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Parks and Grounds Mission: To enrich the lives of City of Bowie residents and City Park users by providing safe,
clean, and attractive parks, grounds, and athletic fields for their use and enjoyment.

Veterans Park Undergoes Renovations
In the early morning hours of April 18, 2015 a Bowie resident lost control of his car in the 12700 block of
10th Street and drove into the Veterans Park memorial. The circa 1937 M2A2 75mm cannon suffered
extensive damage. The cannon stabilizers were bent and the gun was buried two feet into the ground. In
addition, the flagpole was damaged as well as the grounds surrounding the areas. Nearly a dozen Parks
and Grounds employees were involved in the repairs as were a half a dozen outside resources. The cannon was removed from the premises, the stabilizers were welded, tires and wheels were located and purchased from a dealer in Louisiana, the cannon was scraped and repainted, the flag base was repaired, and
a new base was laid. The repairs cost almost $10,000, which will be reimbursed by the driver’s insurance
company. The memorial was rebuilt in time for the Memorial Day events that
are held there each year.
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Stormwater Runoff
Under the 1987 Clean Water Act Amendments, the U.S. EPA developed new regulations to address storm water that
might impact water quality. These new "Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System" (MS4) regulations were set up in
two Phases dependent upon population and are enforced by the U.S. EPA. Phase I addressed storm water runoff from
large and medium MS4s. Large municipalities with a separate storm sewer system serving a population greater than
250,000 and medium municipalities with a service population between 100,000 and 250,000 had to obtain NPDES
permits. The Phase II regulations address storm water runoff of MS4s serving populations less than 100,000, called
small MS4s.The City of Bowie’s Stormwater systems of conveyance are Phase II regulated. They are maintained by
multiple departments including Planning, Public Works, and Community Services Parks and Grounds Division. On
June 8 & 9, members of the EPA conducted a MS4 audit of the Stormwater daily, monthly, and annual maintenance
and repair records. The auditors visited various stormwater retention ponds, swales, and trenches. They also inspected selected drains and creeks for illicit discharge. An additional aspect of the audit was facility housekeeping. Although the formal report will not be made available to the city for several months, the tentative report was that the
City’s Stormwater areas are in “excellent condition.” and the Parks and Grounds building is an “exemplary facility.” A
16-year veteran of the EPA stated that in the future, when she audits other jurisdictions that have a delegation of
stormwater areas, she will “suggest that they contact the City of Bowie for pointers on the correct best management
practices of the systems.”
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What’s Happening to the Ash Trees?
The emerald ash borer (EAB) is an exotic pest of ash trees. It is native to Asia and thought to have arrived
in the United States in solid wood packing material from its native Asia. It was first detected in the Detroit,
Michigan/Windsor, Ontario area in July 2002 (Maryland Department of Agriculture). This bug came to our
area in Maryland on an illegal shipment of ash trees from already-infested Michigan. EAB infestation has
moved into the Bowie area. The Community Forester as well as several contractors the City has hired
have been working tirelessly to treat trees that may be able to be saved. Those that are already too far
gone have been removed or are slated to be removed in the near future. Since the Ash tree is a commonly used landscape tree, the City has a significant inventory of ash trees. Prince George’s County is currently the most infested county in the State of Maryland.
Residents can help to prevent any further infestation of this and many
other tree diseases by not transporting firewood. Firewood should be
used within a 15 mile radius of where it was bought. If you have questions, go to the Maryland Department of Agriculture website provided
below or contact Community Forester Rick Kellner at
rkellner@cityofbowie.org.
http://mda.maryland.gov/plants-pests/Documents/
EABHomeownerGuide.pdf
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April-June Work Distribution

Tree Trim - Routine
Total
2%
Tree Removal Total
2%
SWM Maintenance
Total
12%

Tree Trim - Service
Call Total
2%

Turf Maintenance
Total
3%

Ballfield Maintenance
Total
6% Ballfield Painting Total
3%
Construction/Mainten
ance Total
4%
Equipment
Maintenance Total
4%

Refuse Removal Total
3%

Playground Inspection
Total
1%

Hort - Landscape
Maint Total
12%

Hort - Seasonal
Flowers Total
2%

Mulching Total
3%

Misc Total
3%
Mowing Total
38%

Mowing encompasses more than a third of the work in the spring and summer, but other
tasks were accomplished. The stormwater crew was hard at work servicing the ponds and
repairing damage from the long winter. The ballfield crews worked to prepare the fields for
spring baseball, softball, soccer, and lacrosse. The tree crews worked tirelessly removing
and trimming trees that did not survive the winter. The mechanical crew made certain the
equipment was ready and working properly. Each member of the Parks and Grounds team
continued to ensure the department operated efficiently.
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Adopted FY16 Budget
On May 18, 2015, the City Council approved
the FY16 Budget. Parks and Grounds
Equipment Acquisition and Replacements are
as follows:


Replacement of #316 a Chevrolet Silverado
with a 2016 Ford F-250



Replacement of landscaping trailer #383



Replacement of equipment trailer #384



Replacement of Toro Groundsmaster #341



Replacement of Toro Infield Groomer #332



Replacement of 200 Gallon Boom Sprayer



Replacement of 52” Walk-behind mower



Replacement of one pond aeration fountain



Replacement of 2 leaf collection boxes



Acquisition of a Bri-Mar Dump Trailer

Project highlights for the Parks and Grounds & Stormwater
Divisions of Community Services for FY16 include:


Irrigation updates at all City Parks and Buildings that
have irrigation



Invasive plant removal and reforestation at Church
Road Park



Install a Variable Frequency Drive Control System at
Jericho Park



Renovate the landscaping at 11th St. in Old Town
Bowie



Install gates and fencing at Old Stage II Stormwater
Pond



Remove 2,500 sq. ft. of turf and install native trees and
shrubs adjacent to Town Center Pond

Annual Plantings

Each Spring and Fall, the Horticulture Crew plants flowers at various locations throughout the area. The colors
they provide in the Spring give a much respite from the dreariness of the Winter. This year’s plantings included
areas throughout the city plus the addition of planters in front of City Hall.
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Personnel Updates

Personnel Updates



Bill Schomp was promoted to Crew Leader



Kevin Kreitzer was promoter to Crew Leader



Tony Bullock was promoted to Municipal Service Worker



Eric Mutchler was promoted to Crew Leader



William Powell was promoted to Equipment Operator I



Alonzo Smith was promoted to Equipment Operator I



Kirk Megginson was hired as Equipment Operator I



Stefon Ryan was hired as Equipment Operator I



Fernando Lizama was hired as Municipal Service Worker



Roy Judy resigned his position of
Parks Crew Leader after nearly 18
years with the City



Al Rennie resigned his position of
Equipment Operator I after 6 years of
service with the City

Annual Plantings

Safety Update


As of this publication, Parks and Grounds
has gone 216 days accident free.

3106 Mitchellville Rd
Bowie, MD 20716
Phone: 301-809-2353
Fax: 301-809-2310
E-mail: sbeach@cityofbowie.org

