City of Bowie

2614 Kenhill Drive
Bowie, Maryland 20715

MEMORANDUM

TO: City Council
FROM: David J. De%ty Manager

SUBJECT: MD 197 Project Planning Study Update

j DATE: July 9, 2008

Staff from the Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) will attend
} Monday night’s City Council worksession to present their response to comments received
at the February 13, 2008 SHA Location/Design Public Hearing at Benjamin Tasker
Middle School and the March 3, 2008 City Council public hearing. A complete transcript
of the SHA hearing is available for examination in the Department of Planning and
Economic Development. A copy of the minutes of the March 3, 2008 City Council
meeting and the City Council’s position letter are attached for reference.

SHA intends to present its new, Team-Recommended Alternative for the MD 197
Project Planning Study. As part of SHA's continuing efforts to address the requests of
the community and the City Council, the Team-Recommended Alternative incorporates
modifications developed in response to comments received during and after the
Location/Design Public Hearing. Specifically, the study team has added a continuous
five-foot sidewalk along the western edge of the roadway and other features. SHA team
members will answer questions and provide information about the Team-Recommended
Alternative. A copy of the SHA Powerpoint presentation is also attached.

Attachments

MAYOR G. Frederick Robinson  MAYOR PRO TEM Todd M. Turner

‘ COUNCIL Dennis Brady ¢ James L. Marcos ¢ Diane M. Polangin  Isaac C. Trouth 4 Geraldine Valentino-Smith CITY MANAGER David J. Deutsch

City Hall (301) 262-6200 FAX (30D 809-2302 TDD (301) 262-5013
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OLD BUSINESS: |

harter Amendment CAR-1-08 — Amending Section 23 of the City Charter to Increase

the Number bf Members Who Serve on_the Board of Elections — City Manager Deutsch -
_summariged by saying that the amendment is to change the number of members from five to
nine whir;h wjll facilitate the proper management of elections and assist the City Clerk in
but important duties. : '

o S 6ce here were no persons signed up to speak, Mayor Robinson declared the public
hearing tb have been held. L :

: ayor » ro Tem Turner moved approval of CAR-1-08. Councilmember Trouth seconded
the motign andl it carried unanimously. : C

NEW BUSINESS:

A Bovlie Market Place — Mr. Carter Davis of JBG Rosenfeld, presented a PowerPoint
which gave an overview of the plans for the shopping center and the conceptual plan which
includes & reconfiguration of the center. Mr. Carter indicated that Safeway intends to submit a
Special Exception application to allow gasoline sales along MD 450 in front of their future store -
location: fthe proposed plan reorients the center, with one principal access, to MD 450 and
retains the Safeway grocery store and several other tenants. Mr. Carter then answered
questions posed by the City Council. A

B/ MD Route 197 Project Planning Study Alternatives — City Planning Director Joe
Meinert simmarized the staff report dated February 28, 2008, a copy of which is on file at City
Hall. Helrepofted that the State Highway Administration conducted a public hearing on three
alternatives far improving Rte. 197 between Kenhill Drive and Rte. 450 relocated; the
alternatives under consideration include the No-Build Alternative, the Five-Lane Undivided
Alternative (Alternative 3) and the Four-Lane Divided Alternative (Alternative 4). He said that

ill continue to receive input from the public beyond March 26" which is the last day to
viitten |comments. Mr. Meinert then read into the record the City Council’'s current
position: | “The City Council believes that MD 197 should be designed to accommodate a
maximum| of faur lanes. Except where added width is needed at intersections, a continuous 8-
to 12-foot median should run between the northbound and southbound lanes of MD 197
between {he intersection .of MD 197 with Tulip Grove Drive and the intersection of MD 197 at
Lemmer Place. | The alignment of the road should be configured for minimal roadbed and
minimum Hdistutbance of foliage on both sides of the new roadway. The project should maintain
a hiker-biker trail on the east side of the road. Safe pedestrian crossing from the Long Ridge
Section td Foxhill Park is also a goal.” He reported that the staff report contains a summary of
comments from 30 persons who spoke at the public hearing. Mr. Meinert further reported that
staff suppprts Alternative 4 in terms of safety. ’

aringf:
1. |Ms. Pat Reimer, 12150 Long Ridgé Lané, spoke in favor of Alternative #4.

2. |Ms. ﬁ-aun’e Thompson, 3006 Twisting Lane, spoke about an additional interchange at
Rte. 50 and Rte. 193 to eliminate traffic into Bowie.

3. |Mr. Jim Loftus, 2702 Federal Lane, said there was no need'for a 13-20 foot median;
existing tr%es should not be cut down. '
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March 3;2008 = - 3

v . 'Mf Chris Hedman, 13404 Overbrook Lane, urged endorsement of wndemng Rte. 197 ‘
from Kenhill Drive to Rte. 450. ’ _

. Janan Betts. 2704 Federal Lane, Spoke in favor of widening Rte. 197.

=

.M. Mitch Betts 2704 Federal Lane, spoke in favor of a modest median and modest
lanes fol the widening of Rte 197. :

. r. Tony Young, 12016 Long Ridge Lane, said he agreed with the City's
recommendations and also spoke in favor of an additional exit onto Rte. 50 from Rte. 193.

. Mtf. Max Groves 12033 Twm Cedar Lane asked that the footpnnt be as small as

Mr. Joe Lawrence, 12311 Keel Tum, said he -agreed with the staff
recomm ndat ons with the exception of condition #9 regarding the overpass.

. Marlene Moll, 2605 Fair Lane, spoke about speed limits along Rte. 197 and
asked th t pa t mistakes not be ignored.

Following discussion by members of the Council, Mayor Pro Tem Turner moved to
accept the staff recommendation and to request that SHA come back with an additional briefing
and responses to the concerns of the residents. -‘He then added the following
recommendatipns: strongly support the placement of underground utility lines adjacent to Rte.
197; request review of speeding, traffic calming devices, speed enforcement cameras, and
sequencihg of traffic sighals. Councilmember Brady seconded the motion but asked that
another necommendation be added that the proposed 16-foot wide bicycle compatible lanes
shall be to standard size (11 foot) lanes. Mayor Pro Tem Turner concurred and the
motion cgrried junanimously.

C. Legislative Update — Mayor Pro Tem Turner recused himself from the discussion on
this matter based upon the opinion of the Ethics Commnssron :

M1l Legnard Lucchi, City Lobbyist, summanzed his report dated February 28 2008, a
copy of which is on file at City Hall. The legislation he spoke about included Speed Imaging,
Municipal| Building Excise Tax, Prince George’s Hospital System, Bond Bills, and Base
Realignment and Closure. He also spoke about school construction and said that neither
House hag before it suggestions that the Governor’s school construction budget of $334 million
be cut. '




[ ] ®
City of Bowie
2614 Kenhill Drive
Bowie, Maryland 20715

| March 4, 2008

Ms. Felicia Alexander, Project Manager
Project Planning Division

Maryland State Highway Administration
707 North Calvert Street, Mail Stop C-301
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

RE:  MD 197 Project Planning Study Recommendations
Dear Ms. Alexander:

As you are aware, on Monday, March 3, 2008 the Bowie City Council conducted a public
hearing on the proposed alternatives included in the Location/Design Public Hearing Information
Brochure prepared by the State Highway Administration. The project planning study involves
upgrading the segment of MD 197 between Kenhill Drive/London Lane and Relocated MD 450.
After conducting a public hearing and listening to the testimony of 12 residents, the City Council
unanimously voted to support Alternative 4, with several recommended changes, understanding
that you will be returning to the City Council in April or May to further discuss the project and
your response to comments that have been received to date. The City Council reserves the right
to provide a revised position statement or additional comments at a later time.

The City Council supports Alternative 4 because it will provide acceptable levels of
service and will result in a safer roadway. However, to address issues raised by thc community
and City staff, the Council recommends the following:

1. Separate right-turn lanes shall be added to the Kenhill Drive approach at the MD
197/Kenhill Drive intersection and at the Tulip Grove Drive approach at the MD
197/Tulip Grove intersection.

2. SHA shall use every opportunity available to minimize both the "footprint” of the future
‘ roadway and the amount of disturbance by using 2:1 slopes in grading and retaining
walls wherever possiblie.

3. At locations where the noise barrier is not installed, SHA shall create (or recreate) a
vegetative buffer within the 25-foot landscape easement on lots containing the easement
and establish a similar vegetative buffer on properties that do not have a landscape
easement.

4, Left-turns shall be prohibited to and from Foxhill Park/Lerner Place and Faith
Lane/Lyle Lane and at the Tongue Avenue intersection.

5. Except where added width is needed at intersections, a continuous 8- to 12-foot wide,
landscaped median shall run between the northbound and southbound lanes of MD 197
between the intersection of MD Route 197 with Tulip Grove Drive and the intersection
of MD 197 and Lerner Place.

MAYOR G. Fredenich Robinson MAYOR PRO TEM Todd M. Turner
COUNCIL. Dennis Brady ¢ James L. Marcos ¢ Diane M Polangin # Isasc C. Trauth ¢ Geraldime Valentino-Smith CITY MANAGER David 1. Deutsch
City Hall (301 262-6200 FAX (301 8O9-2302 TDHD (301) 262-5013 WEB www.cityofbowic.org




Letter to Felicia Alexander

11

12.

re: MD 197 Project Planning Study

Dedicated right-turn lanes shall be provided at the Foxhill Park/Lerner Place and Faith
Lane/Lyle Lane intersections and Tongue Avenue.

A six (6) foot wide sidewalk with a four (4) foot offset from the roadway shall be
provided along the entire western side of the corridor, between [.ondon Lane/Kenhill
Drive and Old Annapolis Road.

Pedestrian activated crossing signals shall be retained at the Long Ridge Lane/Tulip
Grove Drive and London I.ane/Kenhill Drive intersections.

The project design shall include a pedestrian footbridge or underpass connecting the east
and west sides of MD 197 at the Foxhill Lane stream crossing,

The existing hiker-biker trail alignment shall be used wherever possible in the future trail
design.

Existing utility lines adjacent to MD 197 shall be placed underground wherever possible.
To address the current problem of speeding vehicles, techniques such as traffic calming,
speed enforcement cameras and sequencing of traffic signals shall be implemented as

soon as possible.

The proposed 16-foot wide bicycle compatible lanes shall be reduced to standard size
(e.g. 11-foot wide) lanes.

The City Council requests your cooperation in addressing these issues and incorporating

the necessary changes into proposed Alternative 4. We remain available to discuss these
recommendations and encourage you to schedule a worksession date with City Manager David
Deutsch in the coming months so we may hear your responses to the issues that have been
identified. Mr. Deutsch may be rcached at 301-809-3030.

cc:

Sincerel
Q%’;;&'cé -

Bowie City Council
G. Frederick Robinson
Mayor

The Honorable Douglas J.J. Peters

The Honorable James Hubbard

The Honorable Marvin Holmes

The Honorable Gerron Levi

The Honorable Ingrid Tumer

Mr. Darrell Mobley, SHA District 3 Engineer
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