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COUNCIL Kevin W. Conroy € Jack D). Jenkins € lames 1., Marcos ¢ 13, Michae} Lyles ¢ Todd M. Turner

City of Bowie

2614 Kenhill Drive

Bowie, Maryland 20715
MEMORANDUM
TO: City Councivl
FROM: _David J. Deuts#t,{{"ify Manager
. SUBJECT: US 301/MD 197 Interchange
Project Planning Study
DATE: May 30, 2007

On November 18, 2002 and January 6, 2003 the City Council held public hearings on
proposed interchange designs for US 301/MD 197. Several alternatives were reviewed, includin g
Alternative 2, Alternative 2 Modified, Alternative SA and Alternative 5B. Both City staff and the
Greater Bowie Chamber of Commerce recommended that Council support Alternative 5. At the
conclusion of the hearing, the City Council decided to send a position statement to the State

Highway Administration (SHA) expressing the City’s concerns with the intensity of the four
proposed design solutions.

Council further reviewed the interchange options for US 301/MD 197 approximately two
(2) years ago, in March 2005. At that time, Project Manager Chris Weber of the Maryland State
Highway Administration presented several alternates and discussed Council's concerns about the
original project being too expansive and costly. Since 2005, SHA staff has been examining
various aspects of the interchange design and have worked to refine the "Alternative 2 with
Roundabouts" option, adding bridges at Governor Bridge Road and Excalibur Road.

In November 2006, SHA Administrator Neil Pedersen determined that the "Alternative 2
With Roundabouts" is the Preferred Alternative for the interchange design. All other options
have been ruled out due to excessive cost or other complicating factors. On March 19, 2007 the
current SHA Project Manager, Felicia Alexander, briefed Council on the status of the project.
The two (2) alternatives retained are the No-Build Alternate (previously deemed unacceptable by
Council) and "Alternative 2 With Roundabouts". At this point, SHA is considering the
Roundabout option the only feasible candidate for future construction. SHA has been
aggressively publicizing the remaining option with community associations and business groups.
A Public Information Workshop was held at City Hall on May 9, 2007. Conclusion of the project

planning stage would occur when the Administrator selects an alternative to forward to the
Federal Highway Administration.

Council raised a number of concerns about the project at the March 19, 2007 briefing.
These concerns included:
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the need to minimize impact on individual properties;

the need to accelerate the timeframe for construction;
providing adequate access to and from Governor Bridge Road;
minimizing impacts on retail businesses;

addressing the potential for congestion in the weave areas, espec:ally north of Governor
Bridge Road;

the need to avoid backups onto local streets and prevent speedmg on C/D roads; and
o the need for an effective sign package

The Roundabout option has many attractive attributes, including a much lower cost as
well as the ability to meet access control objectives and be constructed in stages. At almost all
locations, acceptable traffic levels-of-service will be maintained through the design year of 2030.
Based on these factors, staff recommends the City Council support "Alternative 2 With
Roundabouts" and request that SHA staff continue examining solutions to the issues identified at
the March 19, 2007 briefing. It is further recommended that the attached position letter be sent to
Administrator Pedersen.

Attachment




City of Bowie
2614 Kenhill Drive '
Bowie, Maryland 207 15

DRAFT
June 5, 2007

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Administrator
Maryland State Highway Administration
707 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

RE:  US 301/MD 197 Interchange Design
Alternative 2 With Roundabouts

Dear Administrator Pedersen:

On Monday, March 19, 2007 the Bowie City Council received a briefing from your staff
on the Preferred Alternative for the US 301/MD 197 interchange known as "Alternative 2 With
Roundabouts”. The March 19th meeting was the latest of several City Council meetings devoted
to the proposed interchange design. Since as early as 2003, the City Council has urged your
agency to consider options to the alternatives presented at the November 2002 Location/Design
Public Hearing. The City Council also concluded that the "No Build" option is not realistic.
Following worksessions held during 2004 and 2005, the City Council sent a letter to then-Project

Manager Christopher Weber encouraging the further development of the "Alternative 2 With
Roundabouts" option. ‘

The City Council conducted a public hearing on "Alternative 2 With Roundabouts" on
June 4, 2007. 1t is the City Council's understanding that, as preliminary engineering plans have
evolved for the interchange, the "Alternative #2 With Roundabouts" option is the only viable
option remaining. This option has many attractive attributes, including a much lower cost as well
as the ability to meet access control objectives and be constructed in stages. At almost all
locations, acceptable traffic levels-of-service will be maintained through the design year of 2030.
Based on these factors, the City Council supports "Alternate 2 With Roundabouts" and
encourages you to place this project on a fast track to complete project planning and subsequently
to move it into design and construction. We also ask that you work to address all of the City
Council concerns provided at the March 19th project briefing as the project moves forward.

The City greatly appreciates the outreach and consideration your planning staff has

provided us during the years of project development. We look forward to continuing this positive
relationship into the next steps ahead.

Sincerely,

Bowie City Council
G. Frederick Robinson
Mayor

MAYOR G. Frederick Robinson = MAYOR PRO TEM Dennis Brady
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Letter to Neil J. Pedersen re: US 301/MD 197

Enclosures

cc:

The Honorable Douglas J.J. Peters, State Senator

- The Honorable James Hubbard, State Delegate

The Honorable Marvin Holmes, State Delegate
The Honorable Gerron Levi, State Delegate
M:s. Felicia Alexander, SHA Project Manager
Mr. Darrell Mobley, SHA District 3 Engineer
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