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Executive Summary

Bowie Citizens for Local Animal Welfare was established in 2008 to determine the situation
faced by Bowie’s lost and stray pets and then to take steps to remedy the issues that were
discovered. This report outlines that situation.

In 2007, 414 Bowie dogs and cats were taken to the County Animal Management facility in
Forestville, almost half by Bowie Animal Control officers. In addition to the time lost on
delivering and retrieving pets from Forestville and the money lost to County on retrieval and
adoption fees, the facility is overcrowded, forcing the workers there to make difficult choices
about the fate of these animals.

Our County facility euthanized approximately 6300 dogs and cats in 2007, or about 25 per
working day. This year, the number is averaging about 31 so far. With more than 10,000 animals
brought to the facility annually, there is only a 40% chance of survival. As the most affluent city
in Prince George’s County, Bowie must take responsibility for their share of the animal
population being euthanized.

As the population of the County approaches the one million mark, this problem is only going to
get worse. Sadly, this population increase leads not only to the capturing of more stray and lost
animals, but to the increase in owner surrenders as well.

The aim of the Bowie Citizens for Local Animal Welfare is to encourage the city of Bowie to
immediately amend the City’s mandate to turn over all animals to County. This would free up
Bowie Animal Control to engage different options, while still keeping the County facility as a
last resort for placement. Ideally, a small holding shelter could be constructed and used to
provide Bowie animals with more time to be united with their family, and/or evaluated for
fostering or adoption. The Citizen’s group also hopes that the Council will consider establishing
a joint committee between the Bowie Citizens for Local Animal Welfare and the Bowie Animal
Control Office to better develop and manage education awareness and publicity around pet
owner responsibility, humane education, and notification of lost pets.



Problem Statement:

When Bowie citizens suffer the misfortune of a missing pet, they must overcome hurdles of time,
distance, and money as well as the emotional stress in their efforts to retrieve their pet at the
Prince George’s County Animal Shelter, located in Forestville, MD.

By mandating that Bowie’s lost and stray pets be transported to the County Facility in
Forestville, both the city of Bowie and its taxpayers have little chance of recouping what they
have lost.

I. Background:

A. Statistics

To understand the issue, we must first examine the actual numbers of animals that have been
affected. According to the 2007 data collected from Bowie’s Animal Control office, Bowie
Animal Control (BAC) officers handled, or responded to, almost 2,000 animal incidents. This
included all animals: wildlife situations such as squirrels found in homes, injured deer, fox
issues, as well as domestic animal concerns such as animals running at-large, etc. More than 700
of these incidents involved cats and dogs, most of which were either lost pets or strays. As will
be further illustrated in this report, although dogs and cats represent only 37 percent of the
animal incidents handled by BAC, the mandate to transport them to Forestville requires a
disproportionate percentage of the time available to BAC staff.

Table 1. Bowie Animal Control (BAC) Statistics for 2007"

Animal incidents responded to by BAC (includes wildlife, cats, dogs, etc.) 1,977
Dog/cat incidents responded to by BAC (i.e., running at large) 726
Dogs/cats not substantiated (i.e., not recovered/found) 134
Dogs/cats captured and detained by BAC 296
Dogs/cats returned on the scene 104
Dogs/cats transported to veterinarians by BAC 2
Dogs/cats transported to the Forestville facility by BAC 190

According to this data, in forty-one percent (almost 300) of the incidents responded to by the
BAC, a dog or cat was captured and detained. BAC was able find homes for a third of them. The
remaining animals (64 percent or 190 lost or stray cats and dogs) were taken to the County
facility.

As illustrated in Table 2, in addition to the 190 dogs and cats transported to the Forestville
facility by BAC, 12 more were captured and transported by the Prince George’s County Animal
Management themselves, and 108 dogs/cats were transported to the Forestville facility by Bowie

! Statistics provided by the Bowie Animal Control Office




