Summary (updates highlighted in yellow)
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020
Today’s COVID-19 Numbers
The data in this chart reflect three days of increases. The second chart below breaks down the data by day.

Source: Maryland COVID-19 dashboard

Visit the Prince George’s County COVID-19 dashboard to view data for all zip codes in the County and the Maryland
dashboard for statewide data.

COVID-19 Data
Last week, the state of Maryland began reporting the number of new cases per 100,000 residents. As you
can see from the graphic below, Prince George’s County’s rate is above the statewide average, but far
below where the state and county were earlier this year. The new cases per 100,000 makes it easier to
compare how different jurisdictions are doing. Places with larger populations are likely to have more cases,
simply because more people live there. So, rather than comparing raw numbers of cases, this metric
compares how widespread the infection rate is for an equal subset of the population.

Maryland Cases Over Time

Source: State of Maryland. Visit the Maryland COVID-19 Dashboard to view an interactive version of this chart. Hover over the
chart on the state site to see the number of new cases for a specific day.

COVID-19 Testing
Find a testing site on the Maryland website: https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/. Also, Prince George’s
County Health Department provides a list of their testing sites at health.mypgc.us/COVIDtesting or you can

call 3-1-1 to reach the Prince George’s County Information line. Testing site information is constantly being
updated, so be sure to check the status of a specific testing site before going.
The length of time it takes to receive your test results can vary greatly depending on where your test is
done, and what kind of lab processes your test. In general, results are being returned faster from
government labs than from private providers that may be sending their tests out of state to be processed.

Back to School Will Bring New Challenges
Wherever your child will be learning this fall, this school year is sure to be like no other. Here are links to
two articles that may provide some helpful tips for the student and for the parents and caregivers who will
be coping with a new normal.
• Tips for parents and caregivers during COVID-19 (from the Fairfax County website)
• How to give kids a sense of routine and stability in a school year that is anything but normal
(Washington Post article)
Resources for PGCPS Parents
Prince George’s County Public Schools opened virtually today for the new school year. The system is
offering a variety of resources to parents to help them cope with distance learning:

•

Troubleshooting at Home
The Distance Learning portal provides helpful information in one place. Your child’s classroom
teacher or school registrar can also help to resolve many common issues.

•

Distance Learning Hotline
Parents can call 240-696-6229, Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. for help with
technical/equipment issues and/or instructional guidance and support.

•

Parent Support Centers
Make an appointment to receive help with technology, navigating online platforms and other issues
at one of nine Parent Support Centers across the county. Centers are open Mondays and
Wednesdays from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. View locations.

New Program to Help Small Businesses
Prince George’s County is launching the Emerge Stronger program for County small businesses. Emerge
Stronger was created to provide direct technical assistance, business operations, and financial management
tools to help revamp businesses during the pandemic and beyond. The program is being done in
partnership with Prince George’s County Economic Development Corporation, FSC First, and the Bowie
Business Innovation Center (BIC). Learn more at www.emergestrongerpgc.com.
COVID-19 Hourly Employee Relief Fund
Employ Prince George’s (EPG) provides financial assistance to hourly workers who were making less than
$19 an hour before losing their job due to the pandemic. Assistance is in the form of a $200 EPG Visa Cash
Card. The Bowie City Council recently voted to make a $20,000 donation to this fund. The next gift card
giveaway in Bowie will be in late September, but you must apply now to be eligible. Learn more about this
program and how to apply at www.employpg.org/covid19.
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