner, Lardner/Klein Landscape 
Architects, PCArchitects, PC

Item
FY2011 FY2015

1/11-6/11 7/11-12/11 1/12-6/12 7/12-12/12 1/13-6/13 7/13-12/13 1/14-6/14 7/14-12/14
NRI
Type 2 TCP
HIA
Turf Field D/E&P
Turf Field Funding
Turf Field Construction
Master Planning
Master Plan Implementation

Fiscal Year
FY2012 FY2013 FY2014

Optimal Concept Time-line



Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan

ContextContext
•• Challenging AccessChallenging Access
•• Surrounding Residential Surrounding Residential 

NeighborhoodsNeighborhoods

Park TodayPark Today
•• Active Sports CenterActive Sports Center
•• Cultural Base with PlayhouseCultural Base with Playhouse
•• Large Undeveloped Large Undeveloped 

Woodland Tract with Woodland Tract with 
Interpretive TrailsInterpretive Trails

•• Historic Site Historic Site --

 

William Plains William Plains 
HouseHouse



Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan
Why Master Plan Whitemarsh Park?

• Inadequate Parking and Access

• Athletic Field Needs

• Lack of Infrastructure

• Extensive Natural Area

• Development of Phased Capital Budget



•• Picnic PavilionsPicnic Pavilions
•• Bowie PlayhouseBowie Playhouse
•• Sport FitSport Fit
•• PlaygroundPlayground
•• Athletic FieldsAthletic Fields
•• ParkingParking
•• InterpretiveInterpretive

TrailsTrails
•• Campfire CircleCampfire Circle
•• WoodlandsWoodlands
•• Historic HouseHistoric House

Master Plan: What is there today?
Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan



Conduct 
Research 

Site
Analysis

Conduct 
Research 

Site
Analysis

Development of
Opportunities 

and Constraints
Assessment
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Development 
of Master Plan 
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Development 
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Steering 
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Steering 
Committee 
Meeting #2

Initial Projects 
Identified to 

Move Forward

Initial Projects 
Identified to 

Move Forward

Project
Construction

Project
Construction

New and 
Renovated 

Facilities
Open to Public

New and 
Renovated 

Facilities
Open to Public

Development 
of Concept 
Alternatives

Development 
of Concept 
Alternatives

Tonight’s 
Meeting
Tonight’s 
Meeting

Community 
Meeting

December  2010

Community 
Meeting

December  2010

Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan
Project Process

Steering 
Committee 
Meeting #1 

Kick-off 
Meeting

Steering 
Committee 
Meeting #1 

Kick-off 
Meeting

Steering 
Committee 
Meeting #3
Late June

Steering 
Committee 
Meeting #3
Late June

Steering 
Committee 
Meeting #4
Late July

Steering 
Committee 
Meeting #4
Late July

City Council 
Presentation 

and Work Session
November, 2010

City Council 
Presentation 

and Work Session
November, 2010

City Council 
Adopts 

Master Plan

City Council 
Adopts 

Master Plan



Master Plan: Users Needs
Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan
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Whitemarsh Master Plan

DRAFT    
5/21/2010

Number of 
Teams

Number of 
Players per 
Team

Practice 
Days

Practice 
Length/Tim
e of Day

Number of 
Teams 
Simultan. 
Practice

Number of 
Teams 
Simultan.Pl
ay

Length of 
Game

Number of 
Games per 
Week

Game Time 
Period

Parking 
space needs 
for practice

Parking 
space needs 
for games

2010 
Program

2015 
Program

2020 
Program

Storage 
Needs

Shared 
Field/Field 
preference

Season of 
Play Other 

Field Type 
preference 
or issues

Source of 
Info

Kickball 36 18 aver. 4 50 min. 16
6:30 PM-
10:00 PM 400 48 50

contractor 
box

Softball field 
exact match; 
can use 
soccer; prefer 
syn turf

Mark Villee, 
Kickball 
League of 
Bowie, email 
dated 
5/18/10

Lacrosse 12

12-25/team; 
total players 
is about 200

each night - 
four nights 
per week: 
assume 

M,T,W,Th?
1.5 hour - 
time slot? 3 15-25 30-45 300-400 400-500

No need if 
shed on RT. 
450 remains

Concession 
facility; 
Scoreboard; 
Desire a 40' 
cinderblock 
wall 15' - 20' 
high to be 
used for wall-
bat training 
like the one 
at Cardinal 
Field in 
Crofton 

Synthetic turf 
which allow 
shared 
playing time 
w/football 
and year 
round use; 
Natural grass 
fin is 
available 
from Feb 
through June

Gary Hahn, 
Bowie Boys 
Lacrosse 
Commissioner
, email dated 
5/7/10

BBGC 
Baseball; 
Joe Bechtel 
source

41: not clear 
how many 

are at 
Whitemarsh

12 -16 
average

average 2 
hours w/ 1.5 
hour for T-

ball

average 2 
hours w/1.5 
hour for T-

ball
10-13 

timeframe?
20-28 - 

timeframe? 513 650 750

7-8 teams 
play year 
round - at 
WM?; Tryouts 
in Feb 
w/spring 
season 
ending early 
July; fall 
tryouts Aug, 
play through 
Oct

Field 
shortage is 
50' mound 
and 70' base 
fields w/250' 
fenceline; 
concession 
stand for Sat 
games would 
be great; 
First concern 
is for 50'/70' 
grass 
bbfields, 
additional 
46'/60 
skinned 
infields

fix ext fields - 
backstop, 
load of dirt, 
broken 
benches and 
groom 
infields

Joe Bechtel; 
BBGC- 
Baseball

BBGC 
Baseball; 
Paul Meador 
- numbers 
for 
WHITEMAR
SH current 
use only

Limited 
permit at 

WM: 14U full 
use; need 
more field 

time at WM; 
1 team 

currently 
playing at 

WM w/three 
organized 
events per 

week

13 players 
(deduced 
from 14U 
figure)

Monday,  
Wednesday, 
Saturday, 
Sunday 
morning 

Monday and 
Wednesday 
6:00 pm - 
8:30 PM; 

Saturday 9AM-
3PM - DO 
OTHER 

GAMES GET 
SCHEDULED?

; Sunday 
morning - not 

used
1 team w/1 

field 1 unknown unknown unknown
13 members 
on 14U team

demand will 
increase for 
70' and 90' 
fields from 

2012 onward

Permit for 
WM runs 
from May 1 - 
June 30

Paul Meador, 
email dated 
5/19/10

BBGC 
Football 15 + 3 Flag 26

120 (time 
period?) M-Th

200 (time 
period) Sat. 375 425

1) Usable 
field space (2 
full game 
fields); 2) reg 
fields have 
designated 
spec stands 
with 
separation 
apparatus; 3) 
centralized 
concession 
and 
bathroom; 4) 
Press 
box/scoreboa
rd w/storage 
for field 
items; 5) 
designated 
parking area

Synthetic on 
game fields; 
w/one natural 
turf field

Jayson 
Craddock, 
BBGC 
Football, 
email dated 
5/19/10

Whitemarsh Master Plan
DRAFT    
5/21/2010 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend

Sport 
overlap

Source of 
Info

Sept 14-18 236 248 209 230 146 Football
Pete Cipolla; 
Sport Fit

Oct 12-16 218 249 231 225 129 Football  
Jan 4-8 330 294 255 235 131  

Apr 5-7 235 296 233 216 150
Lacrosse? 
Kickball?  

Lease runs 
to 2035 
w/option 
for 
additional 2 
10 year 
periods    

Bowie Environmental Advisory Committee Comments

• Tree clearing kept to a minimum, for parking, access roads and additional fields

• Concerned about an entrance from the S section that would require clearing forest

• Look at feasibility of a parking garage, partially paid for by Sport Fit

• Does Sport Fit lease require City to provide for parking, in light with expanding 
membership

• An environmental assessment should be part of feasibility study of proposed access 
road(s)

• Use pervious pavement, pavers, asphalt, etc. 

• Replace missing trail signs and update images with more pictures

• Add trail maps at main access points and within the trail system

• Develop restoration plan for the stream and its watershed with storm water 
management

• Develop invasive species management plan 

• Remove dead trees adjacent to trails for safety reasons

Separate, 
• Locate playground/tot lot be in the shade

Steering Committee Members:

• Bowie Boys & Girls Club

•Lacrosse

•Baseball

•Football

•St Pius CYO

•Grace Christian

•Kickball League of Bowie

•Bowie SportFit

•City of Bowie CRC

•City of Bowie EAC

•City staff



I
S
S
U
E
S    

&

O
P
P
O
R
T
U
N
I
T
I
E
S

Master Plan: What did we have to work with?
Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan



Program ElementsProgram Elements Concept AConcept A Concept BConcept B Council Work Council Work 
Session ConceptSession Concept

Working ConceptWorking Concept

Natural Resources
•Forest Cover impacted
•Stream restoration 
•Avoidance of steep slopes for construction
•FSD required before site plan acceptance

4.3 acres4.3 acres 9.7 acres9.7 acres 3.4 acres3.4 acres 3.7 acres3.7 acres

Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan
Master Plan: Forest Cover

Existing Conditions Work Session Concept Working Concept



Program ElementsProgram Elements Existing Existing 
ConditionsConditions

Concept AConcept A Concept BConcept B Council Work Council Work 
Session ConceptSession Concept

Working ConceptWorking Concept

Storm water Management
•Storm water surface treated (no underground tanks) with wet swales, 
sheet flow and bio-retention within parking areas and adjacent to 
athletic fields
•BMP’s located adjacent to disturbed area(s)

XX XX XX XX

Cultural Resources
•No encroachment on the Williams Plains residence and 5+/- acres 
Archeological assessment likely

XX XX XX xx
Circulation and Parking

•Additional vehicular access point – one Concept is from the south; 
one Concept is from the west
•Pedestrian access points remain the same

562562 625625 625625 670670 670670

Restrooms
•Alternatives both provide permanent restrooms on site – one a 
single, centrally located facility and the other two smaller separated 
facilities

00 11-- (8)(8) 2 2 -- (4)(4) 11-- (8)(8) 11-- (8)(8)

Field Lighting
•All fields shown as lighted fields XX XX XX XX XX

Picnic Pavilions
•Two picnic pavilions shown in both concepts, one relocated in each 
concept

22 22 22 22 22

Bowie Playhouse
•50 Additional parking spaces located in closer proximity to 
Playhouse in Concept A; 48 additional spaces located in closer 
proximity in Concept B

4 HC4 HC 5454 5252 102102 102102

Sport Fit
•Additional parking adjacent to the facility is provided along entry 
drive in Concept A
•Sport Fit proposed tennis courts shown in each Concept Alternative

179179 7777 7777



Program ElementsProgram Elements Existing Existing 
ConditionsConditions

Concept AConcept A Concept BConcept B Work Session Work Session 
w/ City w/ City 
Council Council 
ConceptConcept

Working ConceptWorking Concept

Playground
•Playground separated into sub play areas, allowing age/equipment 
separation, while remaining adjacent to each other

1 1 (adj to 
Game Field)

1 (west of 
new 
rectangular 
field)

22 22

Trails
•Existing trails to remain

Campfire Circle Near 
Playhouse

Near Playhouse Relocate near 
western 
pavilion

Relocate near 
western 
pavilion

Relocate near western 
pavilion

Athletic Fields
•2 full sized rectangular fields – 1 synthetic, 1 natural turf sized to 
accommodate Women’s Lacrosse and Football in both Concepts A 
and B
•1/2 size practice field remains in Concept B
•1 additional full-sized rectangular field provided in Concept B
•1 triangle field shown in Concept B; replaced by two rectangular 
fields that could be unlined and used for multiple activities in Concept 
A – HOWEVER, the two rectangular fields consume the space of the 
one triangular field so is interchangeable

1 natural 
turf game 
field; .5 + .5 
natural turf 
practice 
fields; 1/2 
bball court; 
1 baseball 
field

1 synthetic turf 
game field; 1 
natural turf 
game field; 2 
natural turf 
practice fields; 
2 bball courts

1 synthetic turf 
game field; 1 
natural turf 
game field; 1.5 
natural turf 
practice fields; 
baseball field 
remains

1 synthetic turf 
game field; 1 
natural turf 
game field; 
open grass area

1 synthetic turf game 
field; 1 natural turf 
game field; open grass 
area expanded to 
accommodate 2 game 
fields

Concessions
•Centralized; shown in different locations in Concept A vs. B

00 11 11 11 11

Press box
•Located adjacent to centrally located restroom in Concept B; under 
bleachers in Concept A

00 11 11 11 11

Scoreboard 11 22 22 11 11
Storage Facilities

•Storage for field items tied to press box under bleachers in Concept 
A; expansion of existing storage location in Concept B

11 11 11 11 22



Master Plan: Concept Alternates on Existing ConditionsMaster Plan: Concept Alternates on Existing Conditions
Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan



Master Plan: Concept A
Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan



Master Plan: Concept B
Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan



Master Plan: Concept Alternates
Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan



Master Plan: Concept as Presented to City Council
Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan

Caution
• Draft Concept 

does NOT 
allow for the 
expansion of 
current 
athletic 
activities or 
programming 
due to access 
and parking 
limitations



Master Plan: Suggested Changes
Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan

Changes
• Storage   

Shed

• Slight 
expansion 
of athletic 
fields

• Trail 
connector 
between 
SportFit 
and existing 
network of 
trails

• Parking / 
Buffer



QuestionsQuestions

►►This concludes our presentation.  Staff and This concludes our presentation.  Staff and 
the Citythe City’’s Consultant would be happy to s Consultant would be happy to 
answer any questions you may have at this answer any questions you may have at this 
time regarding the Whitemarsh Park Master time regarding the Whitemarsh Park Master 
Plan.Plan.



Written Comments

Matt Reno
Project Manager
Department of Community Services
City of Bowie
2614 Kenhill Drive
Bowie, MD 20715

Email Comments

mreno@cityofbowie.org

Comments must be 
received by the  

close-of-business on 
December 17, 2010 

Comments must be 
received by the  

close-of-business on 
December 17, 2010

Master Plan: Issues and OpportunitiesMaster Plan: Issues and Opportunities
Whitemarsh ParkWhitemarsh ParkWhitemarsh ParkWhitemarsh Park
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