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To: Bowie City Council 

From: David J. Deutsch 

Date: November 4, 2010 

Re: DRAFT Whitemarsh Park Master Plan Concept Presentation and Maryland –
National Capital Park & Planning Commission Green Branch Park Project Update 

The following projects will be presented to Council during the November 8, 2010 Council 
Worksession.  The presentation will include a PowerPoint presentation by City staff as 
well as the City’s Consultant, Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects, PC.  A copy of the 
PowerPoint presentation is attached. 
 
 
Whitemarsh Park Master Plan 
 
The City’s Consultant, Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects PC, has prepared a DRAFT 
Whitemarsh Park Master Concept based on information obtained from the primary 
activity users of Whitemarsh Park, City staff, and City Committee representatives.  There 
were four (4) Steering Committee meetings held since May, where activity input was 
obtained and discussed and the opportunities & constraints of the site were evaluated.  
This information was used to prepare the DRAFT Concept Plan.  All Steering Committee 
members as well as the Community Recreation Committee and Environmental Advisory 
Committee were invited to attend the meeting. 
 
Green Branch Park Update 
 
Staff has obtained a project update, as of October, from the Maryland-National Capital 
Park & Planning Commission and will present a brief update on this project. 
 
 
 

 

 

 



November 8November 8 
Council WorksessionCouncil Worksession

Review and Updates on Whitemarsh Review and Updates on Whitemarsh 
Park Master Plan & MPark Master Plan & M--NCPPC Green NCPPC Green 

Branch Athletic ComplexBranch Athletic Complex



Introductions & GuestsIntroductions & Guests

►►Department of Community ServicesDepartment of Community Services


 
Sally Hein, Assistant DirectorSally Hein, Assistant Director


 
Matt Reno, Project ManagerMatt Reno, Project Manager


 
Ed Hall, Parks & Grounds SuperintendantEd Hall, Parks & Grounds Superintendant


 
Nick Spurgeon, Park Operations ManagerNick Spurgeon, Park Operations Manager

►►Whitemarsh Park Master Plan ConsultantWhitemarsh Park Master Plan Consultant


 
Elisabeth Lardner, Lardner/Klein Landscape Elisabeth Lardner, Lardner/Klein Landscape 
Architects, PC Architects, PC 



TopicsTopics

►►Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan


 
Introduction by Matt RenoIntroduction by Matt Reno


 
Presentation by Elisabeth Lardner of Presentation by Elisabeth Lardner of 
Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects, PCLardner/Klein Landscape Architects, PC

►►MM--NCPPC Green Branch Athletic NCPPC Green Branch Athletic 
Complex Overview and Construction Complex Overview and Construction 
StatusStatus


 
Presentation by Matt RenoPresentation by Matt Reno



Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan

►► Location:  Location:  Whitemarsh Park is located on the Southbound Whitemarsh Park is located on the Southbound 
side of MD Rt. 3, between MD Rt. 450 and MD Rt. 50.side of MD Rt. 3, between MD Rt. 450 and MD Rt. 50.


 

The park is home to the Bowie Playhouse and Bowie SportFitThe park is home to the Bowie Playhouse and Bowie SportFit


 

The park offers one (1) Football game field, one (1) CombinationThe park offers one (1) Football game field, one (1) Combination 
baseball/softball field, and two (2) practice fields, as well asbaseball/softball field, and two (2) practice fields, as well as several several 
walking trails, a picnic pavilion, and campfire area.walking trails, a picnic pavilion, and campfire area.

►► Project OriginationProject Origination


 
Council directive during FY2010 budget preparation Council directive during FY2010 budget preparation 
($25,000)($25,000)



 
Request for Proposal was released in December 2009Request for Proposal was released in December 2009
►►Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects, PC was contracted in March Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects, PC was contracted in March 

20102010
►►Lardner/Klein was also utilized for the preparation of the AllenLardner/Klein was also utilized for the preparation of the Allen 

Pond Park Master Plan that was completed in May 2010.Pond Park Master Plan that was completed in May 2010.



Whitemarsh Park Master Plan Whitemarsh Park Master Plan 

►► Overview of Master Plan Process and Status Overview of Master Plan Process and Status 
UpdateUpdate


 
Elisabeth Lardner, Lardner/Klein Landscape Elisabeth Lardner, Lardner/Klein Landscape 
Architects, PCArchitects, PC

Optimal Concept Time-line
Item

FY2011 FY2015
7/10-6/11 7/11-12/11 1/12-6/12 7/12-12/12 1/13-6/13 7/13-12/13 1/14-6/14 7/14-12/14

NRI
Type 2 TCP
Phase I Cultural Res. 
Turf Field D/E&P
Turf Field Funding
Turf Field Construction
Master Planning
Master Plan Implementation

************Funded in FY2010 and prepared May thru November 2010************

Fiscal Year
FY2012 FY2013 FY2014

To continue into future f iscal years



Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan
Why Master Plan Whitemarsh Park?

• Inadequate Parking and Access

• Athletic Field Needs

• Lack of Infrastructure

• Extensive Natural Area

• Development of Phased Capital Budget



•• Picnic PavilionsPicnic Pavilions
•• Bowie PlayhouseBowie Playhouse
•• Sport FitSport Fit
•• PlaygroundPlayground
•• Athletic FieldsAthletic Fields
•• ParkingParking
•• InterpretiveInterpretive

TrailsTrails
•• Campfire CircleCampfire Circle
•• WoodlandsWoodlands
•• Historic HouseHistoric House

Master Plan: What is there today?
Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan



Master Plan: Users Needs
Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan
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Whitemarsh Master Plan

DRAFT    
5/21/2010

Number of 
Teams

Number of 
Players per 
Team

Practice 
Days

Practice 
Length/Tim
e of Day

Number of 
Teams 
Simultan. 
Practice

Number of 
Teams 
Simultan.Pl
ay

Length of 
Game

Number of 
Games per 
Week

Game Time 
Period

Parking 
space needs 
for practice

Parking 
space needs 
for games

2010 
Program

2015 
Program

2020 
Program

Storage 
Needs

Shared 
Field/Field 
preference

Season of 
Play Other 

Field Type 
preference 
or issues

Source of 
Info

Kickball 36 18 aver. 4 50 min. 16
6:30 PM-
10:00 PM 400 48 50

contractor 
box

Softball field 
exact match; 
can use 
soccer; prefer 
syn turf

Mark Villee, 
Kickball 
League of 
Bowie, email 
dated 
5/18/10

Lacrosse 12

12-25/team; 
total players 
is about 200

each night - 
four nights 
per week: 
assume 

M,T,W,Th?
1.5 hour - 
time slot? 3 15-25 30-45 300-400 400-500

No need if 
shed on RT. 
450 remains

Concession 
facility; 
Scoreboard; 
Desire a 40' 
cinderblock 
wall 15' - 20' 
high to be 
used for wall-
bat training 
like the one 
at Cardinal 
Field in 
Crofton 

Synthetic turf 
which allow 
shared 
playing time 
w/football 
and year 
round use; 
Natural grass 
fin is 
available 
from Feb 
through June

Gary Hahn, 
Bowie Boys 
Lacrosse 
Commissioner
, email dated 
5/7/10

BBGC 
Baseball; 
Joe Bechtel 
source

41: not clear 
how many 

are at 
Whitemarsh

12 -16 
average

average 2 
hours w/ 1.5 
hour for T-

ball

average 2 
hours w/1.5 
hour for T-

ball
10-13 

timeframe?
20-28 - 

timeframe? 513 650 750

7-8 teams 
play year 
round - at 
WM?; Tryouts 
in Feb 
w/spring 
season 
ending early 
July; fall 
tryouts Aug, 
play through 
Oct

Field 
shortage is 
50' mound 
and 70' base 
fields w/250' 
fenceline; 
concession 
stand for Sat 
games would 
be great; 
First concern 
is for 50'/70' 
grass 
bbfields, 
additional 
46'/60 
skinned 
infields

fix ext fields - 
backstop, 
load of dirt, 
broken 
benches and 
groom 
infields

Joe Bechtel; 
BBGC- 
Baseball

BBGC 
Baseball; 
Paul Meador 
- numbers 
for 
WHITEMAR
SH current 
use only

Limited 
permit at 

WM: 14U full 
use; need 
more field 

time at WM; 
1 team 

currently 
playing at 

WM w/three 
organized 
events per 

week

13 players 
(deduced 
from 14U 
figure)

Monday,  
Wednesday, 
Saturday, 
Sunday 
morning 

Monday and 
Wednesday 
6:00 pm - 
8:30 PM; 

Saturday 9AM-
3PM - DO 
OTHER 

GAMES GET 
SCHEDULED?

; Sunday 
morning - not 

used
1 team w/1 

field 1 unknown unknown unknown
13 members 
on 14U team

demand will 
increase for 
70' and 90' 
fields from 

2012 onward

Permit for 
WM runs 
from May 1 - 
June 30

Paul Meador, 
email dated 
5/19/10

BBGC 
Football 15 + 3 Flag 26

120 (time 
period?) M-Th

200 (time 
period) Sat. 375 425

1) Usable 
field space (2 
full game 
fields); 2) reg 
fields have 
designated 
spec stands 
with 
separation 
apparatus; 3) 
centralized 
concession 
and 
bathroom; 4) 
Press 
box/scoreboa
rd w/storage 
for field 
items; 5) 
designated 
parking area

Synthetic on 
game fields; 
w/one natural 
turf field

Jayson 
Craddock, 
BBGC 
Football, 
email dated 
5/19/10

Whitemarsh Master Plan
DRAFT    
5/21/2010 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend

Sport 
overlap

Source of 
Info

Sept 14-18 236 248 209 230 146 Football
Pete Cipolla; 
Sport Fit

Oct 12-16 218 249 231 225 129 Football  
Jan 4-8 330 294 255 235 131  

Apr 5-7 235 296 233 216 150
Lacrosse? 
Kickball?  

Lease runs 
to 2035 
w/option 
for 
additional 2 
10 year 
periods    

Bowie Environmental Advisory Committee Comments

• Tree clearing kept to a minimum, for parking, access roads and additional fields

• Concerned about an entrance from the S section that would require clearing forest

• Look at feasibility of a parking garage, partially paid for by Sport Fit

• Does Sport Fit lease require City to provide for parking, in light with expanding 
membership

• An environmental assessment should be part of feasibility study of proposed access 
road(s)

• Use pervious pavement, pavers, asphalt, etc. 

• Replace missing trail signs and update images with more pictures

• Add trail maps at main access points and within the trail system

• Develop restoration plan for the stream and its watershed with storm water 
management

• Develop invasive species management plan 

• Remove dead trees adjacent to trails for safety reasons

Separate, 
• Locate playground/tot lot be in the shade

Steering Committee Members:

• Bowie Boys & Girls Club

•Lacrosse

•Baseball

•Football

•St Pius  CYO

•Grace Christian

•Kickball League of Bowie

•Bowie SportFit

•City of Bowie CRC

•City of Bowie CAC

•City staff
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Master Plan: What did we have to work with?
Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan



Master Plan: Generated ideas
Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan



Master Plan: Recommended Concept
Whitemarsh Park Master PlanWhitemarsh Park Master Plan



►►Location & BackgroundLocation & Background


 
This facility is located on the east side of MD Rt. This facility is located on the east side of MD Rt. 
3, just south of the Bowie Baysox Stadium and 3, just south of the Bowie Baysox Stadium and 
is accessed via Mill Branch Road.is accessed via Mill Branch Road.


 
The facility is designed to be a The facility is designed to be a ““regionalregional”” park park 
that will serve Prince Georgethat will serve Prince George’’s County residents s County residents 
and visitors.and visitors.


 
It is staffIt is staff’’s understanding that Ms understanding that M--NCPPC will NCPPC will 
retain responsibility for allocation of the fields at retain responsibility for allocation of the fields at 
this facility.this facility.

MM--NCPPC Green Branch Athletic NCPPC Green Branch Athletic 
ComplexComplex



MM--NCPPC Green Branch Athletic NCPPC Green Branch Athletic 
ComplexComplex

►► Project Schedule (Phase I)Project Schedule (Phase I)


 
Est. Construction CommencementEst. Construction Commencement-- December 2010December 2010



 
Est. Construction CompletionEst. Construction Completion-- December 2011December 2011



 
Est. First Day for Field UsageEst. First Day for Field Usage-- Spring 2012Spring 2012

►► Project OverviewProject Overview


 
Park will have:  3 Softball Fields*; 3 MultiPark will have:  3 Softball Fields*; 3 Multi--use Fields* use Fields* 
(Soccer, Football , Lacrosse); an additional area for (Soccer, Football , Lacrosse); an additional area for 
Youth Soccer, Concession & Restroom Facility, MultiYouth Soccer, Concession & Restroom Facility, Multi--age age 
Play Area, Picnic pavilions, and Loop TrailPlay Area, Picnic pavilions, and Loop Trail

*Fields will be irrigated, however Field lighting has not *Fields will be irrigated, however Field lighting has not 
been funded.been funded.

The following information was obtained from the Maryland- National Capital Park & Planning 
Commission and is current as of November.  



Green Green 
Branch Branch 
Athletic Athletic 
ComplexComplex

Image Provided by the 
Maryland-National Capital 

Park & Planning Commission

Phase I-
Identified by Yellow 

Circle





QuestionsQuestions

►►This concludes our presentation.  Staff and This concludes our presentation.  Staff and 
the Citythe City’’s Consultant would be happy to s Consultant would be happy to 
field any questions you may have regarding field any questions you may have regarding 
the Whitemarsh Park Master Plan at this the Whitemarsh Park Master Plan at this 
time.time.
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