Thursday, January 21, 2021
Here’s what you will find in today’s update:
COVID-19 Information
• COVID Data Trends
• Prince George’s County Metrics
• Maryland School Update
• Prince George’s County Vaccination Update
• Metrics Charts
• MD Hospitalizations
• Prince George’s County Extends Indoor Dining Ban
for Restaurants
• Bowie Business Recovery Program

•
•
•
•

Prince George’s County Assistance
Paycheck Protection Loans for Businesses
BGE Grants
County Youth Job Openings

Other News
• Upcoming Meetings & Events
• Council Virtual Worksession
• Christmas Tree Pickup

COVID Data Trends
Both state and county key COVID metrics – the positivity rate, cases per 100k, and infection rate – are all
seeing slow and gradual declines. The 14-day weighted average infection rate for both jurisdictions have
also fallen below 1.0 for the first time in over a month. However, hospitalizations remain elevated and
other key metrics still remain far from the goals of a positivity rate below 3%, cases per 100k rate below
5, and an infection rate below 0.9. Cases in Bowie have fallen slightly, to just below 40 additional cases
today. This is still far above the 2020 spring average number of daily cases.
Prince George’s County Metrics
Key Metrics
Current status*
Positivity rate
9.58
Cases per 100K
44.60
Infection rate
0.92

Goal
Remain below 3%
New cases below 5 per 100K (low risk)
Low risk range (<0.9)

(*) Green represents a decrease in these figures. Red represents an increase. Black signifies no change.

Phase 1B
(as of 1/18/21)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

First doses
Second does
Total doses

Vaccinations Administered
All licensed, registered, and certified health care providers
Front line hospital staff
Nursing home residents and staff
Assisted living, independent living, and other congregate facilities
Law enforcement and firefighters, EMS, and emergency management
Education staff, including K-12 teachers, support staff and daycare
providers
Correctional health care staff and officers
Front line judiciary staff
Continuity of government
Adults age 75 and older
19,186
2,468
21,654
as of 1/20/21

If you are included in one of the groups listed above or were included in Phase 1A, you are currently
eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccination.
Maryland Schools Update
In a press conference held on January 21, Governor Hogan and State Schools Superintendent Salmon
called on school systems in Maryland to make all efforts to return to in-person, hybrid instruction no later
than March 1. School systems are encouraged to immediately implement or accelerate their plans to
vaccinate all teachers and education staff.
The Maryland Department of Health will continue to prioritize teachers and other education for COVID-19
vaccinations and will provide an additional 2 million masks and face shields, PPE, and tests to all counties
in the state. Educators are eligible for vaccinations now as part of Phase 1B.
The Governor further emphasized the importance of ensuring every Maryland student has an opportunity
to return to school in some fashion, citing:
• The state positivity rate has dropped nearly 20% this month, the case rate has dropped 26% and
hospitalizations have dropped by 13%.
• Data from the American Academy of Pediatrics, which says, “opening schools does not
significantly increase community transmission of the virus” provided schools closely follow
guidance provided by public health authorities and that returning to in-school learning is
necessary for students’ healthy development and well-being.
Maryland Dept of Health will continue to track outbreaks associated cases in school on their COVID
dashboard at https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/school-resources.
Yesterday, the Prince George’s County School System announced that it would begin vaccinating county
educators through a partnership with Kaiser Permanente.
Prince George’s County Vaccination Update
On January 19, County Executive Alsobrooks held a press conference to provide an update on the state of
the COVID-19 pandemic here, and to brief the public on COVID vaccination plans and operations for
Prince George’s County.
Prince George’s County actions:
•

The Prince George’s County Health Department is administering vaccinations to those in Phases
1A and 1B, by appointment only.

•

There are currently two county-sponsored vaccination sites, one at the Prince George’s County
Health Department and the other at the Prince George’s Sports & Learning Complex.

•

By the end of this week, the County hopes to administer 1,000 vaccinations a day at the Sports
and Learning site.

•

By the end of the month, another County vaccination site will open in the southern part of the
County.

•

A vaccine hotline will soon be established to help with vaccine appointment scheduling for the
elderly and those who don’t have access to the internet.

•

Health Department officials are recruiting and training more people to administer vaccinations.
They are also hiring young adults 18-24, through the County Youth Jobs Program to help with
vaccine logistics and support and to do contact tracing.

What you should do:
•

If you are eligible for vaccination in Phase 1A because of your work, your employer should be
coordinating with the Health Department or your healthcare facility to get you vaccinated.

•

If you are eligible for vaccination in Phase 1B, preregister on the County vaccination site and then
visit www.marylandvax.org to schedule an appointment. (Appointments are extremely limited due
to the vaccine supply and the current demand). Appointments at the Sports and Learning Complex
are booked for the next few weeks.

•

Be persistent about scheduling your vaccination if you are eligible. Keep checking the appointment
site, as additional sites are being added.

•

If you are eligible for vaccination in Phase 1C or any of the later phases, preregister now with
Prince George’s County so that you can receive an email notification when you are eligible to
receive a vaccination. This will also help officials with planning for how many people will be in
each of the later phases.

•

Maintain COVID prevention measures. Wear a mask, social distance, limit contact with those
outside your household, and avoid travel when possible. According to Health Officer Ernest Carter,
the disease is raging in Prince George’s County and you are still very vulnerable to exposure and
infection.

•

Stay informed. The vaccination rollout plans change often and will continue to do so until the
supply of vaccines improves. The City will continue to provide updates to residents via the city
website and Alert Bowie. Sign up for Alert Bowie and for Prince George’s County alerts to make
sure you are receiving the latest information and encourage others to do so.

•

Monitor the County and State vaccine websites for updated information.

•

Educate yourself about the COVID-19 vaccinations. The State of Maryland website has very
detailed FAQs on its vaccination page to help you understand how the vaccines work and what
you should be doing now and in the future.

How you can help
•

Volunteer to help with the vaccination effort. Register for the Maryland Medical Reserve Corps.
Doctors, nurses and other clinicians who can administer vaccines are needed, but so are people
who can provide administrative and logistical support at vaccine sites.

•

Help family members, friends, neighbors without internet access to schedule a vaccination
appointment if they are eligible or to preregister for vaccinations when they are eligible.

Other ways to get vaccinated
•

Select Giant and Walmart pharmacies, including the Bowie Giant on Annapolis Road, will begin
administering vaccines to those in the Phase 1 groups next week. We believe there will a separate
registration portal to sign up for these appointments. Learn more about this program at
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/maryland-retail-vaccination-sites.

•

The State of Maryland is planning mass vaccination sites at key locations around the state. One of
these sites is expected to be in Prince George’s County. (The launch dates for these sites have not
been announced yet.)

•

Some hospital systems in Maryland will be offering vaccinations to the public after they have
completed vaccinations of their employees. Check their websites for more information.

•

The University of Maryland Medical System (UMMS) will be offering vaccinations to the public at
their facilities eventually. If you want to express interest in receiving your vaccine at a UMMS

facility visit this link to complete their form. They will contact you when they can schedule you for
a vaccine.
•

Eventually, primary care physicians and other healthcare providers will be authorized to
administer vaccines to those eligible as well. Look for correspondence from your provider when
they are eligible to administer vaccines and have received a supply of vaccines.

•

Look for public vaccination sites in nearby counties. At present, you do not have to be a resident
of the county administering the vaccine in order to get vaccinated at a public site in that county.
(This may change in the future.)

Other items of note:
•

If your appointment is scheduled between now and February 9, you are all set. Just show up for
your appointment with your identification, a work identification (if applicable) and insurance
information. Vaccinations are free to all, but if you have insurance, the County will file with your
insurer to get reimbursed for the vaccination.

•

To make sure that Prince Georgians who are most vulnerable have access to appointments, the
County is resetting all appointments currently scheduled after February 9 at the Sports & Learning
Complex. The Health Department will send out notices to those individuals and they will be
required to fill out the pre-registration form online to be able to reschedule their appointments.
Individuals who have an appointment on February 9 or before should keep their scheduled
appointment, and they will not need to fill out the pre-registration form. Anyone who has an
appointment for a second dose of the vaccine after February 9 will not have their appointment
changed.

•

The Maryland vaccination site works best with the following browsers: Google Chrome, Microsoft
Edge, or Firefox. It does not always perform properly with Internet Explorer.

•

In a PGCPS update, the County school system CEO noted that educators are part of Phase 1B of
the state and county vaccination plans. In an effort hopefully reopen schools in the spring, PGCPS
will partner with Kaiser Permanente to vaccinate all school system employees starting February 1.

Links to more information:
• Prince George’s County vaccination preregistration site
• Prince George’s County vaccine information site
• State of Maryland vaccine webpage
• State of Maryland site for scheduling a vaccination appointment (if eligible)
• Information about retail pharmacy vaccinations

More Key COVID-19 Metrics Charts
These charts provide data for the last seven days on key COVID-19 metrics that are being tracked and
analyzed to identify trends and to make reopening decisions.
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7-Day Positivity Rates

County Tests
Completed

County %

State Tests
Completed

State %

Today

438,477 (+1,772)

9.58%

6,578,575 (+37,523)

7.66%

20-Jan

+1,708

9.84%

+30,896

7.76%

19-Jan

+1,585

9.82%

+29,370

7.80%

18-Jan

+1,461

10.47%

+25,738

8.22%

17-Jan

+2,124

10.58%
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8.12%

16-Jan

+2,341

10.65%

+55,848

8.13%

15-Jan
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10.84%

+54,297
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Cases per 100K Persons
County Cases
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State Cases
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47.48

41.32

19-Jan

48.50

42.14

18-Jan

55.57
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17-Jan

55.57
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16-Jan

57.03
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15-Jan
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Infection Rates
County
Infection Rate

State
Infection Rate

20-Jan
19-Jan
18-Jan
17-Jan
16-Jan
15-Jan

0.92
0.93
0.94
0.95
0.96
0.97

0.89
0.90
0.91
0.92
0.93
0.94

14-Jan

0.98

0.95

14-Day Weighted
Average

0.99

0.97

Key

Represents the daily number of new positive cases.
The 7-day positivity rate is a rolling weekly average of the percent of new
cases relative to the number of tests conducted. The goal is a positivity rate
consistently below 5%.
Measures how widespread the virus is in a community. The goal is to have
fewer than 5 new cases per 100K persons.
Shows how many people are infected by each positive case. The goal is an
infection rate at or below 0.9.

Data sources:
Except for the infection rate, all data provided here is from the State of Maryland’s COVID
dashboard. The infection rate is tracked by www.covidactnow.org. It is subject to adjustments
and may have a 1 to 3-day lag time in reporting.

Maryland Hospitalizations

Prince George’s County Extends Indoor Dining Ban for Restaurants
Reminder: In an effort to further minimize the spread of the virus, on January 14 Prince George’s County
Executive Angela Alsobrooks announced an extension of COVID-19 safety measures and capacity
restrictions imposed for restaurants and businesses. The orders, which were put in place in December,
are now extended until at least January 29. These measures include a ban on indoor dining. Businesses in
Prince George’s County continue to be required to follow all previously mandated safety guidelines, such
as requiring staff and patrons to wear face coverings and enforcing physical distancing.
Bowie Business Recovery Assistance Program
The new Bowie COVID-19 Business Recovery Assistance program kicks off this month. It will offer eight
months of technical assistance programs and online resources to help Bowie businesses meet the
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, build resilience, and accelerate their post-COVID-19 economic
recovery.
The program is a collaboration between the City of Bowie, the Bowie Innovation Center, and the Greater
Bowie Chamber of Commerce and is funded by the City of Bowie. The program is designed to help
companies stay open and thrive, access funding, and adjust to the changing business landscape brought
on by the pandemic. It includes one-on-one sessions, webinars, workshops, and more. More details will
be published soon at www.bowiebusinessrecovery.com.
Prince George’s County Assistance
Stand Up & Deliver Grab & Go Meals
Prince George’s County will distribute meals-to-go on Friday, January 22 at 12:30 p.m., Saturday,
January 23 at 11 a.m., and Sunday, January 24 at 10 a.m.

Restaurant Resiliency Fund Deadline is Tomorrow, January 22
The Restaurant Resiliency Fund provides grants of up to $25,000 to Prince George’s County-based
restaurants and food establishments to promote long-term sustainability and resiliency of
businesses operations, support COVID-19 safety measures, and support businesses operating at
reduced capacity. Applications are open until tomorrow, January 22. For more information and to
apply visit https://pgcedc.com/restaurantfund.

Paycheck Protection Program Loans for Businesses
The Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) provides loans to help businesses keep their workforce employed
during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis. The US Small Business Administration is currently offering:
•
•

PPP First Draw Loans for first time program participants.
PPP Second Draw Loans beginning January 13, 2021 for certain businesses who have previously
received a PPP loan.

Learn more on the program webpage.
BGE Offers Grants for Small Businesses
BGE is pledging $15 million to assist small businesses with COVID-19 relief and recovery. Eligible
businesses located in BGE's central Maryland service area can apply for a grant of up to $20,000 each.
This program is expected to run through at least 2023. Additional details on the BGE Energizing Small
Business Grants program CAN at bge.com and across BGE's social media platforms.
Prince George’s County Health Department Opens Several Youth Job Openings
Through the Youth@Work Initiative, Prince George's County Health Department is seeking to employ
residents ages 18-22 to support their Health Department’s COVID-19 operations. These positions are
temporary full-time seasonal positions but are open for immediate hire. Learn more about the available
positions and apply on the county website.

Other News
Upcoming Meetings & Events
• 1/23 – Council Worksession 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• 1/23 – Community Shredding Event 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Public Works Yard
• 1/30 – Electronics Recycling Event 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Public Works Yard
Council to Hold Virtual Worksession Jan 23
The Bowie Council will hold a discussion on the FY 2022 budget on Saturday, January 23 from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. This virtual meeting is open to the public and will be broadcast live on Bowie Government TV (FIOS
10/Xfinity 71 & 996), on the Bowie Youtube Channel (@CityofBowieMD), and on the City website at
www.cityofbowie.org/viewmeetings.
Christmas Tree Pickup Every Wednesday in January
Public Works will be picking up Christmas trees every Wednesday in January along with yard waste.
Please make sure all lights and decorations are removed from the tree, and do not place tree in a plastic
bag. Place your tree at the curb by 7 a.m.

