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L Back2round

Each year the City Council conducts an overview oftbe State s Consolidated
Transportation Program CTP and County Capital Improvement Program CIP for the purposesofestablishing the City s Transportation Priority Listing The City s priorities are corrununicated
to State and County officials as early input to the next year s budget cycle Copies oflast year s
letters to the State and County are provided as Attachments 1 and 2

A typical project in the CTP will go through four distinct stages as noted below Not
all activities for each project may be funded at the same time Some projects are funded for the
first activity but then left dormant for various reasons The levels ofactivity or stages atypicalproject goes through are

Proiect Planninlwhich is a twostep process The first part ofProject Planning is
the delineation ofa project s limits and identification ofthose agencies whose
participation will be necessary in the project The second step is to determine
necessary improvements which may be required for construction ofa project such as

identifying various activities like rightof way acquisition or wetlands mitigationwhich must be carried out and determining such design aspects ofa project as the
required number oflanes or whether noise barriers will be required
Desilm and Engineeringwhich is where the actual details of such factors as how
much fill may be needed where the various utilities will be located ie

underground versus overhead etc are determined

Rightof Way Acquisition which is where SHA actually negotiates with land owners
to obtain whatever land is needed to construct the project and

Construction which is the final activity where themad or improvement is actuallyconstructed

It should be noted that some ofthe four stages ofa project might occur simultaneously It
is not uncommon for planning and engineering planning and right ofway acquisition engineeringand right ofway acquisition or in some cases construction and right of way acquisition to takeplace at the same time For very large projects phasing is also common with different action
taking place in the different phases
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IT State Traosoortation Proiects

Attachment 3 is a listing of State transportation projects in the Bowie area These
projects are summarized below by category

A Construction Projects
1 MD 450 Bridge Replacement over CSX Railroad completed

B RiclItof Way Acauisition Proiects
1 US 301 South Corridor

C Design and Engineering Proiects
1 MD 450 from Stonybrook Drive to west ofMD 3

D Proiect Planning
1 US 301MD 197 interchange
2 MD 3 from MD450 to Anne Arundel County line
3 MD 197 from US 5010 MD 450 Relocated

Consistent with past policy the City should continue to support the projects shown in the
CTP as well as the following actions

1 Move MD 450 from Stonybrook Drive to west ofMD 3 from Design and Engineering to
Rightof Way and Construction Projects

2 Move MD 3 from MD 450 to Anne Arondel County line from Project Planning to Design and
Engineering Projects
3 Add a new project MD 564 traffic calming improvements and sidewalk retrofits to Design and
Engineering
4 Add a new project US Route 50 interChange at MD 193 to Project Planning
5 Add a new project US Route 50 Trumpet Interchange at the Maryland Science and Technology
Center MSTC to Project Planning
6 Add a new project US 301 between Exca1ibur Drive and MD214 and US 301 northbound
between Leeland Road and MD 214 to Project Planning
7 Add a new project anew roadway connecting MD 197 near Bowie State University with MD 3
in Anne Arundel County to Project Planning
8 Add anew project US 50 ramps to Governor Bridge Road at the US 50 301 and MD 3
interchange to Project PIaBBiog

The letter sent to the State also included numerous projects described as Other SHA
Projects Some ofthese projects have been completed or have been elevated in priority on the
City s listing These projects address safety issues andor enhance the appearance and accessibilityofthe transportation system including

1 MD 197 North Median from MD450 north to Rockfedge Elementary School
2 MD 197 South Median from US 50 to US 301
3 WE A Bridge over the Patuxent River
4 Old Town BowielMD 564 traffic safety improvements elevated to Project Planning
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5 Sidewalks along lllr Street MD 564 in Old Town Bowie elevated toProject
Planning

6 Sidewalks along Hall Road
7 Deceleration lane on MD 197 at Holiday Lane
8 Lengthening the northbound left turn lane on US 30J at Mitchelville Road

completed
9 MD214 Jennings MillDrive intersection completed
10 Opticon devices partially completed
1 J Speed enforcement cameras

The following additional projects have been funded by SHA

J2 MD 450 noise wall east ofMoylan Drive
13 MD 564 Retrofit sidewalk at Amtrak bridge
14 MD 564 9th Street Retrofit sidewalk east ofMaple Avenue
15 US 301IMill Branch Road intersection capacity improvement

A general community consensus was previously achieved on both Route 197 Median
landscaping projects These projects are awaiting State funding through the Community Safety
and EnhancementsProgram fonnerly the Neighborhood Conservation Program Support for a
new bridge over the Patuxent River for the WB A continues as staff works with local trail

groups including those from Anne Arundel County Completion ofthis connection is also
recommended in the Citywide Trails Plan Opticon devices have been installed on US 301 and MD
3 and on MD450 between Superior Lane and MD 197 The remaining location on MD 450 is at
Race Track Road With the full funding ofa County library on Hall Road the City should expandits request faT sidewalks to include roadway widening and curb and gutter for the entire State
maintained section between MD 214 and the CSX railroad tracks

Recommendation State TransDortation Proiects It is recommended that the City Council
reiterate its support for the projects contained in the October 2006 letter to the State of
Maryland s Transportation Secretary with the addition ofthe specific recommendations
described above

ill COUDty Transportation Proiects

Attachment 4identifies County transportation projects as they appear in the County
CIP Note that design and engineering and planning categories are combined for County CIP
projects The County projects in the Bowiearea are summarized beJow by category

A Construction Projects
1 Bridge Replacement Race Track Road completed

B DesignEngineerinldRilht ofWav ACQuisitionIPlanning

L Bridge Replacement Chestnut Avenue
2 Church Road Improvements
3 Governor Bridge Road
4 High Bridge Road
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5 Maryland 197
6 Mount Oak RoadChurch RoadIWoodmore Road Intersection
7 US Route 301 improvements south ofMD 214
8 Queen s Court Improvements
9 Horsepen Branch Pumping Station Trail Facility

One project previously recommended by the City is now contained within the County s

CIP document Church Road However other projects have not been included e g Woodmore
Road Mount Oak Road Old Stage Road and one was deleted from the County CIP Race Track
Road Staff is recommending that all of these projects be included again in the City letter The
following additions and changes are recommended for County capital programs

TraiVSidewalk Proiects
1 Pursuant to the adopted Citywide Trails Plan request MNCPPC funding of a trail link

between MD 214 Central Avenue and the Woodmore Highlands subdivision using the
former A44 right ofway This project should be added to the Planning Projects
category

2 Add a project to construct a new pedestrian bridge overMD 214 in accordance with the

Citywide Trails Plan to Planning Projects

3 Pursuant to the approved Bowie and Vicinity Master Plan request MNCPPC funding ofa

trail link along the vacant Railroad Avenue rightof way between Old Town Bowie and
the MARC commuter rail station at Bowie State University This project should be added
to the PlaDDing Projects category

4 Pursuant to the Walkable Communities Strategy for Old Town Bowie add a CIP project
to evaluate sidewalk retrofit construction on Old Laurel Bowie Road Chestnut Avenue
and Duckettown Road The Chestnut Avenue project should connect Old Town Bowie to
the northern limit of the High Bridge Road CIP project which terminates at Fletchertown
Road This project should be added to the Planning Projects category

5 Add a project to replace the existing bridge over the Patuxent River on Governor Bridge
Road to Planning Projects

6 Add a project to rehabilitate the existing asphalt hiker biker trail along Race Track Road
to the Construction Projects category

RoadProiects

7 Reinstate both the Mount Oak Road and Woodmore Road projects described in prior
yearCounty CIP documents as Construction Projects with the same construction
timetable as the WoodmorelMount OakChurch Road intersection project

8 Reinstate the Race Track Road CIP project with an emphasis on traffic calming
solutions as a Construction Project

9 Add Church Road from Leeiand Road to 1IID450 to Construction and Rigbtof Way
Acquisition Projects including funding for planningdesign and engineering
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10 Add Old Stage Road as aConstruction Project

11 Add a project to install sidewalks curb and gutter and roadway widening on the County
maintained portion ofHall Road between MD2I4 and the CSX railroad tracks as a

Construction Project

Recommendation County Transoortation Proiects Consistent with past policy the City should
support the projects shown in the eIP with the changes and additions noted above
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City of Bowie
2614 KenhiL rjnn
Bowit MarYlanu 2H715

OClober 25 1006

The Honorable Robert L Flanagan
Secretary
Maryland Department ofTrmsporta Wll

710 Corporate Center Dnve
Hanover Maryland 21076

RE FY 2007 2012 Consolidated TransportalJOIl Program ICTPi
City Council Tramportation Pnoriry llS

Dear Secretary Flanagan

The City Council has reviewed the draft State Consolidated Transportation Prognll11l CTP andWt wIsh to provide several recorrunendatlOns fOr your consid ratjoFnst let mesay that the CltCutlnel
gr ally appreciates the State s continumg comnlltmenllo Improvement MD 450 includjng thereconslTllction of the old MD 450 bridge over the CSX railroad tr cks We look forward in the comingvear to lecelVing full construction funding for the remaming segment between Stonybrook Dnve and MD3 which is approximately 50 designed Completion of the long awaited upgrade in the BOWie Mainstn etarea and tlw COT idol 0 its east will prOVide much needed traffic carrymg capacity lnd will also Ieally1l1crea e safety

The City s mmsportalion prioritles are ess nually the Sllme as In previous years Thr umpktJODof MD 450 noted abovand the urgently needed reconstrUCtlOll ofMD 197 between Kenhill DllW andRdocated Route 450 are the two 2 major concerns of the City Council We ask that you do whatevej is
poslble to accelerate these very critical projecb

We WIsh to gIVe you Ollr reasoning andJustificiltlon for the two hlgbest prjorjtv prljecr thM mot such HaJ importance fa the Cay

MD 450 Line 10 of the draft Prince Gears Countv CTPl Among the City s hi llesltrunsportatlOll priofllles are the land acquiSItion de llgn and engmeering lnd constJ uction 01 the segl11t 11l 01MD 450 between Stonybrook Ollve and west of MD rr IS essential tha t this laneI segmtll of MD 450v11h Illcludes the BOWIe Mamstreet commerci lJ arel con inUe5 10 be fully funded for lnnd lcqUlsitionrlesJgn tlnd ellfineenng ConstructIOn funding should be programmed m e11 1 of the next CTP toconespond WIth the completIon of engmeering plans next year

MD 197 Line 27 TIllS prolect conSISts oflmproving the segment ofMD 197 between Kenhi1JDrive and Relocated MD 450 tol four Jme divided TOldway Prince George s COUnty has rrulde tl115pro eel a very high prtority as eVidenced by the County including S million m this year s budget to beiClllstudlefOI improvements 1 MD 197 As you knov the existin two lane section is severely cOllgested inthe morning and evenlllg peak periods In addltlOn there are cOlltinuing concerns vOlced hy reSl dents aboutpedestnan safety and acces from the Side strens The lack of roadway capaCiTY has resul1ed in e elm reasing 1Ilversian aftraftk from Ml 197 onto the Citys locstreet system

The City Council believes that MD 197 should be designed to 1CCOI11D1odate il maximum offouhllles Except where added widtl1 is needed at interoeCtlons a commuou 8 to 12 foot median should mnbetween the northbound and soutbbotmd lanes ofMD 197 between the mtersection ofMD Ruute 197 JtllTulip Gro e Dril e Jlld tilt imerscllOll Dfl1D 19 and Lerner Pbre The llignmenr 0fthe J lld shuuld be

L
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configured for minimal roadbed and minimum dlsturbl1nce offoliage on both sides ofthe new roadway 111e

project should nlllinrnin z hiker biker trail on the east side ofthe road Safe pedestrian crossmg from the Long
Ridge Section to Foxhill Park is also a goal

For your information we would like to hIghlight the transportation projects found in the current

CTP that will serve curaTea

Construction Projects

1 MD Route 450 from MD 193 to Stonybrook Drive Line 10 of current CTPl Construction

substantially completed This $38 million project consists of the constrUction ofa divided road
with four through lanes and varymg numbers ofturn lanes to serve the intersections with the
various streets along this segment Included in this project is a very substantial landscaping plan
that features sh1ide and ornamental trees shrubbery seasonal flora and use ofbrick in the design
of medians Crosswalks and other pedestrian areas will be given special treatment to make drivers
aware that they are approaching a special location The City is currently working with SHA s

District 3 office to complete details related to maintenance of amenities and landscaping
prior tl acceptance

2 MD 450 Bridl e over CSX Railroad Line 10 This $6 3 million project will replace the eXIsting
bridge over the CSX railroad tracks and will include wide shoulders to accommodate bicycles and

pedestrians The existing bridge is deteriorated and has substandard vertical and horizontal
clearances This project is under construction with an anticipated completion date of Fall
2006 This new project will result in an improved connection to the West Bowie Village
commercial district

Right of Wav Acquisition Proiects

us 301 South Corridor Transportation Study Line 21 This is a multi modal corridor study to

consider highway transit improvements from south of La Plata to US 301 50 interchange in

Bowie The study includes preparing the appropriate environmental analyses for recommended
alternatives The study is being coordinated with other studtes to identify shortlong range transit
alternatives Bicycle and pedestrian access will be induded in the study Right of way
acquisition funding levels should be sustained and supplemented if possible There are

several strategically located properties in the US 301IMD 197 area that should be acquired
immediately One of these properties known as the Charles Carroll subdivision located in
the southwest quadrant of the intersection is now proposed or a car wash and lubriclltion

facility During the recent review of a Preliminary Plan of subdivision for the proper
SHA indicated its desire to purchase this 2 acre parcel within the next year Since this

property would be needed for any of the interchange scenarios currently proposed and
because development appears to be imminent we strongly recommend State acquisition of
the Charles Carroll properas soon as possible

Design and Engineering Proiects

MD 450 from Stonvbrook Drive to MD 3 Lme 30 As mentioned above this project consists of

design and engineenng to upgrade the section of MD 450 from a point approximately 1 oon feel
east oflts mtersection with SronyblOokDrIVe to MD 3 to a dIVided highway with fOllr rhrough
lanes of traffic Traffic volumes are expected to grow by approxmutely 128 from 25 800
vehJ Jes ofaverag e daily traffic ADT in 2004 to 58 850 ADT in 2030 Project Planning was

completed in 1989 an overall design was approved in 2005 and detailed civil engineering
work is now underwa The City recommends that right of way and construction funding
be programmed in the up oming CTP This project Is one of the City s hvo 2 highest
priorities
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Project PlanOlng

1 US 301fMD 197 interc hange Line 24 This project involves a study to upgrade and widen US
Route 301 from north ofMount Oak Road to US 50 2 0 mIles and MD 197 from US 301 to
Mltchellville Road 0 3 miles Improvements are needed to acc onunodate the existmg and
projected high volumes oftraffic generated by continuing growth along the US 3D corridor and toaddress existing safety problems Funding fot project planning should be retained this iiscal
year m thatdesign solutions can continue to be evaluated In addition advanced right of wayacquisition should occur where it is prudent to do so see Right of Way Acquisition Projectsabove

2 MD 3 Line 17l This project consists ofa study to upgrade MD 3 from US 50 to MD 32 8 89
miles to address safety and capacity concerns The project would lmprove safety 21ld relieve
traffic congestion in this heavily traveled corridor In 2004 the annual average daily traffic was70 800 vehicles per day it is projected to be 112 800 vehicles per day in the Year 2030 an increase
of59 Because the Project Planning phase is essentially completed the City recommends
this project be elevated to the Design and Engineering Program in the next eTr so the
portion of the project within Prince Ceorge s County can proceed in sequence with
construction ortne remaining segment of the Route 450 improvement project

3 MD 197 from Kenhill Drive to RelocatedMD 450 Line 271 As noted above this project is one ofthe City s two 2 highest transportation priorities The project would consist ofthe planningrequired to convert this 14 mile segment ofMD 197 to a four lane roadway with medians and
significant landscaping to relieve congestion and Improve safety With the addition ofmany newretail and entertainment attractions ill this portion ofPrince George s County MD 197 has become a
traffic bottleneck not only during the weekday peak periods but all day every dayincludingweekends Average daily traffic is expected to increase by approximately 50 to over 58 000
vehicles per day by 2030 The City appreciates the inclusion of Project Planning funds ill the
CTP to begin studying this important State roadway corridor again

NewProiects

In keeping with the City Council s goal of having adequate transportation facilitIes to suppOrt the
vast amount ofnew development occurring In our area we recommend the following additional projects beincludtd in the CTP

1 MD 564 traffic callmnn improvements and sidewalk retrofits Pursuant to the City s WalkableComrnumtles program ofcoordinated transportation improvements in Old Town BOWIe sevcmJ
improvements to State maintained roadW41Ys are requested The SHA Administrator has alreadyagreed to support two 2 sidewalk retrofit projects identified by the City These projectlllvoiveconstruction ofa needed sidewalk on the south side of1D 564 9th Street east ofMaple Avenueand relocating the two 2 handicap accessible ramps Just nonh and south of the MD 564 bridge overthe Amtrak railroad to safer locations HOVever new sidealks arealso needed along MD 564between Zug Road and Maple Avenue and along MD 564 between Chrstnut Avenue and HuntingtonSoutb Park Disuict 3 advised the City that these projects are not feasible under the SidewalkRetrofit Program In addition the City has been patiently waiting to receive State funding for theMaple Avenue mini roundabout streetscape improvements to MD $64 9th Street and the
reconstruction of a T intersectlOn north of the bridge These items are currently On the waiting lislfor the Governor s Commuruty Safety and Enhancement PfClgram CSEPJ The City has alreadycontracred the services ofa traffic engineer who produced 30 design drawings for these key trafficcalrrung improvements Also within thepast year District 3 staff and the SHA s Office oflrafficSafety reviewed the CityS study and determined that the recon1Jtended improvements are feasibleand can be approved under State standards We look forward to receiving your suppOrt for all ofthese essential safety measures combined unliera Dew CTP project for MD 564
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2 New interchanee on US Roul 50 at MD 193 Dunng the engineering study oftbe MD 450 projectthe City s traffic consultant and SHA traffic forecasters agreed that due to projected traffIC volumes
on MD 450 impacts en MD 197 between US 50 and MD 450 would be significant enough to
examine the need for an additional interchange on US 50 at some location between MD Route 197
and MD Route 704 The City Council determined during our review ofthe Bowie and VicmityMaster Plan that this interchange should be constructed at MD 193 The development of the
Fairwood project and continued growth in the Church Road and Enterprise Road corridors are
further justification for an additional interchange on US 50 The City strongly believes that this
interchange will greatly ameliorate future traffic deficiencies on both MD 450 and MD 197

3 US 50rrrumoet Interchange at Maryland Science and Technologv Center This project is
included in the State s Highway Needs Inventory and involves the construction ofa new

interchange on US 50 west ofthe Patuxent River to servePhase 2 ofthe Maryland Science and
Technology Center Ultimate development will likely depend on a new interchange to meet
Adequate Public Facilities requirements for development approvaL Seven alternates were created
and presented by SHA at a public forum in J 988 The City supports ensuring that the design for
an interchange is very sensitive to rmnimizing any environmental impacts

4 US Route 301 lmorovetnents Project planning studies should be funded for the upgrading of US
301 from Leeland Road to MD 197 so that futureroad improvements Can be coordinated WIth
construction ofa new interchange at US 301MD 197 and improvements by Prince George s

County south ofMD 214 The current roadway is functioning at capacity during the peak hours
and improvements are necessary to alleviate capacity and safety issues especially at intersectlons
and median crossovers In addition Prince George s County is requiring developers to add a thIrd
lane to southbound US 301 south ofMD 214 but similar improvements are needed for the
northbounrllanes from LeelandRoad all the way to MD 197

5 New Roadwav ConnectimMD 197 near Bowie State Universitv with MD in Anne Anmctel
County The City Council believes a feasibility aSSessment ofa new roadway linking MD 197 to
MD 3 should be undertaken There is a need to address regional traffic congestion in the MD 450
corridor east ofRace Track Road and the heavy traffic volumes that areprojected to lIse Race
Track Road and Jericho Park Road The City intends to make a similar request of Prince George s

County when the County s Master Plan ofTransportation is updated

The City Council would also like to thank you for your assistance with several minor
improvements funded in this year s CTP that wiU increase the safety ofour roadways including
mterchange ramp work at the US 50lMD 197 Interchange installation of a pedestrian crosswalk and si1lal
system at MD 214JJennings Mill Driveand lengthening the northbound left turn lane on US 301 at
Mitchellville Road Also for your information we have provided the attached listing of other importantState n ansportation prOjects requested by the City

The City Council appreciates this opportunity to provide these early comments on the drnft eTP
and we ask your support in moving all of our transponation priorities forward

Sincerely

fi jj
Bowle City Council J8
G Frederick Robinson

Mayor
Enclosure
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cc The Honorable Leo E Green State Senator

The Honorable Mary A Conroy Delegate
The Honorable James W Hubbard Delegate
The Honorable Marvin E Holmes Jr Delegate
The Honorable Jack B Johnson Prince George s County Executive

The Honorable Douglas JJ Peters Prince George s County Council

The Honorabie Samuel H Dean Prince George s County Council

Mr Neil Pedersen Administrator State Highway Administration

Mr Darrell Mobley SHA District 3 Engineer
Mr Raja Veeramacheneni Director 8HA Office ofPlanning and Preliminary Engineenng
Mr Haitham Hijazi Director Prince George s County Dept of Public Works and Transportation
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Other Proiects Recommended bv the City

The following projects will place miscellaneous highway improvements where they will provemost beneficial A number ofthese projects address safety issues while others will enhance the
appearance and accessibility of transportation facilities serving ourconununity The Clty supports the
following specIfic improvements

MD 197 from MD 450 north to Rockled2c Elementarv School This retrofit proj ct would result
in filling in the existing contmuous left turn lane WIth a landscaped median or some othermeans
ofseparating the northbound and southbound travellalles into a dnrided roadway The project is
necessary for safety on an increasingly heavily traveled commuter route This prOject should
include additional traffic signal

MD 197 between US 50 and US 301 This project involves installing landscaping in the median
ofMO 197 between US 50 and US 301 MD 197 is a gateway to the City just as MD 3 north of
the Patuxent River is a gateway to Anne Arundel County Therefore jllS as the medians of MD 3
were landscaped the City Council desires similar treatment for MD 197 between US 301 and US
50 to improve the appearance to travelers entering ourcommunity A citizen task force met with
SHA staff several years ago and agreed on the design

WB A Trail Bridge Over Patuxent River The WB A regional hiker biker trail withm Prince
George s County completed several years ago continues to enjoy tremendous popularity The
trail provides a transportation alternative to automobile use and provides a continuous off road
connection from MD 450 in the Lanham area all the way to the PatuxentRiver Similar trail
facilities are being constructed in Anne Arundel County however a missing link will occur at the
Patuxcnt River where a bridge is needed Because ofthe regional accessibility provided by the
trail and because the system transcends county boundaries State funding ofa bridge over the
Patuxent River is needed Construction ofa bridge will help satisfy the public demand for an
mter county biker biker trail access

Sidewalks aloM Hall Road Install sidewalks to minimize pedestrian vehicular conflict and
improve pedestrian safety The pedestrian rosswalk recently installed at MD 214Jennings Mill
Drive would tie into the Hall Road sidewalk greatly improving pedestrian access and safety alongthis busy roadway

Deceleration Lane on MD Route 197 at Holidav Lane Add a separate deceleration lane to
enhance safety for motorists turning from MD 197 which is a high speed State anerial roadway

OpIICO devices install Opticon devices to increase safety and quick emergency vehIcle passageat traffic signals on both north and southbound lanes on US 301 bet1Neen Pointer Ridge Drive andthe Harbour Way Governor BrJdge Road imersecnoDs and at the intersection of MD 3 and MD
450 Twoway Oplicons should also be installed on MD 450 between MD 197 and 3

Sneed enforcement cameras Speed enforcement cameras are requested to address speeding traffic
on MD 564 in the OldTown Bowie area as soon as they are authorized by the Marylandlegislarure ThiS type of technology is a costeffective way to slow traffic speeds and it will have
a real impact in fenns of adjusting driver behavior especially within the commercial shoppmgdistrict of Old Town Bowie
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City of Bowie
2611 Kenhill Drin

Bowie hlryland 20715

August 14 2006

The Honorable Jack B Johnson
Prince George s County Executive

CounAdministration Building
Upper Marlboro MD 20772

Re City Council Transponation Priority List

RecommendationS for County Facilities

Dear County Exec utiv

In preparation for reviewing both theState and County transportation funding priorities for next
year the City Council reviewed transportation needs in ourarea The attached letter includes the listof
items that would be State funded Please note that the City s highest priomies for State facilities are the
upgrades ofMD 450 and MD 197 between US 50 and Relocated MD 450 which are also very highpriorities ofthe County The Bowie City Council is extremely pleased that Prince George s Countyprovided $J million in funding for study ofMO 197 Some work has already begun on this very imponanrstudy and we hope to involve the public in informational workshops to be scbeduled this fa

This letter contains the Bowie City Council s recommendations for County Capit1llmprovement
Program eIP projects

The City s highest priOrity for planning includes an upgrade ofChurch Road to rural collector
standards from Leeland Road to MD 450 We are very pleased to see the inclusion ofa crp project for
Church Road between MD 214 and the WoodmoreMount Oak Road intersection There are many sections
ofChurch Road that have already been improved by developers who have built their subdivisions in
accordance with the requirements of the Department tfPubhc Works andTransportation DPW T
However this arrangement has resulted in only pIecemeal improvement ofChurch Road Safety and road
capacity issues still exist in many places

The City Council truly appreCIates the inclusion of several CIP pages already devoted to
improvement of County roads serving new areas of groMh Many County maintamed roads in our area can
no longer provide adequate access for our residents as they are insufficient in terms ofphysical designtraffic carrying capacity and safety With the ongoing development of thousands of new dwelling units inthe Church Road corridor at Woodrnare North FlIirwood Woodmare Highlands The Woods at
Woodmore Ashleigh Woodmore Estates Oak Creek Club The Palisades at Oak Creek and Woodmore at
Oak Creek we believe our request for upgrading County roads is well justified Construction funding for
Woodmore Road and Mount Oak Road shown in prior years CIP documents should be reinstated in theCIP The City also recommends County funded improvements to Old Stage Road that will complement the
proposed extension ofOld Stage Road through the Fairviuod project connecting to Church Road Thelarge amount of traffic expected from Fairwood will significantly impact both Church Road and Old StageRoad It is ourhope that planning and design for these projects can be accelerated to enable road
construction to OCcur simultaneously with construction of these homes We are pleased to see thecommitment m the current CIP to realign Church Road s intersections with Mount Oak Road and
Woodmore Road and hope this improvement can be accomplished as soon as possible

l OR Irdcr d f hin nl1 I YOH PRO 1E 1 D llnl Br dCOl CII K III 1 111 J d 0 Je 11Ji h fUrl Kr 1l1 r D li h d L k T JJ T lrI1 r CITY J lA GER D I iJ J Deuieil H1l I OI I h II f I 1I1 XIIJ O T 11 i 1 WI Bw ll1 llhl wic org
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The following is a listmg ofthe projects currently funded through the County erp

Construction Projects

I Bridge Replacement Race Track Road Under Construction This project consists of the
replacement ofthe existing Race Track Road Bridge over Horsepen Branch The bridge vas

originally constructed In 1945 and reconstructed in 1950 The remaining planning and
construction monies are fully funded in Year 1 ofthe eIP

DesignEngineering and Plaimi llProiects

1 Bridge Replacement Chestnut Avenue This project consists ofreplacing the existing Chestnut
Avenue bridge over Newstop Branch and reconstructing the approach roadways The replacement
bridge and approach roadways will be wider than the cunene structure The existing bridge
constructed ofsteel and concrete is ofunknown origin and is currently load restricted to 16 000

pounds The existing 19 foot span Steel and reinfOrced concrete bridge is experiencing
deterioration and is in need ofstructural replacement Planning and right of way funding begin in
Year 6 of the CIP

1 Church Road Improvements This project provides geometric and safety improvements to Church
Road between Woodmore Road and MD 214 Central Avenue Improvements will include
intersection improvements some local realignment ofthe roadWay and the addition of shoulders
and roadside drainage where necessary This improvement is needed to enhance safety along the

roadway Planning funds begin in Year 1 tight or way and construction funding begin in Year 5
Because ofthe overwhelming need for a safer road that provides adequate traffic carrying
capacity construction funding should be advanced for the segment under studbetween

Woodmore Road and11D 214 The project scope should also be expanded to include the
entire Church Road corridor from Leeland Road to MD 450 Additional funding should be

provided in the out years ofthe CIP for additional improvements within the corridor As we

stated during the County budget hearing process the Citr is willing to provide some level of

assistance in getting the initial segment of Church Road improved however since the
mwuut of the City s cDntribution is not known at this time we respectfully request that thc

reference to 50 funding from the City ofBowie shown on the approved CIP page be

eliminated We would like to continue working with you on tltis matter

3 Governor Bridl e Road Reconstruction of the existing road to a multi lane urban roadway in the
vicinity of US Route 301 and as a twolane rural roadway with paved shoulders from that point to

the Anne Arundel County line The existing roadway is narrow and does not meet current and

projected traffic demands Increased traffic volumes have resulted from development in the area

Planning funds have been budgeted beginning in Year 6 ofthe eIP Governor Bridge Road also
has a lnt lane bridge with weight limit restrictions that is subject to flooding when it rains

heavily thus making it impassable This bridge needs to be replaced with a wider span to

provide improved safety especially for emergency vehicles Reconstructicm of the existing
bridge will provide a second point of access to the Governor Bridge Road community It is

important to note that Governor Bridge Rond is the only road that can be used to access the
Longleaf subdivision in case of emergency and that additional new subdivision lots have
been approved by the County Planning Board at the more remote end of the road Dear the
river In order to begin examining the replacement of the eXisting bridge over the Patuxent
River the City recommends adding this project to the existing elP page or creating a

separate page for it

4 Hi2h Brid2e Road This project will consist ofa twolane urban reconstruction from MD 450 to

Fletchertown Road The project will provide drainage improvements and improve pedestrian
movement as well as provide access to the VB A trail The existing roadway is narrow has
drainage problems and does not provide for pedestrian and bicyclist movements Planning funds
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have been budgeted beginning in Year 6 of the elP In conjunction with this project the City
recommends l separate Planning Project be added to the ell to construct a hiker biker trail
along Chestnut Avenue linking Old Town Bowie to the northern limit of the proposed High
Bridge Road project which terminates at Fletchertown Road The advantages of this
connector include better viiibility and accessibility to the retail and cultural facilities in Old
Town Bowie by users lJf the WB A tnil and provjding a safer travel route for pedestriansand bicyclists along this narrow winding portion of Chestnut Avenue

5 Maryland Route 197 ThiS project will provide funding fOT a planning study for MD 197 from US
50 to MD 450 Relocated This project will be undertaken in conjunction With the State Highway
Administration putsuant to a Memorandum of Understanding to estabJish the details ofa funding
agreement Improvements to MD 197 areneeded to safely accommodate the increased traffic
volumes currentlybeing generated on this roadway Planning funds are available in Year 1 of the
eIP We applaud the County for committing $1 million in funding last year for project
planning for MD 197 between Kenhill Drive and Relocated MD 450 Upgrading this
important transportation link is nQW one of the County s highest transportation priorities
Although it is a State highwa MD 197 would not be under study today without the

proactie assistance of Prince George s CountWe Jook fon1ard to achie jng a consensus
on the project s design with the community in the coming year and to having this project
move ahead in the State s funding program as well

6 Mount Oak RoadChurch RoadfWoodmore Road Intersection This project provides for
geometric improvements to the Mount Oak RoadChurch RoadfWoodmore Road intersection and
approaching roads including the realignment of Woodmore Road by bUilding half ofthe ultimate
arterial section in accordance with the Master Plan for an approximate length of2 000 feet The
existing intersection requires capacity alignment and drainage improvements Rapid development
in the area is causing an mcnase in traffic volumes necessitating capacity improvements
Planning and right ofway funding is contained in Years 1 3 ofthe CIP constrUction funding is

programmed in Years 24 As noted above it is crucial that construction begin as soon as

possible

7 Race Track Road This project involves the widening and urbaniultion ofRace Track Road to a

collector roadway from MD 450 to Old Chapel Road Included in this project will be the
construction of curbs gutters crosswalks and sidewalks The existing roadway is experiencing
congestion and does notprovide for safe pedestrian mobility PlaMing funds are progranuned in
Year 6 ofthe elP The completion of Saddlebrook and the ongoing expansion at Bowie State
University justify an examination of this road as substantial improvements are needed The
City Council greatly appreciates the inclusion of planning funds and because ofpressing
tuffic difficulties in the corridor encourages advancement of this planning project from
Year 6 to Year 2 of the CIF Also and ofimmedia te concern is the condillon of pedestrian
facilities along Race Track Road The County is commended for doing such an excellent job
installing 6 foot wide concrete sidewalks to replace tbe obsolete asphalt trails along Old
Chapel Road Similarly located near several school facilities the Race Track Road asphalt
pathw y is also very old and has deteriorated severely The trail is uneven and has beeT
encroached upon b utility poles and wires to the point that major sections are unusable
Significant improvements areneeded to allow the trail to be used safely especially by school
age children An improved walkway will discourage pedestrians from walking upon this
dangerous road

8 US Route 301 Improvements south ofMD 214 This is a two phase project for the US 301
corridor between Central Avenue MD 214 and Marlboro Pike MD 725 The first phase
consists of minor geometric and landscaping improvements at selected intersections The second
phase consists ofthe improvement ofUS 301 by providing a third through lane nonh and south
bound between MD 214 and MD 725 and further widening as needed at Trade Zone A venue MD
214 and MD 725 Associated intersection improvements at Old Central Avenue Trade Zone
Avenue Leeland Road and Village Drive West will also be undenaken Some developers may
provide additional lane improvements at their frontage along US 301 in lieu of the required
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developer contributions This project is necessary to provide satisfactory levels ofservice duringpeak periods at the intersections along US 301 should State Highway Administration planned
improvements be delayed Itprovides for increased capacit lo accommodate planned
development in this area as well as enhanced safety for tile traveling public Some construction
funds are programmed in Year 1 the majority ofconstruction funding is allocated in Year 6 ofthe
elF From JI reading of the approved ell page on this ifem we note that there appears to be
only a minimal funding commitment from County government for this project and that the
overall project cost estimate dates from 1989 The estimate should he updated and fundingshould be provided or the project should be removed completelfrom the County elP
because many developers have come to rely upon this transportation improvement to passadequate public facilities tests yet 110 public agel1cy is willil1g to pay far its canstruction The
City supports funding of 5600 000 for construction in the next fiscal year for this project as

proposed but is seriou IJ concerned with the majoritJ ofconstruction funding beingdeferred to Year 6 With the imminent construction ofthe Karington mixed use
development the remaining construction funding should be advanced into the first half of
the six year program e g Years 2 3 We have requested the Maryland State Highway
Administration begin studying this corridor to expeditf future improvements

Other Projects Recommended by the City

1 Church Road See above comments

2 Old Town Bowie Chestnut Avenue Old Laurel BowIe Road Duckettown Road Sldewa1ks are

badly needed for pedestrian safety on these County roads which provide major transpOflation lmks
to Old Town Bowie from the north south and west As a result ofa field walk in April 2005 with
County Councilman Douglas Peters the County s Department of Public Works and Transportation
indicated that sidewalks for these roadways would be evaluated as part ofa future Countywide
project The City respectfully requests that this evaluationoccur in the next flscal year so that
these important links can be improved soontr rather han la er Upgrading these pedestrian
facilities is in keeping with the City Council s emphasis on Walkable Communities

3 Mount Oak Road As mentioned earlier in his letter this project appeared previously in the
Counry CIP This project wiIl provide for a multi lane reconstruction ofthe existing roadway from
Church Road to Mttchellville Road in accordance with ne area master plan The design ofthe
project will include an evaluation ofthe need to construct a bridge over the Conrail railroad tracks
The existing roadway requires capacity alignment and drainag improvmnts Rapid
development in the area is causing an increase in traffic vclumes necessitating capacity
Improvements TIlls project should be funded for construction so coordinated improvements can
be made m conjunction with the Mount Oak RoadChurch RoadIWoodmore Road intersection
improvements

4 Woodmore Road As mentioned earlier in this letter this project appeared previously in the
County eIP This project will consist of the complete dualization ofWoodmore Road from east of
MD 193 to Church Road The project wil1 include the reconstruction of the existing westbound
roadway when appropriate to meet current design standards The existing roadway is
substandard andwill notsatisfy the projected needs ofthe adjoining developing area and
anticipated increases in through trips This project will pro ide a much needed additional east
wesl connectlOn from South Bowje 10 Largo and the Capilal Beltway This project should be
funded for construction so coordinated improvements canbe made in conjunction with the Mount
Oak RoadChurch Road Woodmore Road intersection improvements
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The City Council very much appreciates your past support of the City s recommendations
regarding County eIP projects and urges you again to give serious consideration to these transportationpriorities

Sincerely

N
Bowie City Council
G Frederick Robinson

Mayor

Enclosure State Transportation Priority List Letter

cc Mr Haitham Hijazi Director of Public Works and Transporatation



Attachment 3 State CTP Projects 2007

Construction Proiects

I MD Route 450 Bridle Reolacement Prince George s County Line 10 Completed This projectreplaces the existing bridge over the CSX railroad tracks and includes wide shoulders to accommodate
bicycles and pedestrians The existing bridge was deteriorated and had substantial vertical and horizontalclearances

Right or Wav Acquisition Proiects

1 US Route 301 South Corridor Transportation Study Prince GooTee s County Line 22 This isamulti modal corridor study to consider highwayltransit improvements from the Potomac River to theUS Routes 30150 interchange in Bowie 45 5 miles The study includes preparing the appropriateenvironmental approvals for recommended alternatives The study is being coordinated with otherstudies to identify shortllong range transit alternatives Bicycle and pedestrian access win be includedin the study

Design and Engineerinl Proiects

1 Route 450 from Stonvbrook Drive to MD Route 3 Prince Geonre s County Line 30 This projectconsists ofdesign and engineering to upgrade the section ofMDRoute 450 from apointapproximately 1 000 feet east ofits intersection with Stonybrook Drive to MD Route 3 to a divided
highway with four through lanes oftraffic Planning studies were completed for this segment in
1988 Preliminary design is currently underway Traffic volume in 2005 was 28 700 averagevehicles per day projected traffic volume for the Year 2030 is 58 850 vehicles per day

Proiect PI8flning

1 US Route 301 MD Route 1971nterchange Prince Geome s County Line 23 Study to upgrade andwiden US Route 30 from north ofMount Oak Road to US 50 2 0 miles and MD J97 from US 301to Mitchellville Road 03 miles Shoulders will accommodate bicycles Sidewalks will be providedwhere appropriate Improvements are needed to accommodate the existing and projected highvolumes oftraffic generated by continuing growth along the US 301 corridor and to address existingsafety problems Traffic volume in 2005 was 73 000 average vehicles per day projected trafficvolume for the Year 2030 is 176 000 vehicles per day

2 MD Route 3 Prince Georle s County Line 16 This project consists ofa study to upgrade MDRoute 3 from US Route 50 to MD Route 32 8 89 miles to address safety and capacity concerns Theproject would improve safety and relieve traffic congestion in this heaviJy traveled corridor In 2005the average daily traffic was 74 500 vehicles per day and it is projected to be 124 800 in the Year2030

3 MD Route 197 Prince Geome s County Line 26 Study to upgrade and widen existing MD 197 to amulti lane divided highway from Kenhill Drive to MD 450 Relocated 14 miles Sidewalks will beincluded where appropriate Wide curb lanes will accommodate bicycles In 2005 the average dailytraffic was 38 600 vehicles per day and it is projected to be 58 150 in the Year2030



Attachment 4 County CIP Projects 2007

Construction Proiects

1 Bridge Reolacement Race Track Road Completed This project consists ofthereplacement ofthe existing Race Track Road Bridge overHorsepen Branch The bridgewasoriginally constructed in 1945 and reconstructed in 1950

DesignlEngineerine and Planning Proiects

I Bridge Reolacement Chestnut Avenue This project consists ofreplacing the existingChestnut Avenue bridge overNewstop Branch and the reconstructing the approachroadways The replacement bridge and approach roadways will be wider than the currentstmcture The existing bridge constructed ofsteel and concrete is ofunknown originand is currently load restricted to J 6 000 pounds The existing 19 foot span steel andreinforced concrete bridge is experiencing deterioration and is in need ofstructural
replacement Planning and rightof way funding begin in Year 6 ofthe CIP

2 Church Road Imorovements This project provides geometric and safety improvementsto Church Road between Woodmore Road and MD 214 Central Avenue
Improvements will include intersection improvements some local realignment ofthe
roadway and the addition ofshoulders and roadside drainage where necessary This
improvement is needed to enhance safety along the roadway Planning funds begin inYear 1 rightof way funding begins in Year 2 construction funding begins in Year 3

3 Governor Bridge Road Reconstruction ofthe existing road to amulti lane urban
roadway in the vicinity ofUS Route 301 and as a twolane rural roadway with pavedshoulders from that point to the AnneArundel County line The existing roadway is
narrow and does not meet current and projected traffic demands Increased trafficvolumes have resulted from development in the area Planning funds have been budgetedbeginning in Year 6 ofthe CIP

4 Hiclt Bridge Road This project will consist ofa two lane urban reconstruction fromMD 450 to Fletchertown Road The project will provide drainage improvements and
improve pedestrian movement as weIl as provide access to the WB Atrail The
existing roadway is narrow has drainage problems and does not provide for pedestrianand bicyclist movements Planning funds have been budgeted beginning in Year 6oftheCIP

S Maryland Route 197 This project will provide funding for a planning study for MD 197from US 50 to MD 450 Relocated This project will be undertaken in cotUunction withthe State Highway Administration pursuant to a Memorandum ofUnderstanding toestablish the details ofa funding agreement Improvements to MD 197 are needed tosafely accommodate the increased traffic volumes currently being generated on this
roadway Planning funds are available in Year I ofthe CW

6 Mount Oak RoadChurch RoadlWoodmore Road Intersection This project provides forgeometric improvements to the Mount Oak RoadChurch RoadIWoodmore Roadintersection and approaching roads including the realignment ofWoodmore Road bybuilding halfofthe ultimate arterial section in accordance with the Master Plan for anapproximate length of2 OOO feet The existing intersection requires capacity alignment

1



and drainage improvements Rapid development in the area is causing an increase in
traffic volumes necessitating capacity improvements Planning and rightof way fundingis contained in Years 1 2 ofthe CIP construction funding is programmed in Years 1 3

7 US Route 301 Imorovements south ofMD 214 This is a twophase project for the US
301 corridor between Central Avenue MD214 and Marlboro Pike MD 725 The first
phase consists ofminor geometric and landscaping improvements at selected
intersections The SeCond phase consists ofthe improvement ofUS 301 by providing a
third through lane north and south bound between MD 214 and MD 725 and further
widening as needed at Trade Zone Avenue MD 214 and MD 725 Associated
intersection improvements at Old Central Avenue Trade Zone Avenue Leeland Road
and Village Drive West will also be undertaken Some developers may provideadditional lane improvements at their outage along US 301 in ljeu ofthe required
developer contributions This project is necessary to provide satisfactory levels of
service during peak periods at the intersections along US 301 should State HighwayAdministration planned improvements be delayed It provides for increased capacity to
accommodate planned development in this area as well as enhanced safety for the
traveling public Construction funds are programmed in Year 6

8 Queen s Court Improvements This project consistsofconstructing the extension of
Queen s Court from the existing cul de sac to US 301 Improvements will include the
construction of700 feet ofroadway and the installation ofcurb gutter streetlights stann
drainage systems and street trees Construction ofthe extended roadway wasa condition
ofthe deed ofsale oftile property Planning and construction funding is programmed forYear 1

9 Horsepen Branch Pumping Station This project involves the renovation oftwo existingbuildings and demolition ofunusable structures at the WSSC Horsepen Branch PumpingStation This site will serve as a trail and rest stop on the WB Ahikerlbiker trail as
well as provide an area for nature demonstrations and study at the Fran Uhler Nature
Area Projected heavy use ofthe WB A hikerbiker trail requires that trail users

arriving by carhave an area to access the trail In addition a rest stop with picnic area
and restrooms will serve hikers and bikers utilizing the trail Construction funds are

programmed in Years 1 and 3 of the CIP
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