Full COVID updates are provided on Mondays and Fridays, and brief “snapshots” of COVID related data and other
important information are provided on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.
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Source: Maryland COVID-19 dashboard
Visit the Prince George’s County COVID-19 dashboard to view data for all zip codes in the County and
the Maryland dashboard for statewide data.
Recent Trends
In total, Maryland has now conducted 1,348,880 COVID-19 tests. Just under 17,000 of those tests were
conducted over the last 24 hours. About 16.4% of the state’s population has now been tested. In addition,
there are 535 total current COVID-19 hospitalizations—a decline of 20 over the past 24 hours. There are
139 ICU beds in use—an increase of 5.
Maryland Cases Over Time

Source: Maryland COVID-19 dashboard

Getting Tested and Getting Results in a Timely Manner Can Be Challenging
The need for testing has exploded across the nation. This increased demand for testing has caused delays
in obtaining results, as the major lab companies have been flooded with processing COVID-19 tests, in
addition to keeping up with their regular workloads.

Unfortunately, Maryland has not been spared these growing response times, as is evidenced by news
articles and social media posts complaining of days, or even weeks, of waiting for test results. These wait
times are not only stressful for residents who are often isolating until they receive their results, but they
also hinder the ability of the contact tracers to do their jobs effectively.
Marylanders have two options when choosing where to get a test: private companies and government
sponsored sites. Private companies are conducting tests and sending them out to their own contracted
labs. Some of these companies have quick turn-around times; others are struggling to keep up.
Unfortunately, there is no way to know for sure how quickly your results will be returned when you are
selecting one of these private testing sites.
Testing sites operated by the state of Maryland or a local government can often return results within 5
days, sometimes sooner. These are the sites being operated at locations like Six Flags, the convention
centers in Baltimore and Ocean City, Vehicle Emissions (VEIP) facilities and other “pop up” sites around
the state. The downside is that in some cases, testing is not offered every day, and sometimes the hours
are limited.
You can find a list of all COVID-19 testing sites in Maryland at
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/symptoms-testing. You can also call the Prince George’s County
Health Department testing line for information about County testing locations at 301-883-6627.
FDA Adds Additional Products to Hand Sanitizer Warning List
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is warning that certain brands of hand sanitizer
contain insufficient amounts of ethyl or isopropyl alcohol to effectively deactivate the virus that causes
COVID-19. This warning follows others regarding brands that contain the toxic chemical methanol. As a
result, the list of hand sanitizer brands that are banned from being imported into the United States from
Mexico continues to grow. Hand washing for at least 20 seconds, especially after using the bathroom;
before eating; and after coughing, sneezing, or blowing the nose, remains the best method for
prevention. Hand sanitizer containing at least 60% ethyl alcohol (or ethanol) should only be used when
soap and water are not available. The FDA requests that health care professionals, consumers, and
patients report adverse events or quality problems with hand sanitizers to their MedWatch Adverse Event
Reporting program, providing as much information as possible to identify the product.
(Source: City of Alexandria COVID update)

