Friday, October 2, 2020

Source: Maryland COVID-19 dashboard
Visit the Prince George’s County COVID-19 dashboard to view data for all zip codes in the County and
the Maryland dashboard for statewide data.
Maryland Cases over Time

Source: Maryland COVID-19 dashboard
COVID Data Trends
The number of new cases in Maryland has been over 700 for the last two days, which is higher than
they’ve been in almost three weeks. Prince George’s County’s metrics are up slightly.
Prince George’s County Metrics
Prince George’s County remains in Reopening Phase 2. It is not likely to move to Phase 3 for a few more
weeks or until three key metrics for COVID suppression show consistent and sustained progress.
Key Metrics
Current status* Goal
Positivity rate
4.53
Remain below 5%
Cases per 100K
11.47
New cases below 5 per 100K (low risk)
Infection rate
Medium risk
Low risk range (<.9)
(*) Red represents an increase in these figures. Green would represent a decrease.
Governor Eases Restrictions for Nursing Homes and Makes Other COVID-19 Announcements
Nursing Homes
• Effective immediately, as a result of new federal and state guidelines, indoor visitation may begin
in all nursing homes that are not experiencing a current outbreak or have not experienced any
new cases in the last 14 days.
• Indoor visitation will not be permitted if the local jurisdiction’s positivity rate rises above 10%.
• Antigen test kits are being distributed to nursing homes and more funding has been allocated for
the testing of nursing home staff.
Flu Shots
• The governor strongly encourages Marylanders to get their flu shot, from their doctor, a local
pharmacy, or from their local health department as soon as possible.
Childcare
• Childcare facilities can return to full capacity for which they are licensed but must still adhere to
state and federal health and safety guidelines.
Other comments made during the Governor’s press conference:
• The statewide positivity rate (2.88%) is down nearly 90% since its peak on April 17. It has been
under 5% for 98 consecutive days and under 4% for 54 consecutive days.
•

No Maryland counties are currently in the “red zone,” as designated by the CDC. All 24
jurisdictions have positivity rates below 5%; 21 are under 4%; 14 are under 3%; 4 are under 2%,
and 2 are under 1%.

•

Hospitalizations are down more than 80 percent since they peaked 167 days ago. Maryland has
seen a nearly 88% decline in ICU levels since their peak.

About Halloween
Many of you have inquired about whether there will be trick or treating in Bowie this year. Halloween
trick or treating is a time-honored tradition here and around the country. However, in the past, it has not
been something the city has regulated, though we usually do recommend trick or treating hours.

Like so many other things, COVID-19 has complicated this tradition for this year. Last week, the CDC
issued guidance that ranks the risks of various activities associated with Halloween. Traditional trick or
treating or a trunk and treat events are ranked as high-risk activities. The CDC Halloween guidance
document offers suggestions for some safer alternatives to door-to-door trick or treating.
The City of Bowie is awaiting guidance from the Prince George’s County Health Department about
Halloween. When that it is released, we will publicize it widely and will likely recommend that Bowie
residents follow whatever the local health officials are advising.
County Health Department Testing Update
Effective October 1, the Prince George’s County Health Department will end community COVID-19 testing
at three temporary Park and Planning locations and begin expanding the number of partner test sites the
department supplies across the County. COVID-19 testing from the Health Department remains free and
no appointment is needed.
These sites remain open:
• Prince George’s County Health Center – Cheverly
• D. Leonard Dyer Regional Health Center – Clinton
The County also provides supplies to two other “partner” sites
• Adventist Medical Group’s Primary Care Center – Fort Washington
• Luminis Health Site at the First Methodist Church - Hyattsville
These sites are closing:
• Laurel-Beltsville Senior Activity Center
• Wayne K. Curry Sports and Learning Center
• Chillum Rollingcrest Recreation Center
Call the Health Department’s Coronavirus Hotline at 301-883-6627 for the latest testing
information, weekdays between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. or visit the County’s testing webpage.

Other News
Upcoming Virtual Meetings
• 10/5, 8 p.m. – City Council Meeting (Agenda items: Police Department Update, City Development
Policies)
Visit www.cityofbowie.org/calendar.aspx for more information and links to the virtual meetings.
Food Drive for Bowie Pantry – October 4
Help support those in need by donating food and other personal items to the Bowie Pantry. A drivethrough food drive takes place 10/4, from 9 a.m. to noon at the Kenhill Center. Monetary donations,
made out to the Bowie Interfaith Pantry, will also be accepted.

It’s a Virtual International Festival this Year
The International Festival is usually one of Bowie’s most popular events. This year, since we can’t host the
event at Allen Pond due to pandemic restrictions, we are bringing parts of the event to you virtually.
On Saturday, October 3, the Bowie Government Channel will be broadcasting some of our favorite
musical and dance performances from past International Festivals. Visit the International Festival page on
the City website for the broadcast schedule. You’ll also find links to a short International Festival
highlights video and Read Aloud book videos highlighting different world cultures. Be sure to also check
out the passport section, for information and directions for several arts and crafts projects that children
can do at home.
Bowie Government Channel: FIOS 10 & Xfinity 71 & 996
International Festival webpage: www.cityofbowie.org/internationalfest
County Seeks Input on Bowie Master Plan Update
The County Planning Department is working on an update to the Bowie-Mitchellville and Vicinity Master
Plan. The Master Plan will carefully examine existing conditions and issues, and revisit the vision for the
area. This document will also help to guide development in the area for the next several years. The
project team is interested in engaging the community as much as possible in the process through a series
of virtual chats on eight different planning elements. Visit www.mncppc.org/4957/Community-ChatSeries for the Zoom links to each chat.
Meals Giveaway for Seniors Age 60+
County Council Chair Todd Turner and the Prince George’s County Department of Family Services have
teamed up to provide meals to seniors who live in County Council District 4 (Bowie/Greenbelt).
• Meals are provided by Martin’s Catering.
• Seniors must preregister to be eligible for this giveaway. Registration form

•
•
•
•
•

All information requested on the form must be provided
Then scan and return form to ejarchie@co.pg.md.us
Or contact Evelyn Archie to apply by phone or text a picture of the completed form to her at 240619-9775
Registration deadline is October 7
The Bowie pickup date: October 16 at the Bowie Senior Center
Masks must be worn at pickup

Hydrant Flushing Underway
The City of Bowie Public Works Department will begin the annual fire hydrant flushing and testing
program in areas served by City water. Hydrant flushing began September 28, 2020 and will take place
Monday through Friday from approximately 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. in accordance with the following
schedule:

Election Information
Last week, the State Board of Elections began sending out mail-in ballots to those who applied for them.
Ballots can be returned in the mail (no postage necessary) or at a voting drop box. The deadline to apply
for a mail-in ballot is October 20.
If you have already requested a mail-in ballot:
•

Monitor your mailbox in the coming days.

•

Once you receive your ballot, fill it out completely, place it in the return envelope, sign the voter
oath on the envelope, and seal the envelope.

•

Return it to a secure ballot drop box located throughout the County by 8 p.m. on November 3, or
via mail with a postmark on or before November 3. A secure ballot drop box has now been placed
outside the City Gymnasium and is being guarded 24/hours a day.

Links to more information
•
•
•
•
•
•

List of Ballot Drop Boxes (not all boxes have been delivered yet)
List of Election Day Vote Centers and Early Voting locations for Prince George’s County.
Frequently Asked Questions (and Answers) about the Election
Prince George’s County Board of Elections 301-341-7300
Maryland Board of Elections 410-269-2840
Prince George’s County FAQ page about the General Election

Census Deadline is Approaching
Make sure that every Bowie household is counted. Complete the census now at www.my2020census.gov
or call 844-330-2020 to complete it by phone. (Spanish language line: 844-468-2020).

