Friday, December 4, 2020
Here’s what you will find in today’s update:
COVID-19 Information
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

COVID Trends
Metrics charts
Key county metrics
Maryland hospitalizations
Nationwide trends graphs
CDC FAQ on vaccinations
Vaccine update
Vaccine benefits
Testing information
Flu shots

•
•
•
•

Food resources
Rental housing assistance
Mental health matters
City Gym Update

Other News
• Upcoming meetings
• Virtual meeting re: Jesuit Property
• Leaf Collection is underway
• City of Bowie job vacancies

COVID Trends
Maryland is reporting 3,792 new cases of COVID-19 today, which is an all-time high and the state
positivity rate is at 8%. Nearly 56,000 tests were conducted yesterday. County case numbers are also
showing a large increase today. More than 100,000 Americans are currently hospitalized due to COVID.
Key Metrics Charts
These charts provide data for the last seven days on key COVID-19 metrics that are being tracked and
analyzed to identify trends and to make reopening decisions.
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Key

Represents the daily number of new positive cases.
The 7-day positivity rate is a rolling weekly average of the percent of new
cases relative to the number of tests conducted. The goal is a positivity rate
consistently below 5%.
Measures how widespread the virus is in a community. The goal is to have
fewer than 5 new cases per 100K persons.
Shows how many people are infected by each positive case. The goal is an
infection rate at or below 0.9.

Data sources:
Except for the infection rate, all data provided here is from the State of Maryland’s COVID
dashboard. The infection rate is tracked by www.covidactnow.org. It is subject to adjustments
and may have a 1 to 3-day lag time in reporting.

Prince George’s County Metrics
Key Metrics
Current status*
Positivity rate
9.65
Cases per 100K
37.12
Infection rate
1.02

Goal
Remain below 5%
New cases below 5 per 100K (low risk)
Low risk range (<0.9)

(*) Green represents a decrease in these figures. Red represents an increase and black signifies no change.

Maryland Hospitalizations

A Look at Nationwide Metrics
The graphic below provides a nationwide look at four key metrics - new tests, new confirmed cases,
hospitalizations, and new deaths.

Updates from the CDC
Frequently Asked Questions about COVID-19 Vaccination
Vaccine Update
On December 1, the CDC's Advisory Committee for Immunization Practices conducted an emergency
meeting to discuss how initial supplies of the vaccines should be allocated among the population, once
vaccines are authorized.

Their recommendation is that healthcare workers and long-term care facility residents should be the first
to receive any COVID-19 vaccine that gets emergency authorization. The guidance acts as a framework, as
states have the final say in how to distribute its vaccines. It is expected to take three weeks to vaccinate
health care workers in most states and local jurisdictions.
The first shipments of the Pfizer-BioNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine are set to be delivered on December 15, if
the FDA grants approval to the Emergency Use Authorization application on December 10. Moderna is
scheduled to have its Emergency Use Application reviewed on December 17. It plans to be able to ship its
vaccines by December 22.
Novavax, a Maryland company, announced that clinical trials for its COVID-19 vaccine will begin in the US
and Mexico in the coming weeks. It is also conducting a Phase 3 Trial in the United Kingdom. This will be
the fifth COVID-19 vaccine to enter late-stage clinical trials in the US.
The Pfizer vaccine was granted emergency use authorization in the United Kingdom on December 2,
which will make the country one of the first to begin mass inoculation of its population.
In a television interview on December 3, Governor Hogan said that when it is approved, Maryland has
been told to expect an initial delivery of 155,000 vaccines. More are expected by the end of the year.
Approximately 300,000 vaccines are needed to vaccinate healthcare workers and nursing home residents
in the state.
The Benefits of Getting a COVID-19 Vaccine
COVID-19 vaccines are in the final stages of approval for distribution to the public. The CDC has published
information about the many benefits of getting a COVID-19 vaccine once they become available.
Vaccines help the body develop natural protection against the virus by triggering an antibody response to
the virus. The various vaccine candidates awaiting approval are not live vaccines, which means they will
not cause recipients to become infected with the virus. Vaccinations protect the recipient and will help to
prevent the spread of the disease.
View the CDC’s Facts on COVID Vaccination
COVID Testing
Please visit the Prince George’s County COVID-19 testing webpage for site locations and testing
schedules. You’ll also find links there to information about State of Maryland testing locations. If you have
additional questions about the County’s testing program, call the coronavirus hotline at 301-883-6627
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Have You Gotten a Flu Shot?
Health officials say it is critical for people to get a flu shot this year. The CDC warns with more than
200,000 COVID-19 related deaths already in the United States, another respiratory illness could increase
the chances of residents catching both diseases at once.
Flu symptoms are similar to those of COVID-19. Both viruses are more severe for the elderly and those
with underlying medical conditions. Getting a flu shot to prevent the flu allows healthcare professionals
to better manage the COVID-19 pandemic and preserve health care resources. Get a flu shot today by
visiting your primary care provider, a local pharmacy, or one of the County Health Department flu clinics.

Food Programs
There are a variety of programs underway in Bowie and in the surrounding community to help make sure
that no one goes hungry during these uncertain times. We have gathered the information together on a
new page on our website so that it easy to find and easy to navigate. If you are in need of food or know
someone who is experiencing food insecurity, we encourage you to visit www.cityofbowie.org/food.
Holiday Meals for Seniors
County Council Chair Todd Turner and the Prince George’s County Department of Family Services will host
a drive up “Senior Grab & Go” holiday meal giveaway for his constituents in the parking lot of the Bowie
Senior Center on December 18, from 10 to 11 a.m.
To be eligible for the giveaway, you must register for the event. The registration deadline is December 11.
You can find a link to the registration form at www.cityofbowie.org/food. Registration can also be taken
over the telephone by calling Evelyn Archie in the Chair Turner’s Office at 240-619-9775 or email
ejarchie@co.pg.md.us.
COVID-19 Rental Assistance Program May Be Able to Help Pay Your Rent for up to Three Months
Are you having trouble meeting your monthly rent? The City of Bowie has a COVID-19 Rental Assistance
Program for tenants who have suffered a loss of income due to the pandemic. The Rental Assistance
Program will provide short term assistance to low- and moderate-income families who meet the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) income limit guidelines.
The program is now expanded to pay up to three months past-due rent. Delinquent rent payments will
be paid directly to the landlords for eligible and qualified applicants. If you think you might be eligible,
don’t delay. You must apply before December 16, 2020. Visit www.cityofbowie.org/cobcares for all the
details and an application. Paper copies of the application can be picked up at the front desk at Bowie City
Hall. For questions or additional information, contact Emergency Rent Assistance Specialist Paola
Villatoro, at era@hiphomes.org or go to www.hiphomes.org/bowieERA.
Mental Health Matters!
Mental health concerns have been prevalent in our community as pressures on kids, teens and parents
have increased. According to the Center for Disease Control, more than more than 40% of respondents in
a recent study reported mental health symptoms related to the current pandemic. Teens and young
adults, in particular, were found to be at increased risk.
Here’s some signs of stress that may indicate a need for help:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Changes in mood,
Lack of interest in once-loved activities,
Changes in friendships,
Changes in eating and sleep patterns,
Less attention to personal hygiene,
Alcohol or other drug abuse.

Please know that you are not alone. If you are concerned for yourself or a loved one, affordable and
confidential help is available.
•
•

City of Bowie Youth & Family Services: - 1-513-817-3158
Prince George’s County Hotline: 301-864-7161

•
•

Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-SUICIDE
Prince George’s County Crisis Response Hotline: 301-429-2185

Other News
Upcoming Meetings
12/7 – Virtual City Council Meeting, 8 p.m.
12/15 – Mill Branch Crossing - Bowie Advisory Planning Board Public Hearing, 7 p.m.
View the December 1 Virtual Stakeholders Meeting on Jesuit Property
Discussions are underway about a possible new concept for the property owned by the Society of Jesus
(Jesuits) next to Sacred Heart Church on MD 450. The owners would like to build a retreat center on the
site. The virtual stakeholders meeting was held on December 1. You can view a video of the meeting at
either of the following links:
• Bowie website: www.cityofbowie.org/viewmeetings
• YouTube: www.youtube.com/watch?v=PyXdyQBq3Hg
Please contact the Planning Department at 301-809-3045 with any questions.
Leaf Collection
The City of Bowie Curbside Vacuum Leaf Collection Program runs through mid-December. Every singlefamily neighborhood will have two collections during that time. The schedule is posted by week this
year, rather than by specific date. You can view the 2020 schedule at www.cityofbowie.org/leaves to see
which two weeks your neighborhood will have leaf collection. Leaves should be raked to the curb (but not
in the street), by 7 a.m. on Monday of your scheduled week.
Please call the Public Works Department at 301-809-2344 if you have questions about the Curbside Leaf
Collection Program. If you prefer to bag your leaves, they will be picked up on Wednesdays with yard
waste. Use paper yard waste bags (no plastic bags).
City of Bowie Job Vacancies
• Accountant II – Finance Department (closes 12/11/20)
View job description at www.cityofbowie.org/jobs
Virtual Holiday Happenings

This year, celebrate the holidays with a variety of festive City-sponsored virtual events:
• Holiday Tree Lighting Broadcast Sunday, December 6, 7 p.m. The tree lighting will be
prerecorded and will showcase the lighting of multiple trees and sites throughout the City.
• Santa Calling Parents, complete an online request for Santa or Mrs. Claus to call your child
(aged 8 or younger).
• Breakfast with Santa Saturday, December 12 at 9 a.m. Join a Santa broadcast. Have
breakfast at home and enjoy Santa's reading of 'Twas the Night Before Christmas, then join
Mrs. Claus in creating holiday crafts (pick up free craft kits now available at City Hall during
regular business hours).
• Letter to Santa Mailbox Children may send an electronic letter to Santa and receive a
response from the North Pole.
• December Read Aloud Community members read seasonal books for our youngest
residents. Enjoy stories celebrating Christmas, Hanukkah & Kwanzaa at
www.cityofbowie.org/bowiereadsaloud.
Watch the broadcasts on:
• Bowie Government TV - FIOS 10 or Xfinity 71 or 996
• YouTube - @CityofBowieMD
• On the web - www.cityofbowie.org/broadcasts
The videos will remain available for viewing on the City website and on YouTube after the broadcast dates
listed above.

Mark Your Calendars for our Free Community Shredding Event
The next free Community Shredding Day and Styrofoam Recycling Event will take place on Saturday,
January 23 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Please note that there is a new location:
January 23, 2021
City of Bowie Public Works Yard
16300 Annapolis Road

