Full COVID updates are provided on Mondays and Fridays, and brief “snapshots” of COVID related data and other
important information are provided on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.

Tuesday, September 1, 2020

Source: Maryland COVID-19 dashboard
Visit the Prince George’s County COVID-19 dashboard to view data for all zip codes in the County and
the Maryland dashboard for statewide data.
COVID-19 Data
Today, the Maryland Health Department reports 108,863 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the state, with
a statewide daily positivity rate of 4.67%. State hospitalization levels have spiked by a small amount for
today. However, the increases in cases numbers at the state, county, and local levels continue to remain
low.
Maryland Cases Over Time

Source: Maryland COVID-19 dashboard
Governor Says Local Jurisdictions Can Begin Moving to Stage 3 of Recovery When Their Metrics Warrant
It and the Jurisdictions Authorize it
Governor Hogan held a press conference late this afternoon and announced that based on Maryland’s
improving health metrics, the state is taking its initial steps into Stage Three of COVID19 recovery.
The Executive Order says that:
• As of Friday 9/4 at 5pm, all business in Maryland can reopen.
• Indoor theatres where live performances occur or motion pictures are shown may open to the
general public at 50% capacity, or 100 people per auditorium—whichever is less.
• Outdoor venues where live performances occur or motion pictures are shown outdoors may open
to the general public at 50% capacity, or 250 people.
• Capacity for retail establishments and religious facilities may increase from 50 to 75 percent.
Please note:
As with the previous stages, Stage Three will be implemented in multiple phases. It will be up to each of
the 24 Maryland jurisdictions to decide their own timetable for moving to Stage 3. The Governor’s
Executive Order will not apply to Prince George’s County until County Executive Alsobrooks determines
that the County is ready to move to the next stage of recovery.
Read the Governor’s order
Data Trends
Despite a small bump in hospitalizations today, Maryland’s positivity rate continues to remain below the
5% mark; however, the US positivity rate is still around 9%. As of today, 12 states have positivity rates
above 10%. Anyone traveling from these states into Maryland should get tested and quarantine until
negative test results are received or until they have recovered from the virus:
•
•

Alabama
Arizona

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Florida
Georgia
Idaho
Louisiana
Mississippi
Nebraska
Nevada
South Carolina
Texas
Virginia (exempt from the quarantine requirement)*

For more information on how to get tested, visit COVIDtest.maryland.gov.
MD Contact Tracing – “Answer the Call”
Contact tracing is a critically important weapon in our battle against COVID-19. But your response is the
most important part of this process. Marylanders are encouraged to cooperate with the state’s contact
tracing efforts by answering calls from ‘MD COVID’ or 240-466-4888. Learn more about COVIDLink and
contact tracing in Maryland.
Community Legal Services of Prince George’s County Offers Resources for Renters
Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the Community Legal Services of Prince George’s County is offering
resources to help residents with questions about evictions during COVID-19. Resources include guidance
related to what protections are currently in place and how residents may be impacted. Visit the
Community Legal Services of Prince George's County website for more information.
CDC Guidance on Gatherings and Cook-outs
The CDC has recently put out guidance on taking part in social activities. With Labor Day weekend coming
up, it’s especially important to keep these tips and reminders for hosting small safe outdoor gatherings in
mind. Visit the CDC Website for information on how to stay safe while participating in a gathering or
cookout.
Remind guests to stay home if they are sick
• Remind invited guests to stay home if they have been exposed to COVID-19 in the last 14 days or
are showing COVID-19 symptoms. Anyone who has had close contact with a person who has
COVID-19 should also stay home and monitor their health. Invited guests who live with those at
higher risk should also consider the potential risk to their loved ones.
• Consider keeping a list of guests who attended for potential future contract tracing needs.
Encourage social distancing
• Host your gathering outdoors, when possible. If this is not feasible, make sure the room or space is
well-ventilated (for example, open a window).
• Arrange tables and chairs to allow for social distancing. People from the same household can be in
groups together and don’t need to be 6 feet apart – just 6 feet away from other families.
• If planning activities for adults and/or kids, consider those where social distancing can be
maintained, like sidewalk chalk art or frisbee.
• When guests arrive, minimize gestures that promote close contact. For example, don’t shake
hands, do elbow bumps, or give hugs. Instead wave and verbally greet them.

Wear masks
• Wear masks when less than 6 feet apart from people or indoors.
• Consider providing masks for guests or asking them to bring their own.
Clean hands often
• Consider providing hand sanitizer in addition to clearly marked hand washing areas.
• Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds when entering and exiting social gatherings. If soap and
water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover all
surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry.
• Make sure there is adequate soap or hand sanitizer containing at least 60% alcohol available in the
restrooms and encourage guests not to form a line at the door. Consider also providing cleaning
supplies that allow guests to wipe down surfaces before they leave.
• Remind guests to wash their hands before serving or eating food.
• Use single-use hand towels or paper towels for drying hands so guests do not share a towel.
Limit the number of people handling or serving food
• Encourage guests to bring their own food and drinks.
• Limit people going in and out of the areas where food is being prepared or handled, such as in the
kitchen or around the grill, if possible.
• If serving any food, consider identifying one person to serve all food so that multiple people are
not handling the serving utensils.
• Use single-use options or identify one person to serve sharable items, like salad dressings, food
containers, and condiments, so that multiple people are not handling the items.
Limit contact with commonly touched surfaces or shared items
• Use touchless garbage cans or pails.
• Use gloves when removing garbage bags or handling and disposing of trash. Wash hands after
removing gloves.
• Clean and disinfect commonly touched surfaces and any shared items between use when feasible.
• If you choose to use any shared items that are reusable (e.g., seating covers, tablecloths, linen
napkins), wash, clean, and sanitize them after the event.
National Preparedness Month 2020
National Preparedness Month (NPM) is recognized each September to promote family and community
disaster planning now and throughout the year. As our nation continues to respond to COVID-19, there is
no better time to be involved. This year’s NPM theme is “Disasters don’t wait”. Make your plan today.
We’ll be providing tips all month in this publication and on social media and Bowie Government TV. You
can also follow Bowie Emergency Management (@BowieMD_OEM) on Twitter this month as they discuss
preparedness during Covid-19.

