
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: David J. Deutsch 
  City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: CB-16-2010 (DR-1) 

Delegation of Powers to Municipal Corporations 
 
DATE: April 7, 2010 
 
 
 Staff has reviewed CB-16-2010 which would allow the governing body of a 
municipal corporation to exercise certain powers of the District Council, subject to 
certain limitations.  This bill would enact locally some of the enabling provisions 
approved by the State Legislature in the 2005 Session and allow the County to delegate 
specific authority to municipalities for the following:  (1) certain Detailed Site Plans; (2) 
Certification, Revocation, and Revision of Nonconforming Uses; and, (3) Vacation of 
Municipal Rights-of-Way.  The current draft does not include revisions to Special 
Exception site plans, which were also part of the package of additional land use authority 
approved by the Legislature.  The County Council's Planning, Zoning and Economic 
Development (PZED) Committee, chaired by Council Member Samuel Dean, will review 
this bill in the next several weeks. 
 
 A separate County ordinance, in addition to CB-16-2010, would have to be 
approved to delegate any or all of the above powers to a municipal government.  The City 
has already sent a copy of a draft ordinance to Council Members Turner, Dean, Dernoga 
and Olso indicating the City's interest in receiving authority to do all of the above.  
 
 
Recommendation 
 

Because CB-16-2010 will implement State law and provide the opportunity in 
County regulations for the District Council to delegate additional authority to municipal 
governments, it is recommended that the City send the attached letter to the County 
Council's PZED Committee requesting their FAVORABLE recommendation for the 
legislation and asking that revisions to Special Exception site plans be added to the bill. 

 
Attachments 



 
 
 
 
 
 
       April 20, 2010 
 
The Honorable Samuel H. Dean, Chairman 
Planning, Zoning and Economic Development Committee 
Prince George's County Council 
County Administration Building, 2nd Floor 
14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland   20772 
 
RE: CB-16-2010, Delegation of Powers to Municipal Corporations 
 
Dear Council Member Dean: 
 

The Bowie City Council supports CB-16-2010, as the legislation will implement 
provisions for additional municipal land use authority approved by the Maryland General 
Assembly in the 2005 Session.  Please note that CB-16-2010 is entirely consistent with 
State enabling law and does not immediately result in the delegation of any land use 
authority currently retained by the District Council.  A subsequent action of the District 
Council would be required to authorize a municipality in Prince George's County to 
exercise any of the powers identified in CB-16-2010, which include:  (1) certain Detailed 
Site Plans; (2) Certification, Revocation, and Revision of Nonconforming Uses; and, (2) 
Vacation of Municipal Rights-of-Way.  The bill does not include Minor Revisions to 
Special Exception Site Plans, the only other aspect of the approved State enabling law.  
The City respectfully asks for the inclusion of this provision in the bill before it leaves 
your Committee. 
 
 We appreciate your consideration of this request and urge you to vote the bill out 
of Committee with a FAVORABLE recommendation as soon as possible, with the above 
amendment.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment on County legislation. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
       Bowie City Council 
       G. Frederick Robinson 
       Mayor 
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