Wednesday, February 3, 2021
Here’s what you will find in today’s update:
COVID-19 Information
• COVID Data Trends
• Prince George’s County Metrics
• Scheduling a Vaccine Appointment
• PG Vaccine Hotline for Seniors
• CVS to Begin Distributing Vaccines
• COVID Variant Detected in MD
• PG Vaccine Discussion with Dr. Fauci
• Metrics Charts
• MD Hospitalizations
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•
•

Vaccine Trials Update
CDC Launches V-safe App
Bowie Business Recovery Program
Senior Meals
Stand Up & Deliver Meals and Groceries

Other News
• Upcoming Meetings & Events
• Workforce Development Program

COVID Data Trends
Although vaccine supplies are limited and it is still very difficult to obtain a vaccine appointment, the number
of Marylanders getting their COVID shots is improving each week as more vaccination locations are added. To
date, 471,591 Marylanders have received their first dose and 3.412% of Prince Georgians have gotten their
first dose.
In a move to improve the efficiency of the vaccine rollout, on February 11, the Federal Retail Pharmacy
Program will begin distributing vaccines directly to retail pharmacies around the country. Next week, some CVS
and Walgreens locations will join Giant and Safeway in administering vaccinations.
Prince George’s County Metrics
Key Metrics
Current
Goal
status*
Positivity rate
7.44
Remain below 3%
Cases per 100K
30.71
New cases below 5 per 100K (low risk)
Infection rate
0.87
Low risk range (<0.9)
(*) Green represents a decrease in these figures. Red represents an increase. Black signifies no change.
Vaccines Administered
First doses
31,028
Second does
4,842
Total doses
35,870
as of 2/3/21
Current vaccination phase is 1C. See description of groups eligible for vaccination now.
Scheduling a Vaccine Appointment
While supplies of the vaccine are limited, scheduling an appointment will continue to be challenging for those
who are eligible as part of Phase 1. Our best advice for those who are currently eligible to be vaccinated in
Phase 1 is to explore all options for getting vaccinated and to be persistent. It may seem as if there are no
appointments, but we are hearing daily from residents who have been successful in getting vaccinated at the
Prince George’s County Sports and Learning Complex or at the Bowie Giant.

Vaccination Options
1. County Health Department Facilities – Requires pre-registration (see link below). When an
appointment is available you will receive an email inviting you to schedule your appointment.
2. Hospital systems – University of Maryland, Luminis, MedStar, and Adventist are offering appointments
as supplies permit.
3. Retail pharmacies, such as Giant and Safeway. (So far, none of the Rite Aid and Walmart locations are
in our area).
The Maryland vaccination website provides links to schedule appointments with hospital systems and retail
pharmacies or you can use the direct links below.
Links to Vaccine Appointment Information / Scheduling Sites
• Maryland vaccination locator site: covid.maryland.gov
• Prince George’s County pre-registration site:
https://covid19vaccination.princegeorgescountymd.gov/
• Giant - https://giantfood.com/pages/covid-info
• Safeway - https://www.mhealthappointments.com/covidappt
• Medstar Health - https://www.medstarhealth.org/mhs/about-medstar/covid-19-vaccineinformation/
• University of Maryland Medical System (includes Prince George’s Hospital) https://www.umms.org/capital
• Luminis Health (includes Anne Arundel Medical Center and Doctor’s Hospital)
https://living.aahs.org/community-vaccine-clinics/
• Adventist Health - https://www.adventisthealthcare.com/coronavirus-covid-19/vaccine/
The State of Maryland expects to open a mass vaccination site at Six Flags on February 5. When information is
released about how to register for those appointments, we will share it as well.
Prince George’s County COVID-19 Vaccine Registration Hotline for Seniors – Dial 3-1-1
The Prince George’s County COVID-19 Vaccine Registration Hotline is live for seniors and others who need
assistance with pre-registering for a vaccine appointment at a Prince George’s County Health Department
location. To access the hotline, dial 311.
All of the online vaccination appointment websites on the Maryland Vaccine Locator page require an email
address for registration. This has been a roadblock for seniors and others who don’t have email or have trouble
navigating the appointment websites. The hotline does not schedule appointments, but it can provide seniors
with a way to bypass the email requirement for pre-registration and scheduling.
This hotline is only for those who need assistance with pre-registering. Please share this information with any
seniors in your lives.

CVS Joins List of Retail Pharmacies Distributing Vaccines
Beginning on Thursday, February 11, CVS pharmacies will begin providing COVID-19 vaccinations at 18
locations in Maryland, including Baltimore, Bowie, Chester, Frederick, Fulton, Hagerstown, Ocean City, and
Rockville. Appointments will become available for booking as early as Tuesday, February 9.
More South African COVID-19 Variant Cases Detected in Maryland
On January 30, state health officials confirmed that a Maryland resident has contracted a case of COVID-19
caused by the new South African variant. Two more cases were confirmed yesterday. Those patients live in
Montgomery County and had traveled recently.
Prince George’s County COVID-19 Vaccine Discussion with Dr. Fauci
Join County Executive Angela Alsobrooks and Dr. Anthony Fauci for a discussion about COVID-19 vaccines on
Monday, February 8 at 2 PM. Dr. Fauci will answer questions and concerns about the safety and efficacy of the
vaccines. View ther webinar at http://bit.ly/FauciPGC.

Key COVID-19 Metrics Charts
These charts provide data for the last seven days on key COVID-19 metrics that are being tracked and analyzed
to identify trends and to make reopening decisions.

Cases
Positivity
Rate
Cases per
100K persons
Infection rate

Key
Represents the daily number of new positive cases.
The 7-day positivity rate is a rolling weekly average of the percent of
new cases relative to the number of tests conducted. The goal is a
positivity rate
consistently below 5%.
Measures how widespread the virus is in a community. The goal is to
have
fewer than 5 new cases per 100K persons.
Shows how many people are infected by each positive case. The goal
is an
infection rate at or below 0.9.

Data sources:
Except for the infection rate, all data provided here is from the State of Maryland’s
COVID dashboard. The infection rate is tracked by. It is subject to adjustments and may
have a 1 to 3day lag time in reporting.
Maryland Hospitalizations

Vaccine Trials Update
• AstraZeneca – Reported on 1/27 that it had completed Phase 3 trials. They are expected to apply for
Emergency Use Authorization this month.
• Johnson & Johnson – Reported on 1/29 that its vaccine was 72% effective in US Phase 3 trial.
• Novavax – reported on 1/28 that it has begun enrolling volunteers in its Phase 3 trial in the US and
Mexico.
• Pfizer – Reported on 1/25 that it has begun a child vaccine study for ages 12 to 15.

CDC Launches After Vaccine Health Checker Application
The CDC has launched V-Safe, a smartphone-based tool that uses text messaging and web surveys to provide
personalized health check-ins after you receive a COVID-19 vaccine. Through v-safe, you can quickly tell CDC if
you have any side effects after getting the COVID-19 vaccine. Depending on your answers, someone from CDC
may call to check on you and get more information. V-safe will also remind you to get your second COVID-19
vaccine dose if you need one.
Note: V-safe cannot schedule vaccine appointments, including second doses of COVID-19 vaccines. If you need
to schedule, reschedule, or cancel a COVID-19 vaccination appointment, contact the location that set up your
appointment or a vaccine provider in your area. This may be your state or local health department, employer,
or vaccine provider.
Bowie Business Recovery Assistance Program
The new Bowie COVID-19 Business Recovery Assistance program offers eight months of technical assistance
programs and online resources to help Bowie businesses meet the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, build
resilience, and accelerate their post-COVID-19 economic recovery. The program includes one-on-one sessions,
webinars, workshops, and more. For more details, visit www.bowiebusinessrecovery.com.

Senior Grab & Go Meal Giveaway
County Council Member Todd Turner will host a “Senior Grab & Go” Meal Giveaway for his constituents
(age 60+) on February 12, 2021 in the parking lot of the Bowie Senior Center. Hours are 10 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. at the Bowie Senior Center, located at 14900 Health Center Drive, Bowie.
To be eligible for the giveaway, you must register for the event. The registration deadline is February 5.
Registration can also be taken by phone by calling Evelyn Archie in the Chair Turner’s Office at 240-619-9775.
Stand Up & Deliver Meals and Groceries

(RESCHEDULED) Thursday, February 4 at 10:00 AM (Groceries)
•

Metropolitan Seventh Day Adventist Church – 6307 Riggs Road, Hyattsville, MD

Friday, February 5 at 12:30 PM
•
•
•

Ebenezer AME Church – 7707 Allentown Rd, Fort Washington, MD (Meals)
Beltsville Seventh Day Adventist – 4220 Ammendale Rd, Beltsville, MD (Groceries)
Faith Temple No. 2 Free Will Baptist Church, 211 Maryland Park Drive, Capitol Heights, MD (Groceries)

Saturday, February 6 at 10:00 AM (Groceries)
•
•

Ebenezer Church of God – 7550 Buchanan Street, Landover Hills, MD
First Baptist Highland Park – 6801 Sheriff Road, Landover, MD

Other News

Upcoming Meetings & Events
• 2/15 – Presidents’ Day [City offices closed]
• 2/16 – Virtual City Council Meeting
• 2/17 – Webinar: The Cycle of Waste, Recycling, and Plastic
Applications Open for Workforce Development Program
Bowie residents between the ages of 15 and 25, are you looking to learn more about the skills and to get
ahead in your career? Apply now for the City of Bowie’s 2021 Workforce Development & Life Skills Training
Program. This program will cover life skills topics such as effective communication, stress management, and
decision-making, as well as highlighting careers in STEM industries such as cyber security, IT, and healthcare.
Applications are open from now until March 19 at www.cityofbowie.org/worktraining. For more information,
please contact Kay Starr, program coordinator, at 301-809-3009 or email worktraining@cityofbowie.org.

