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Today’s COVID Brief
Maryland’s COVID-19 positivity dropped below 5% for the first time since November 7.
As of this week, 68% of COVID-19 doses delivered across the country have been administered. Nearly 17,000
appointments were successfully booked this morning for the Six Flags America mass vaccination site. Maryland
has administered 80.6% of the first doses it has received.
The Maryland Department of Health is partnering with Prince George’s County to allocate a portion of the
vaccine appointment slots at the Six Flags mass vaccination site to pre-registered county residents. Limited
visitation can resume at hospitals and nursing homes in the state starting March 1.
Prince George’s County Metrics
Key Metrics
Current
Goal
status*
Positivity rate
7.01
Remain below 3%
Cases per 100K
24.93
New cases below 5 per 100K (low risk)
Infection rate
0.86
Low risk range (<0.9)
(*) Green represents a decrease in these figures. Red represents an increase. Black signifies no change.
Vaccines Administered
% of County Population
First doses
42,034
4.6%
Second does
11,858
1.3%
Total doses
53,892
Current vaccination phase is 1C. See description of groups eligible for vaccination now.
Governor Press Conference
At a press conference on Thursday, Governor Hogan provided an update on COVID-19 in Maryland. His
comments addressed four areas:

Improving Metrics
• Most Maryland jurisdictions are now out of the red zone in terms of cases per 100K.
• COVID hospitalizations are down to the lowest rates seen since November.
• COVID related deaths have decreased 26% in the last two weeks.
• Nursing home cases are down to levels not seen since before Thanksgiving.
Nursing Homes and Hospital Visitations
• The Maryland Health Department will allow limited visitation to resume at Maryland hospitals. Each
hospital will set its own policies, which must be in compliance with CDC guidelines.
• The Health will allow limited visitation to resume at Maryland nursing homes as early as March 1,
provided facilities have no active cases and have proper testing protocols in place.
Schools
• In order to encourage public and private schools, up to 1 million COVID tests and PPE supplies will be
provided to the schools.
Vaccinations
• Demand will continue to exceed supply for the foreseeable future. There are 2 million Marylanders
eligible to be vaccinated in Phase 1. To date, only 785,000 of that group have received a vaccination.
• Yesterday, a record high 26,179 doses were administered in Maryland.
• The state has built the infrastructure to be able to administer between 50,000 to 100,000 shots per day
when higher allocations of vaccines become available. More than 200 providers are now listed on the
http://covidvax.maryland.gov website.
• Vaccine allocations to each county are based on population. 70% of a county’s allocation is going to
retail pharmacies and healthcare systems. The remaining 30% is being sent to county health
departments.
• Governor Hogan, Mayor Bowser, and Governor Northam are asking the federal government to assume
responsibility for vaccinating the hundreds of federal employees in the region.
• The state is working with Prince George’s County officials to set aside a certain percentage of the
appointment slots at Six Flags for Prince George’s County residents who have pre-registered with the
County and are eligible to be vaccinated in Phase 1.
• To assist local health departments in planning, the state will now provide four-week projections on
vaccine supplies and Maryland has asked the CDC for more reliable and longer-term estimates about
vaccine shipments
• The state’s next mass vaccination site at M&T Bank Stadium will open on February 25 and
appointments there will become available next week.
• Mass vaccination sites in Western Maryland, Southern Maryland, and on the Eastern Shore, will open in
March, depending on when higher allocations of vaccines become available.
• There is a great deal of resistance to the vaccines in communities of color, which is slowing down the
process.
• Maryland National Guard General Janeen Birckhead will head a statewide equity initiative and will work
with an equity officer from each county to advance initiatives and ensure equitable access to vaccines.
CDC Recommends Doubled-Up or Tighter Fitting Masks to Slow COVID Spread
The CDC urges people to help cut down on the spread of the coronavirus by wearing two face masks layered
together and making sure that even a single mask fits snugly on their faces. As an alternative, they also
recommend method creating a tighter mask fit by knotting ear loops and tucking in excess material next to the
face. Studies found that donning a face cover that is tightly fitting or wearing one mask over another can

reduce a person's exposure to the potentially risky airborne particles by roughly 95% on average.
However, there are some mask combinations that should not be used to “double mask.”
• Do not combine two medical procedure masks to create a “double mask.” Medical procedure masks
are not designed to fit tightly and wearing a second medical procedure mask on top of the first medical
procedure mask does not help to improve the fit.
• Do not combine a KN95 mask with any other masks. You should only use one KN95 mask at a time, and
you should not use any type of second mask on top of or underneath a KN95 mask.
Visit the CDC website for more information.

Six Flags America Mass Vaccination Site Update
The Maryland Department of Health is partnering with Prince George’s County to allocate a portion of the
vaccine appointment slots at the Six Flags mass vaccination site to eligible county residents who have preregistered on the County website. This is part of a state effort to boost vaccinations in Prince George’s County,
which currently has the lowest vaccination rate in the state. Representatives from the State call center will
attempt to reach the registrant three times by phone and will send an email notifying them that they will
receive a call about scheduling an appointment.
For additional vaccine updates, check https://massvax.maryland.gov. You can also text MDReady to 898-211 to
register for Maryland vaccine alerts. Other ways to keep up with COVID announcements from the state of
Maryland are provided in the graphic below.

Scheduling a Vaccine Appointment
There is a lot of confusion and frustration around the scheduling of vaccine appointments right now. Each
organization providing vaccinations has its own appointment process. Links to all of the vaccine appointment
sites can be found at the Maryland Vaccination Locator site and they are also listed below for your
convenience.
Securing a vaccination appointment is extremely difficult to do because of the high demand and the limited
amount of vaccine supplies available. It is taking a lot of persistence and a good bit of luck to find an
appointment slot on one of these sites. However, we are hearing from residents who have been successful in
scheduling an appointment after many attempts, often over the course of many days.
Federal Vaccine Program with CVS and Walgreens
This week CVS will begin scheduling appointments at select sites in Maryland, including one in Bowie. This plan
is through a partnership with the federal government. The CDC will be supplying vaccines directly to the
pharmacies through this program, rather than having the supplies managed through a state allocation process.
Details are limited, but the CVS website says the program will begin on February 12. See
https://cvshealth.com/covid-19/vaccine-faq for more information.
Walgreens is also partnering with the federal government to provide vaccinations in Maryland. Sign up on
their website at https://www.walgreens.com/findcare/vaccination/covid-19. Some Bowie residents have
already been successful in scheduling appointments through this site.
Current Vaccination Options for those in Phase 1
1. County Health Department Facilities – Requires pre-registration (see link below). When an
appointment is available you will receive an email inviting you to schedule your appointment.
2. Hospital systems – University of Maryland, Luminis, MedStar, Johns Hopkins, and Adventist are
offering appointments as supplies permit. Johns Hopkins is also scheduling appointments through a
lottery process (for eligible patients as supplies permit).
3. Retail pharmacies, such as Giant and Safeway. (So far, none of the Rite Aid and Walmart locations are
in our area).

4. Maryland Mass Vaccination Locations – Six sites are planned around the state. Three are now open at
Six Flags, the Baltimore Convention Center, and Timonium Fairgrounds.
The Maryland vaccination website provides links to schedule appointments with hospital systems and retail
pharmacies or you can use the direct links below.
Links to Vaccine Appointment Information / Scheduling Sites
• Maryland vaccination locator site: covid.maryland.gov
• Prince George’s County pre-registration site:
https://covid19vaccination.princegeorgescountymd.gov/
• Giant - https://giantfood.com/pages/covid-info
• Safeway - https://www.mhealthappointments.com/covidappt
• Walgreens - https://www.walgreens.com/findcare/vaccination/covid-19
• Medstar Health - https://www.medstarhealth.org/mhs/about-medstar/covid-19-vaccineinformation/
• University of Maryland Medical System (includes Prince George’s Hospital) https://www.umms.org/capital
• Luminis Health (includes Anne Arundel Medical Center and Doctor’s Hospital)
https://living.aahs.org/community-vaccine-clinics/
• Adventist Health - https://www.adventisthealthcare.com/coronavirus-covid-19/vaccine/
• Baltimore Convention Center mass site – https://www.umms.org/coronavirus/covid-vaccine/getvaccine/baltimore-convention-center-vaccine or call 443-462-5511 for assistance with making an
appointment
• Johns Hopkins - https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/coronavirus/covid-19-vaccine/maryland.html
• Six Flags – https://massvax.maryland.gov/
Prince George’s County COVID-19 Vaccine Registration Hotline for Seniors – Dial 3-1-1
The Prince George’s County COVID-19 Vaccine Registration Hotline is live for seniors and others who need
assistance with pre-registering for a vaccine appointment at a Prince George’s County Health Department
location. To access the hotline, dial 311 (press # after the call is answered). Note: Maryland expects to open
its own scheduling hotline for mass vaccination locations by February 15.
Prince George’s County Tele-Town Hall on Vaccine Updates
Prince George’s County Executive Angela Alsobrooks will hold a Tele-Town Hall on Saturday, February 13 at 10
a.m. to provide the latest updates on vaccinations in Prince George’s County, as well as answer questions and
concerns from the community.

How are individuals with underlying health conditions being prioritized?
In Maryland, individuals who are currently receiving hospital-based treatment, including in hospital outpatient
centers, AND have been diagnosed with at least one of the conditions listed below are eligible for vaccination
in Phase 1C.
• Cancer patients who are currently in active treatment
• End stage renal disease patients requiring hemodialysis
• Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD)
• Solid organ transplant recipients
• Sickle cell disease patients
• Diabetic patients (Type 1 and Type 2)
Individuals who are diagnosed with these medical conditions, but are not currently receiving hospital-based
treatment, including in hospital outpatient centers, will be eligible to receive the vaccine in Maryland’s Phase 2
COVID-19 vaccine distribution.
Key COVID-19 Metrics Charts
These charts provide data for the last seven days on key COVID-19 metrics that are being tracked and analyzed
to identify trends and to make reopening decisions.
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Key
Cases
Represents the daily number of new positive cases.
Positivity
The 7-day positivity rate is a rolling weekly average of the percent of
Rate
new cases relative to the number of tests conducted. The goal is a
positivity rate
consistently below 5%.
Cases per
Measures how widespread the virus is in a community. The goal is to have
100K persons
fewer than 5 new cases per 100K persons.
Shows how many people are infected by each positive case. The goal is an
Infection rate
infection rate at or below 0.9.
Data sources: Except for the infection rate, all data provided here is from the State of
Maryland’s COVID dashboard. The infection rate is tracked by. It is subject to adjustments
and may have a 1 to 3-day lag time in reporting.
Maryland Hospitalizations

Limited Visitations Resume at MD Hospitals and Nursing Homes
Beginning March 1, limited visitation will resume at hospitals and nursing homes in the state. Each hospital will
set its own visitation policies—which must be compliant with CDC guidelines—and nursing homes will be able
to allow limited visitation if they have no active cases and have the proper testing protocols.

Other News
Upcoming Meetings & Events
• 2/15 – Presidents’ Day [City offices closed]
• 2/16 – Virtual City Council Meeting
• 2/17 – Webinar: The Cycle of Waste, Recycling, and Plastic

