





THE CITY OF
A ———

OWIE

P
MARYLAND

:] County Precincts
Legislative District Suggestion
District

23A

23B

SUGGESTED

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS

DISTRICT PT(%%’IA?ID(;TN WHITE BLACK ALL OTHER
23A 82,859 29,880 | 43,778 9201
23B 35,382 4,767 28,652 1,963
Total 118,241 34,647 | 72,430 11,164

suggested districts and are subject to verification.

Population figures derived from 2010 Adjusted Block level shapefile
downloaded through State of Maryland, calculations based on the

Created January 2012,
provided by City of Bowie

IT Department. Data provided
is suggested and not actual.
LegislativeSimplifiedSuggested




Ms. Linda C. Janey
Assistant Secretary of Communications
Maryland Department of Planning

Dear Ms. Janey,

As a resident of Bowie, since 1961 and a former state delegate, who represented the 23rd District in the
General Assembly for 24 years, until the 2000 Redistricting Commission and the court forced the three
incumbents into two seats, | take great umbrage at the new division proposed by the Commission of my
wonderful City. While | lost that 2002 election, at that time | joined with the City in supporting the division of
District 23 into two subdistricts to increase minority participation in the electoral process. That 2000 goal has
more than been achieved, as District 23 is almost 70% majority minority population today.

Bowie is a uniquely integrated, and diverse community, politically, culturally and spiritually, and we happily
happily live our lives here. We are a united multi-cultural citizenry, many of whom volunteer on the City( /s
Advisory Committees, and all other aspects of spiritual, social, educational, civic, political and recreational
life of our community This is what makes Bowie the great city it is. Our City is strong because we are united
in our community of interests, very involved, ethnically diverse and color-blind. | suggest that to divide us as
your Redistricting Plan does, would do us great harm. It would weaken us, dilute our community efforts, our
civic pride and create real tensions where there appear to be none now.

The Governor and the Lt. Governor will remember that Bowie enjoyed the highest voting turnout in the State
of Maryland in Early voting in the last Primary election and it was no accident. Indeed the Governor chose to
have his final rally after the Early Primary Voting in front of the Bowie Library to acknowledge this
accomplishment. The cohesiveness and community spirit embodied in our local elected officials(]
participation made that happen.

Bowie prides itself on its economic development, its civic accomplishments, its community amenities, its
environmental benchmarks, as well as its very family friendly culture. Bowie has proven to be a singularly
unique community where many of its young people, raised here, come back as parents, to raise their own
children here because of the community- cohesiveness and the amenities the city provides. Bowie is a
terrific community where | raised and educated my own four children.

It seem more than appropriate to reunite the 23rd District, as the Commission Chair has lauded its own
efforts to reunite many towns and municipalities across the state. We find it inexplicable that Bowie appears
seems to be the only municipality so divided with no compelling justification. The parties that originally
apparently sought this division | am told have called for the “line to be lifted”. There seems to be no real
value to any group nor compelling need to divide this diverse and family friendly community into separate
voting districts.

| urge you to delete the arbitrary division of District 23 by making us “whole “ again as it was in 1978 when |
first ran for the House of Delegates. Please eliminate subdistricts 23A and 23B and unite the City once again
into a single district with three at large delegates. This seems to be a most easy simple solution and would
not appear to have a deleterious effect on any other districts. Reuniting Bowie in one Legislative District is of
the greatest importance to the citizens of Bowie, many of whom have registered their opposition to the
Commissionls Plan. They and | see this as a common sense and reasonable solution.

| would strongly urge your support for this position.

Yours truly,

Joan B. Pitkin
Former State Delegate 23rd District



