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COVID Brief
All jurisdictions in the National Capital Region are reporting double digit decreases in new COVID case
rates in the last week. Nationwide, cases have decreased about 10% in the last seven days, including in
recent hotspot states like New Jersey, Michigan, and Minnesota.
In the US, 66% of the 65+ population is fully vaccinated. In Maryland 83% of seniors age 65 and up are
fully vaccinated.
Prince George’s County Vaccination Rate Lags Behind Other Jurisdictions
According to the Maryland vaccine data webpage, just 22.07% of Prince George’s County residents are
fully vaccinated. This is one of the lowest rates in the state and raises concerns about when and how
the county will ever be able to move beyond the pandemic.
State and county officials have been working to improve the vaccination rate through education and by
making clinics more accessible to a majority of county residents, both in terms of their locations and
hours of operation. Mobile clinics are visiting areas that had high COVID case rates and clinics have
opened at houses of worship and community gathering places. Mass vax sites and other clinics are
offering walk-in vaccinations to make it as easy as possible for people to get shots.
The Bowie Senior Center clinic grew out of desire by city leaders to bring vaccines to the people, where
they live and work, and in a fashion that is simple, quick, and familiar. However, in order to make sure
our clinic and all the other clinics are successful in helping our county reach herd immunity (of at least
70% vaccinated), we need to make sure that everyone who wants a vaccine, knows how to get one.
Please join us in being a vaccine ambassador about our vaccine clinic and join us in spreading the word
about how important it is for all of us to get vaccinated.
Pause Lifted on Johnson & Johnson Vaccine

On 4/23, the FDC and the CDC have approved the resumption of Johnson & Johnson vaccine in the US
following a safety review by the CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP).
The statement says available data shows the vaccine’s known and potential benefits outweigh its
known and potential risks in individuals 18 years of age and older. The available data suggest that the
chance of thrombosis-thrombocytopenia syndrome (TTS) occurring is very low, but the FDA and CDC
will continue to investigate the risk. Maryland, Virginia, and several other states have followed the
CDC/FDA action and are allowing distribution of the J & J vaccine once more.
State and Local COVID-19 Data

For more detailed data visit The CDC COVID tracker, the Maryland COVID dashboard, and the Prince
George’s County Health Department COVID dashboard.
Anyone Age 16+ Can Get Vaccinated at Bowie’s Vaccination Clinic
The City of Bowie’s vaccination clinic at the Bowie Senior Center is quick and convenient. Any individual
age 16 and up is eligible to get vaccinated there. Appointments are now being scheduled on Sundays
and Wednesdays. Depending on the number of booked appointments and cancellations and noshows, walk-in appointments are sometimes available. Please make sure to sign up for Alert Bowie or
follow the City of Bowie on social media to receive the latest information on walk-in vaccination
availability.
Pre-register now at www.cityofbowie.org and you’ll receive a call to schedule your appointment,
usually within 24 hours. Several City staff members are calling pre-registrants to schedule vaccine
appointments. The calls may come from a number you don’t recognize. Please be sure to take the call
or check your voicemail so you don’t miss your scheduling opportunity. Scheduling is underway now
for April 27. All appointments will be for the Pfizer vaccine.

Mass Vaccination Sites
If you are interested in getting vaccinated at a state mass vaccination site, pre-register at
https://onestop.md.gov/preregistration or call the state’s vaccination support center at 1-855-MDGOVAX (1-855-634-6829). Pre-registration at state mass vaccination sites is now open to ages 16+.
The closest mass vaccination sites to Bowie are Six Flags on Central Avenue, the Greenbelt Metro
Station, and the Navy Stadium in Annapolis.
Prince George’s County Health Department Vaccination Site Update
The Kentland Community Center and Cedar Heights Community Center vaccine operations are being
closed due to the renewed operations at the Wayne K. Curry Sports and Learning Complex. Kentland
ceased operations on April 23 and the last day of operations at Cedar Heights will be April 30.
According to the County Executive’s latest COVID update, 300,000 County residents have received at
least one dose, including 119,000 who received their vaccinations at Prince George’s Health
Department locations.
The Health Department has launched a COVID-19 Vaccine Locator for residents searching for
vaccination clinics located in the County. The interactive map allows users to sign up for appointments
and search for vaccination clinics operated by the County Health Department, the State of Maryland,
hospitals and pharmacies within a 20-mile radius. Users can search by zip code, address or place name.
To use the COVID-19 Vaccine Locator search tool, visit the County’s COVID vaccine page and click on
the link for the vaccination locator.
Pregnancy and COVID Vaccinations
At a briefing on April 23, CDC Director Rochelle P. Walensky said that the agency is recommending that
pregnant people receive the COVID-19 vaccine. The agency has followed over 35,000 pregnant people
who were vaccinated and found they have experienced the same side effects as others following
vaccination.

If You’ve Been Fully Vaccinated
Earlier this week, the CDC posted this graphic on social media to help clarify the guidance about
gatherings. Learn more: https://bit.ly/3btJaFU.

Other News
Upcoming Virtual Meetings/Events
• Budget Worksession #3 (Community Services Department – 4/26, 8 p.m. - TONIGHT
• Bowie Advisory Planning Board Meeting on South Lake Development – 4/27, 7 p.m.
• Budget Worksession #4 (City Manager’s Office, Police, Finance & Non-dept) – 4/28, 8 p.m.
• How to Have a Health Yard for Birds, Bees, Pets & People Webinar – 4/29, 6:30 p.m.
• Bowie Youth Council youth application deadline – 4/30
• Job Fair for Young Adults 16 – 24 – 5/6, 6 to 8 p.m.
FEMA Funeral Assistance
The FEMA Funeral Assistance Program can help you cover the burial and funeral costs of a loved one
who passed due to COVID-19. Applications are open and you can apply by calling 1-844-684-6333.
Learn about requirements at www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance.
Virtual Job Fair May 6 for Young Adults 16 - 24
The City of Bowie is hosting a virtual employment fair (on Zoom) for young adults, ages 16-24, on
Thursday May 6, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. The goal of the fair is to connect local employers with young
adults who are looking for both seasonal and year-round positions. Space is limited and registration is
required. Visit www.cityofbowie.org/jobfair or email Rhonda Simon at rsimon@cityofbowie.org for
more information.

Happy Earth Month!
Here’s some suggestions on how to live a greener, more sustainable life:
• Everyday tips
• 100 Acts of Green
And don’t forget – flowers, shrubs, and trees are all great for the environment. Shop the annual Bowie
Garden Club Plant Sale (co-sponsored by the City of Bowie). Order online and pick up your plants on
May 16 in the parking lot at the Bowie Library.
Learn more about the many ways that Bowie is working to protect the environment and encourage
sustainable practices at www.cityofbowie.org/greenbowie.
Hydrant Flushing Schedule

