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Today’s COVID Brief
Case metrics have been trending up lately, both locally and around the US. New cases in Maryland have been
over 1,000 for four days before dipping lower yesterday as they usually do on Sundays. The National Capital
Region has seen a 16% increase in the last week.
As this data shows, the virus is very much still with us. Health officials are warning the public to stay cautious.
Wear a mask, stay distanced from others, wash your hands often, and maintain the precautions that limit the
spread of the virus.
Prince George’s County Metrics
Currently vaccinating Phase 1C. Description of groups eligible for vaccination now.
Key Metrics
Positivity rate
Cases per 100K
Infection rate

Friday’s stats
5.01
16.20
0.97

Today’s stats*
5.48
16.56
1.02

Goal
Remain below 3%
New cases below 5 per 100K (low risk)
Low risk range (<0.9)

(*) Green represents a decrease in these figures. Red represents an increase. Black signifies no change.

Vaccines Administered
First doses
Second does
Single doses
Total doses

147,064
58,873
9,051
214,988

% of County Population
16.17%
6.474%
0.995%

Prince George’s County has entered Phase 1C for vaccine distribution. Pre-registered individuals who live or work in the
County and are eligible in Phase 1C will begin to receive appointments at County Health Department’s vaccination clinics.

CDC Updates Social Distancing Guidelines for Schools
The CDC has revised the guidelines for social distancing in schools. Students in elementary school can now sit

three feet apart while wearing masks, regardless if community transmission is low, moderate, or high. In
middle and high schools, the CDC also recommends students should be at least three feet apart in classrooms
where mask use is universal and in communities where transmission is low, moderate, or substantial. If
transmission is high, students in middle and high school should remain six feet apart.
Maryland Expands Vaccine Eligibility
In anticipation of a substantial increase in vaccine shipments beginning next week, Maryland has laid out a
timetable for expanded vaccine eligibility. Effective immediately, any Marylander 60+ can pre-register at one
of the state’s mass vax sites by visiting www.covidvax.maryland.gov or calling 1-855-MD-GOVAX. The graphic
below outlines the remainder of the vaccine phases.
Please note: The above information applies to Maryland mass vaccination sites, pharmacies, and hospital
systems. We await information from the Prince George's County Health Department as to when eligibility will
expand at Health Department locations. For now, the Prince George’s County Health Department remains in
Phase 1C.

Maryland Vaccine Equity Initiatives
State and county officials have partnered with houses of worship and other community organizations to bring
vaccines to communities hardest hit by the pandemic. In Prince George’s, these include:
•
•
•

Reid Temple in Glenn Dale (Luminis)
First Baptist Church of Glenarden (University of Maryland Medical system)
First Baptist Church of Highland Park (Safeway)

•

First Methodist Church of Hyattsville (Luminis)

Some appointments at these sites are being given to those on the County pre-registration list who are eligible
in Phase 1. You can also try to schedule appointments by going to the website for the clinical provider listed in
parentheses above.
Other efforts include:
• A pilot program to provide vaccines to primary care practices throughout Maryland in order to
administer vaccines directly to vulnerable populations they serve. The program begins with 37 practices
chosen based on their connection to largely African American and Hispanic communities and areas with
less geographic access to vax sites.
• Establishment of a Community Vax Grant Program to support hospital efforts to engage in communitybased vaccination efforts. The program will provide $12 million for community-based vaccination
initiatives led by hospitals.
• Mobile clinics in hard-to-reach areas of the state, staffed by the University of Maryland School of
Nursing and the Maryland National Guard.
Vaccine Appointment Scheduling
Not only are the numbers of vaccines increasing, but so too are the number of locations in Maryland offering
vaccine appointments. There are now more than 300 vaccine locations in the state.
There are four major options for scheduling vaccine appointments:
1. Mass vaccination sites, such as Six Flags, M & T Bank, & Regency Stadium in Waldorf. Preregister at
covidvax.maryland.gov or by calling the state’s COVID-19 vaccination support center at 1-855-MDGOVAX (1-855-634-6829). Six Flags is administering approximately 4,000 shots per day. Up to 2,100
appointments per week are set aside for Prince George’s County residents on the County preregistration list.
2. Prince George’s Health Department clinics (see list below) Preregister or call 3-1-1 for assistance with
pre-registration.
3. Pharmacies – Giant, Safeway, CVS, Rite Aid, Walgreens and Walmart and now independently owned
pharmacies under the EPIC pharmacies umbrella.
4. Healthcare systems – Luminis (Anne Arundel Hospital/Doctor’s Hospital), University of Maryland,
(includes Prince George’s Hospital ), MedStar, Holy Cross Hospital, Johns Hopkins and Adventist.
Appointments may be at hospitals or community clinics that the healthcare system is supporting, such
as the Luminis-run clinic at Reid Temple in Glenn Dale.
The Maryland vaccination website has links to available appointments at the above locations or you can visit
each organization’s website to see what is currently available. Some of the healthcare systems also have their
own pre-registration processes.
You may also wish to join the Vaccine Hunters Group on Facebook. Group members share information in real
time about when appointments open up at various pharmacies, hospitals or other vaccination sites. They also
provide tips such which days or what time of day a particular pharmacy chain updates their information.
Prince George’s County Health Department Vaccine Clinics
The Health Department currently operates five vaccination clinics:
• Cedar Heights Community Center in Seat Pleasant
• Cheverly Health Center in Cheverly

• Kentland Community Center in Landover
• Laurel-Beltsville Senior Activity Center in Laurel
• Southern Regional Technology and Recreation Center in Fort Washington
• Sports and Learning Complex in Landover - *temporarily closed 3/13 – 3/28
Complete the County pre-registration form to secure an appointment at one of these sites.
The following information is from the Prince George’s County COVID vaccination webpage:
“The Prince George’s County Health Department offers free COVID-19 vaccines by
appointment only. No walk-ups are being accepted at our vaccination clinics. COVID-19
vaccines are free for all individuals who live and work in Prince George’s County
regardless of insurance coverage or immigration status. Information that patients provide
to get vaccinated will NOT be used by the federal, state, or local government for any civil
or criminal prosecution or enforcement, including, but not limited to, immigration
enforcement. Your information will be private and protected.”
CDC: When You’ve Been Fully Vaccinated
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released guidance for people who have been fully
vaccinated. People are considered fully vaccinated two weeks after their second dose of Pfizer or Moderna
vaccines, or two weeks after the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine.
Maryland Department of Health Hosting Virtual Town Hall on Vaccines
The Maryland Department of Health is conducting a virtual town hall to encourage all Marylanders to protect
themselves, their families and communities by getting vaccinated against COVID-19 when they become
eligible. The town hall will offer interactive, live opportunities for Marylanders to learn more about the COVID19 vaccines and Maryland’s vaccination plan. It takes place on March 30 at 6:30 p.m. – Radio One Town Hall
Event access: https://www.facebook.com/MDHealthDept
CDC Launches New Website Tracking COVID-19 Variants in U.S.
The CDC launched a new website that identifies new and emerging SARS-CoV-2 variants to determine
implications for COVID-19 diagnostics, treatments and vaccines. There are currently five strains that the CDC
classifies as “Variant of Concern” in the U.S. and four of them have been detected in Maryland.

City of Bowie Museums Re-Open March 26
The City of Bowie Museums will reopen starting March 26. The museums will open on Fridays, Saturdays, and
Sundays from 12 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. and 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
All visitors will be expected to follow CDC and social distancing guidelines including:
• Submitting to a temperature check and health questionnaire upon entry to each museum.
• Signing a COVID-19 waiver form. (Parents/legal guardians must sign for individuals under the age of 18
and be under adult supervision at all times).
• Wearing a mask at all times in all areas, both inside and outside.
• Abiding by all social distancing guidelines and remaining at least 6 feet apart.
Key COVID-19 Metrics Charts
These charts provide data for the last seven days on key COVID-19 metrics that are being tracked and analyzed
to identify trends and to make reopening decisions.

Maryland Hospitalizations

Other News
Revised Income Tax Filing Deadlines
Both the Maryland Comptroller’s Office and the Internal Revenue Service have extended filing deadlines for
filing income taxes.
Maryland taxes due: July 15, 2021

Federal taxes due: May 17, 2021
Bowie Business Recovery Program
The new Bowie COVID-19 Business Recovery Assistance program provides technical assistance programs and
online resources to help Bowie businesses meet the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, build resilience and
accelerate their post COVID-19 economic recovery. It is a collaboration between the Bowie Business
Innovation Center business acceleration hub and the Greater Bowie Chamber of Commerce, and is funded by
the City of Bowie.

Applications Open for Teen & Young Adult Workforce Development Program
Bowie residents between the ages of 15 and 25, are you looking to learn more about the skills and to get
ahead in your career? Apply now for the City of Bowie’s 2021 Workforce Development & Life Skills Training
Program. This program will cover life skills topics such as effective communication, stress management, and
decision-making, as well as highlighting careers in STEM industries such as cyber security, IT, and healthcare.
Applications are open from now until March 26 at www.cityofbowie.org/worktraining. For more information,
please contact Kay Starr, program coordinator, at 301-809-3009 or email worktraining@cityofbowie.org.
Dine Prince George’s
For the next several weeks, the Prince George’s Economic Development Corporation will promote local
restaurants through a restaurant contest. Vote for your favorite restaurant. Winners will be announced weekly
and will receive cash prizes. Each week’s voting opens on Monday and ends on Friday afternoon. Vote early

and often!

