MEMORANDUM

TO:

City Council

FROM:

John L. Fitzwater
Assistant City Manager

SUBJECT:

Status Report

DATE: October 12, 2017

Status Report
1. FY18 Hydrant Replacement Program
The Public Works Department Utilities Division is in need of hydrants and hydrant
inserts as part of its FY18 Hydrant Replacement Program. The Public Works Department
located a contract with Core & Main (previously HD Supply Waterworks, LTD) through
the City of Rockville (RFP #20-12), upon which we will be able to piggyback. We intend
to issue a purchase order to Core & Main in the amount of $34,716. This is within the
FY18 budgeted amount of $35,000.
As provided in Section 62 of the City Charter, this will serve as the required seven (7)
day notice of intent to purchase these hydrants and inserts.
2. Business Counseling from the Maryland Procurement Technical Assistance Center’s
(MD PTAC)
The City granted $5,000 this fiscal year so that Bowie businesses can receive business
counseling from the Maryland Procurement Technical Assistance Center (MD PTAC).
The MD PTAC mission is to assist Maryland businesses to prepare for and engage in the
procurement process with federal, state and local government agencies. Our program is
funded in part by the Department of Defense through the Defense Logistics Agency’s
Office of Small Business Programs, the Maryland Department of Commerce, the
University of Maryland, the City of Bowie, Hartford County and other local partners.
A business is eligible to receive counseling services from the MD PTAC, provided that it
has a product or service that has a reasonable expectation of being procured under
government contract. There is no cost to the business owner who receives counseling.
Our services include but are not limited to: Information on federal/state/local
procurement actions; Advice for obtaining and responding to solicitations; Market
research to identify government agencies who buy your products or services; Help in
identifying subcontracting opportunities and procurement resources; Assist in
understanding government policies and regulations; Pre/post-award contract assistance;
and Assistance with all government registrations.
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The MD PTAC provides counseling staff every Tuesday to assist businesses with
government contracting at the Bowie City Hall and at the Bowie Business Innovation
Center (Bowie BIC) located at Bowie State University. For more information on how to
register to become a client, go to the MD PTAC website: www.mdptac.org They are
headquartered at the University of Maryland, 7100 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 303, College
Park, MD 20740, Phone Number: 301-403-2740.
3. State Ethics Law Changes
During the 2017 Legislative Session, the General Assembly made changes to the State
Ethics Law. Some of these changes will require action by the City Council to amend the
City's Ethics Code. Attached is a letter from the State Ethics Commission that outlines
these changes. Staff will refer this letter to the City's Ethics Commission for their
recommendation to the City Council regarding this matter.
4. City Receives Environmentally Responsible Management Award for Allen Pond
The City of Bowie has been awarded an Environmentally Responsible Management
Certification, by the Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) for the natural grass
athletic fields at Allen Pond Park. This award is the first in Maryland and one of 23 in the
United States and Spain, showcasing ecological stewardship and sustainable best
practices. This prestigious recognition is for the City’s three natural turf fields at Allen
Pond: Huston, Murtagh, and the Allen Pond Softball Field. Congratulations to Parks and
Grounds Superintendent Ed Hall and his crews for this honor.
5. Computer Equipment Purchase
The FY18 Budget contains funding in the Information Technology Department budget to
replace staff computers. The City is seeking to purchase 35 desktops, 35 monitors, and 5
laptops for the Police Department. After a careful analysis, it was determined that the
City would utilize the State of Maryland Desktop, Laptop, and Tablet 2015 Master
Contract (060B5400007) to purchase the equipment. Requests for quotes were sent to
the 34 authorized State of Maryland Dell vendors and nine responses were received.
CDWGovernment
Star Computer Supply
DataNetworks
DSR, Inc.
Victory Global Solutions, Inc.
Zones
Applied Technology Services
Advanced Computer Concepts
Prosys Information Systems

$78,463.15
$86,075.00
$86,395.00
$86,707.90
$87,469.85
$88,062.75
$89,370.00
$89,583.65
$90,124.00

As provided by Section 62 of the City Charter, this will serve as the required seven-day
notice of intent to issue a purchase order to CDWGovernment in the amount of
$78,463.15.
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6. Economic Development Committee (EDC)
The EDC received a briefing on the Bowie Golf Course from the Assistant City Manager
and engaged in a lively discussion about the future of that Bowie amenity. The EDC will
be gathering additional information and intends to meet with the current Bowie Golf
Course management team to learn more about the ‘golf business’ in Bowie. The EDC is
also considering recommendations to the City Council about the future of the golf course
both as a business and as a real property.
The next regular meeting of the Bowie EDC is Wednesday November 8, 2017 at 7:30
AM at City Hall.
7. Whitemarsh (Jesuit) Property Rezoning Filed
Yesterday, The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC)
officially accepted the rezoning application submitted by Bowie Whitemarsh Elm, LC
(Zoning Map Amendment A-10039). Staff will post the primary application materials
(Statement of Justification, Basic Plan, and Traffic Analysis) on the City website by the
end of next week. There are no defined timeframes in the Zoning Ordinance requiring
scheduling of a Basic Plan hearing. According to the developer, they are not requesting
the scheduling of any County hearings at this time, in order to allow time for them to
meet with City Council to ask your consideration of City water and sewer service for the
project. A written request for an appearance before Council is expected to be received by
Thanksgiving.

JLF/lfr
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