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Today’s COVID Brief
Vaccine supplies in Maryland are increasing, but so too are the case numbers. For the last five days, there have
been more than 1,000 new cases a day in the state. Similar trends are occurring elsewhere as more than 30 US
states and the District of Columbia are seeing increases, and rising case rates in Europe are causing some
countries to reimpose restrictions.
At a briefing this morning, CDC Chief Rochelle Walensky said that she had a sense of “impending doom” about
the spread of the virus. She is extremely concerned about the trajectory of new cases in the US, which have
gone up more than 10% in the last week. The nation has experienced a spike after every holiday, and with
cases already on the rise, health officials are worried that with spring break travel and with families gathering
for religious holidays, new cases could spike further, causing a fourth surge in the pandemic. She urged all
Americans to “hold on just a little while longer” and to not let their guard down now.
Prince George’s County Metrics
Currently vaccinating Phase 2A. Description of groups eligible for vaccination now.
Key Metrics
Friday’s stats
Today’s stats*
Goal
Remain
below
3%
Positivity rate
5.21
5.34
New cases below 5 per 100K (low risk)
Cases per 100K
17.77
19.17
Low risk range (<0.9)
Infection rate
0.99
1.07
(*) Green represents a decrease in these figures. Red represents an increase. Black signifies no change.

Vaccines Administered
First doses
Second does
Single doses
Total doses

176,376
72,526
10,428
259,330

% of County Population
19.396%
7.976%
1.147%

Prince George’s County has entered Phase 2A for vaccine distribution. Pre-registered individuals who live or work in the
County and are eligible in Phase 2A will begin to receive appointments at County Health Department’s vaccination clinics.

More Mass Vaccination Sites are Coming Soon
• Timonium and Montgomery County – week of April 5 (Pre-registration now open for these sites.)
• Anne Arundel and Frederick counties – week of April 12
• Harford and Howard counties - by the end of April.
Maryland Expands Vaccine Eligibility
In anticipation of a substantial increase in vaccine shipments, Maryland has laid out a timetable for expanded
vaccine eligibility. Effective immediately, any Marylander in Phase 1 or 2A or 2B can pre-register at one of the
state’s mass vax sites by visiting the pre-registration website or calling 1-855-MD-GOVAX. The graphic below
outlines the remainder of the vaccine phases.
•
•

On March 30, Phase 2B begins. Those age 16+ and up with underlying health conditions that make
them more susceptible to COVID-19 will become eligible for vaccination.
Disabled Marylanders (age 16 and up) will also be eligible in Phase 2B.

Vaccine Appointment Scheduling
Not only are the numbers of vaccine shipments increasing, but so too are the number of locations in Maryland
offering vaccine appointments. There are now more than 300 vaccine locations in the state.
There are four major options for scheduling vaccine appointments:
1. Mass vaccination sites include Six Flags, M & T Bank, & Regency Stadium in Waldorf. More sites are
coming in April Preregister at https://onestop.md.gov/preregistration or by calling the state’s COVID-19
vaccination support center at 1-855-MD-GOVAX (1-855-634-6829). Six Flags is administering
approximately 4,000 shots per day. Up to 2,100 appointments per week are set aside for Prince
George’s County residents who have pre-registered through the County pre-registration list.
2. Prince George’s Health Department clinics (see list below) Preregister or call 3-1-1 for assistance with
pre-registration.
3. Pharmacies – Giant, Safeway, CVS, Rite Aid, Walgreens and Walmart and andependently owned
pharmacies under the EPIC pharmacies umbrella.
4. Healthcare systems – Luminis (Anne Arundel Hospital/Doctor’s Hospital), University of Maryland,
(includes Prince George’s Hospital ), MedStar, Holy Cross Hospital, Johns Hopkins and Adventist.
Appointments may be at hospitals or community clinics that the healthcare system are supporting,
such as the Luminis-run clinic at Reid Temple in Glenn Dale or the University of Maryland Medical
System clinic at the First Baptist Church of Glenarden.
Links to schedule appointments at pharmacies and health care systems can be found at covidvax.maryland.gov
or you can visit each organization’s website to see what is currently available. Some of the healthcare systems
also have their own pre-registration processes.
You may also wish to join the Vaccine Hunters Group on Facebook. Group members share information in real
time about when appointments open up at various pharmacies, hospitals or other vaccination sites. They also
provide tips such which days or what time of day a particular pharmacy chain updates their information.
Prince George’s County Health Department Vaccine Clinics

The Health Department currently operates five vaccination clinics:
• Cedar Heights Community Center in Seat Pleasant
• Cheverly Health Center in Cheverly
• Kentland Community Center in Landover
• Laurel-Beltsville Senior Activity Center in Laurel
• Southern Regional Technology and Recreation Center in Fort Washington
• Sports and Learning Complex in Landover - *temporarily closed
Complete the County pre-registration form to secure an appointment at one of these sites.
Vaccination Progress
The state continues to make strides in vaccinations, with more than 2.5 million vaccines now administered in
Maryland. As of March 29, Maryland is reporting that 37.2% of the population has now received one shot, and
73.4% of the 65+ population is vaccinated. In Prince George’s County, 20.543% of residents have received one
shot.
According to the County Executive’s latest COVID bulletin, the Prince George’s County Health Department is
making steady progress in vaccinating those on its pre-registration list. As of 3/26, 69.9% of all seniors 85 and
older, 74.5% of seniors ages 75 – 84, and 72.2% of seniors ages 65-74, that pre-registered with the county
Health Department, have received at least one dose of vaccine.
The focus on vaccine equity, the expanding numbers of vaccination sites, and the increasing supply of vaccines,
should help to further improve access to vaccinations. Now it is up to all of us to make sure that all Prince
Georgians get vaccinated. If you are eligible now and have not been vaccinated yet, we encourage you to make
your appointment. If you have friends, neighbors or family members who need help with scheduling
appointments or with getting to appointments, we hope you will lend a hand if you can.
The City has created a Vaccine Navigator Program to help as well. We’ve recruited volunteers to reach out to
seniors to see how they’re doing with getting vaccinated. We started by contacting senior center patrons age
85+ and now have moved to the 75+ population. So far, in these age groups, we’re finding that about half have
already been vaccinated or have appointments. We will continue to expand efforts to other groups as vaccine
appointments and resources allow.
The figures in the chart below are as of March 26.

Consumer Advisory about Vaccines
The Maryland Insurance Administration reminds all Marylanders that they should not have to pay for a COVID19 vaccine. Doses of the vaccine have been purchased with U.S. taxpayer dollars and are being provided at no
cost. Vaccination providers are eligible to be reimbursed from an insurer or from the federal government
when they administer the vaccine, but they may not charge individuals.
In addition to the above, the CDC has said all organizations and providers participating in the CDC COVID-19
Vaccination Program:
•
•
•
•

may not deny anyone vaccination based on the vaccine recipient’s coverage status or network status
may not charge an office visit or other fee if COVID-19 vaccination is the sole medical service provided
may not require additional medical services to receive COVID-19 vaccination
may not seek any reimbursement, including through balance billing, from the vaccine recipient

If anyone attempts to charge you for a vaccination, please notify the Maryland Insurance Administration
immediately at 800-492-6116 or file a complaint online at:

https://enterprise.insurance.maryland.gov/consumer/ConsumerPortalWelcomePage.aspx.
State Health Insurance Special Enrollment Period Extended to August 15
The state health insurance marketplace, Maryland Health Connection, will extend its current Coronavirus
Special Enrollment Period. Uninsured Marylanders can enroll in health coverage now until August 15. Those
who are eligible for Medicaid can enroll any time of year. Health coverage through Maryland Health
Connection covers costs for coronavirus tests at doctor’s offices, urgent care centers, or emergency rooms. To
learn more about coverage options, visit marylandhealthconnection.gov.
Health and Community Partnership Seeks to Vaccinate 600 Latinos a week
Adventist HealthCare, CASA, and the Latino Health Initiative through the “Por Nuestra Salud y Bienestar”
initiative launched a partnership to vaccinate 600 Latinos per week from Prince George's and Montgomery
counties to make the COVID-19 vaccine available to communities that have experienced lower vaccination
rates and higher deaths tolls during the pandemic. In Prince George County, vaccines will be offered at CASA’s
Multicultural Center, located in Langley Park.
Si está interesado o interesada en vacunarse con CASA, llene el formulario para estar en la lista de espera.
CASA les llamará para informarle más.
CDC: When You’ve Been Fully Vaccinated
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released guidance for people who have been fully
vaccinated. People are considered fully vaccinated two weeks after their second dose of Pfizer or Moderna
vaccines, or two weeks after the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine.
Vaccine Card Duplicates Available Through Maryland Immunization Information System
Maryland residents who have lost or misplaced their vaccine card/document can request a duplicate through
the Maryland’s Immunization Information System, a confidential and secure database that is HIPAA compliant.
Visit https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Pages/immunet.aspx to request a copy.
CDC Updates Social Distancing Guidance for K-12 Schools
The CDC released updated guidance for social distancing in K-12 schools. According to the revised guidance:
• In elementary schools, students should be at least 3 feet apart.
• In middle schools and high schools, students should be at least 3 feet apart in areas of low, moderate,
or substantial community transmission.
• In areas of high community transmission, middle and high school students should be 6 feet apart.
Six feet of distance should be maintained:
• Between adults, and between adults and students.
• When masks cannot be worn, such as when eating.
• During activities when increased exhalation occurs, including singing, shouting, playing instruments,
sports and exercise. These activities should be conducted outdoors or in large, well-ventilated space, to
minimize risk of transmission.
• In common areas such as school lobbies, gyms and auditoriums.
The State of Maryland is adopting these CDC guidelines recommending that, with universal masking in place,
students should maintain a distance of at least three feet in classroom settings. State Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Karen Salmon and Deputy Public Health Secretary Dr. Jinlene Chan issued a letter notifying school
systems of the update to the state’s guidance.

City of Bowie Museums are Open
The City of Bowie Museums have reopened. The schedule is Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays from 12 p.m. –
1:30 p.m. and 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
All visitors will be expected to follow CDC and social distancing guidelines including:
• Submitting to a temperature check and health questionnaire upon entry to each museum.
• Signing a COVID-19 waiver form. (Parents/legal guardians must sign for individuals under the age of 18
and minors must be under adult supervision at all times).
• Wearing a mask at all times in all areas, both inside and outside.
• Abiding by all social distancing guidelines and remaining at least 6 feet apart.
County Parks and Recreation Facilities Will Gradually Reopen
The Prince George’s County Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) announced the safe reopening of select
facilities beginning March 29. To learn more and for a complete list of facilities, please visit the DPR website.

COVID-19 Funeral Assistance
FEMA will launch a new program in April to assist families who have lost a family member to COVID with

funeral expenses. Implementation details for this program have not been released yet, but the program will be
retroactive to January 20, 2020. Read the FEMA announcement for more information.
Key COVID-19 Metrics Charts
These charts provide data for the last seven days on key COVID-19 metrics that are being tracked and analyzed
to identify trends and to make reopening decisions.

Maryland Hospitalizations

Other News
South Lake Stakeholders Meeting April 6

Developers of the large South Lake project on US 301, south of Central Avenue, have submitted two Detailed
Site Plans to the City for review.
1. South Lake Multi-Family (Detailed Site Plan #DSP-21002) This project proposes the construction
of 325 multi-family dwelling units in five 4-story buildings; 589 on-site parking spaces, some within
garage buildings; and, a 1-story, 8,363 sq. ft. clubhouse with in-ground swimming pool on 15.86 acres.
2. South Lake Retail/Commercial/Office (Detailed Site Plan #DSP-19021) This project proposes the
construction of 902,064 sq. ft. retail/commercial/office development, including: three hotels, with a
total of 394 rooms; a 207,770 sq. ft. sports complex; a 66,500 sq. ft. grocery store; gas station/
convenience store; a 5-story office building; and, several retail/restaurant pad sites on 59.83 acres.
Residents and other interested parties can learn more about these projects at a virtual Stakeholders Meeting
on April 6 at 7 p.m. For information about this meeting, please contact the Planning Department at 301-8093047. Stakeholders Meeting Zoom link: http://bowie.fyi/stakeholdersmtg4-6

