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Bowie News
Free Workforce Development for Ages 15-25
The City of Bowie will present a free online workforce development course for City residents aged 15–
25 from March 5 – April 7, 2022. The application period runs from January 10 to February 18, 2022.
There are two virtual information sessions for interested applicants on Wednesday, January 26 and
Wednesday, February 9.
The application form, session dates, and additional information on the program are all available at
www.cityofbowie.org/worktraining. Have questions? Contact program coordinator Kay Starr at
worktraining@cityofbowie.org or 301-809-3009.

Energy Audit Program
As the temperatures drop, energy bills rise. If you would like to learn how you can save money on your
energy bills, now’s the time to have a no-cost energy audit done in your home by a certified
contractor. Bowie residents, apply now for our Energy Audit Program. The audit will give you a
detailed list of things you can do to improve your homes energy efficiency, safety, and air quality - like
ventilation, HVAC and appliances, insulation, and. Apply now at www.cityofbowie.org/1003/EnergyAudit-Program Questions? Contact adiaz@cityofbowie.org or 301-809-3044.

City Holiday: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
City offices are closed on Monday, January 17 in observance of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
There is no trash or recycling service on this date; service will resume on the next regularly scheduled
trash and recycling pickup day.
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Holiday Clean-up
Christmas Tree Recycling
There are two more Christmas tree recycling days left in this month: January 19 and 26.
Dispose of old Christmas trees on Wednesdays along with yard waste. All decorations must be
removed, and the tree placed at the curb by 7 a.m. Do not place the tree in a plastic bag.
Holiday Light Recycling
MOM’s Organic Market is hosting its 11th annual Holiday Light Recycling Drive. Bring your
unwanted holiday lights to any MOM’s location by January 31, 2022 for recycling.

City Committee Vacancies Available
Is one of your New Year’s resolutions to serve your community? If so, we have the perfect opportunity
for you! Join a City committee today! See the vacancy list below and find out more at
www.cityofbowie.org/committees. With only 12 meetings a year, it’s a resolution that will be easy
(and fun) to keep for 2022. For more information, contact cityclerk@cityofbowie.org or 301-809-3029.

Economic Development Strategy & Action Plan
Bowie residents, the City Council needs your input on the development of the City’s economic
strategy goals. Share your thoughts and suggestions either by participating in an online survey
(www.surveymonkey.com/r/LXL2TB2) or at the January 18 City Council meeting. For more
information, please contact 301-809-3042 or mailto:jhking@cityofbowie.org.

Upcoming Council Meeting – January 18
The next Regular Meeting of the Bowie City Council is Tuesday, January 18, 2022 at 8 p.m. Agenda
items include:
• Economic Development Strategy in Progress Briefing
• Budget Guidance for FY 2023
This meeting is open to the public or can be viewed live:
• Bowie Government TV – (FIOS 10/Comcast 71 & 996)
• www.cityofbowie.org/viewmeetings
• Bowie YouTube channel (@CityofBowieMD)

Don’t Make it Easy for Criminals
The Bowie Police Department is seeing an increase in thefts from autos and in the number of vehicles
being stolen. Please make sure that you are not making your car an easy target for criminals.
•
•
•

Stay with your car while it warms up.
Remove valuables from the car.
Make sure you have your keys or key fob when you get out of your car.
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•

Lock it and then pull the handle to double check that it is really locked.
(Remember -- if you leave a key fob in the car, it won’t lock AND if your key fob is inside but still
close to your vehicle, it may prevent the lock from engaging.)

Bowie News & Publications
The City of Bowie offers several newsletters and even videos summarizing general city news.
• The Bowie Spotlight is a monthly summary of news and events in Bowie
• The Bowie Brief is a weekly update, highlighting upcoming events and important topics for
that week. The Brief may also include COVID updates, as needed.
• View all our videos on Bowie’s YouTube channel @cityofbowieMD
These newsletters are distributed via Alert Bowie. For additional information, contact the
Communications Division at 301-809-3032 or email.
Key COVID metrics are tracked by Emergency Management staff and posted to the city’s website each
weekday.
The City also publishes the Green Bowie Newsletter and a newsletter about the Senior Center each
month and produces a variety of annual reports. Visit our Newsletters & Reports page to learn more
about these City publications.

New Art Exhibit at City Hall
Now through the end of February, visitors to City Hall can enjoy a new Winter Art show. The gallery
features 30 works of art from 8 regional artists. City Hall is open Monday to Thursday 8:30 a.m. – 8 p.m.
and Friday 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Job Openings
The City of Bowie is currently seeking candidates for the following positions:
January 21, 2021
• Community Coordinator – Youth Services Bureau
• Services Program Assistant (Part time) – Senior Center
Visit http://www.cityofbowie.org/jobs for details or to apply.

Calendar of Upcoming Events
Monday, January 17
• Martin Luther King, Jr. Day | All Day
Tuesday, January 18
• City Council Meeting | 8 p.m.
Wednesday, January 26
• Fairy Tale Fun | 10 a.m.
• Information Session on Workforce Development Program | 7 p.m.
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Visit www.cityofbowie.org/calendar for details about other upcoming events sponsored by the City.

COVID CORNER

Recent developments on COVID are summarized below:

American Red Cross Declares Blood Crisis
The American Red Cross has declared the first-ever Blood Crisis amid the Omicron surge. The agency
stated that it is facing a national blood crisis, its worst blood shortage in over a decade, posing a
concerning risk to patient care. Amid this crisis, doctors have been forced to make difficult decisions
about who receives blood transfusions and who will need to wait until more products become
available. Source
The Bowie Senior Center will be hosting an American Red Cross Blood Drive on February 12, from 8:30
a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Please call 1-800-733-2767 or visit www.redcrossblood.org to make an appointment.
Proof of COVID-19 vaccination must be shown and a mask must be worn at this blood drive.

Bowie Recreational Facilities Reopening Plans
At a Special Meeting on January 10, City Council voted to modify its facility reopening decision
regarding requiring proof of vaccination. Masks are required to enter the Ice Arena, Gymnasium &
Museums, but proof of vaccination is no longer required. The vaccine mandate remains in place for
the Senior Center.
Each recreational facility has a reopening plan that outlines what patrons will be expected to do when
entering the facility. The plan is specific to that building and may include details about available
services, capacity limitations, food consumption, and other requirements. Questions about a facility's
plan should be directed to the manager of the facility.
Gymnasium Plan | Historic Properties Plan | Ice Arena Plan (revised) | Senior Center Plan

Vaccinations
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COVID-19 vaccination operations returned to the Wayne K. Curry Sports and Learning Complex on
January 11. Appointments are preferred, but limited walk-in hours are available. Vaccinations are also
available at pharmacies throughout the area, usually by appointment. To find a clinic, visit
covidvax.maryland.gov or call the state’s multilingual call center, available seven days a week, at 1855-MD-GOVAX (1-855-634-6829).
State officials continue to urge all eligible Marylanders to get vaccinated for COVID and the flu
and get their booster shots just as soon as they are eligible.

Testing
Free COVID-19 testing is available to County residents, regardless of insurance coverage, at
designated locations each week throughout the County. Sites are walk-in, unless otherwise noted.
You must present ID. (Sites may be affected by weather-related closures. Be sure to check before you
go.)
• First United Methodist Church of Hyattsville | 6201 Belcrest Rd, Hyattsville
Mon & Thurs from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. | Sat from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Roseu Medical Center | 7350 Van Dusen Rd, Laurel
Book testing appointments online or call 301-604-8000 | Monday – Friday
• Bunker Hill Fire Station | 3716 Rhode Island Ave, Brentwood
Mon-Fri from 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
This week the Maryland Department of Health opened and expanded several COVID-19 testing sites
across the State, including a few in our area:
•
•
•
•

UM Laurel Alternate Care Site (drive-thru) | 7300 Van Dusen Road Laurel, MD
Mon - Sun, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Washington Education Zone (drive-thru) | 6511 Princess Garden Parkway Lanham, MD
Mon - Sun, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
City of Praise Family Ministries | 8501 Jericho City Drive Landover, MD
Mon, 12 – 6 p.m.; Tues – Fri 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Sat 9 a.m. 1 p.m.
Anne Arundel Medical Center | 2001 Medical Parkway., Annapolis, MD

The distribution schedule for the week of Jan 10 is:
M-NCPPC Community Centers (While supplies last)
Thursday, January 13, 8 a.m.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hillcrest Heights Community Center | 2300 Oxon Run Drive, Temple Hills, MD 20748
*Westphalia Community Center | 8900 Westphalia Road, Upper Marlboro, MD 20774
*Kentland Community Center Ballroom | 2413 Pinebrook Avenue, Landover, MD 20785
*Cedar Heights Community Center | 1200 Glenn Willow Drive, Capitol Heights, MD 20743
Langley Park Community Center | 1500 Merrimac Drive, Hyattsville, MD 20783
Southern Regional Tech & Recreation Complex | 7007 Bock Road, Ft Washington, MD 20744
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PGCMLS Branch Libraries (While supplies last)
Wednesday, January 12, 3:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. & Thursday, January 13, 11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
• Laurel Branch Library | 507 7th Street, Laurel, MD 20707
• New Carrollton Branch Library | 7414 Riverdale Road, New Carrollton, MD 20784
• Oxon Hill Branch Library | 6200 Oxon Hill Road, Oxon Hill, MD 20745
• *South Bowie Branch Library | 15301 Hall Road, Bowie, MD 20721
• Spauldings Branch Library | 5811 Old Silver Hill Road, District Heights, MD 20747
*indicates site is a drive-thru location
For more information about COVID-19 testing or to use the County’s testing site locator, visit
health.mypgc.us/COVIDTesting. You can also find a testing site in your area using the Maryland
Department of Health’s site locator at covidTEST.maryland.gov. There are over 310 sites in the state.
Please keep in mind that testing centers are currently experiencing long waits as demand for
testing has grown rapidly.
At-home Test Kits – The South Bowie Library is one of the locations where at-home test kits will be
distributed this week. This is a drive-through event. Proof of county residency required. Operating
hours are on Wednesday, from 3 - 7:30 p.m. and Thurs from 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. or while supplies
last. Updates on library supplies are being posted to their “Ask a Librarian” line at 240-455-5451 and
on their social media accounts.

COVID Variants
The Omicron variant is rapidly becoming the dominant variant in Maryland and across the country.
The Omicron page on the CDC website includes this information (last updated Dec 20):
o

How easily does Omicron spread? The Omicron variant likely will spread more easily than
the original SARS-CoV-2 virus and how easily Omicron spreads compared to Delta remains
unknown. CDC expects that anyone with Omicron infection can spread the virus to others,
even if they are vaccinated or don’t have symptoms.

o

Will Omicron cause more severe illness? More data are needed to know if Omicron
infections, and especially reinfections and breakthrough infections in people who are fully
vaccinated, cause more severe illness or death than infection with other variants.

o

Will vaccines work against Omicron? Current vaccines are expected to protect against
severe illness, hospitalizations, and deaths due to infection with the Omicron variant.
However, breakthrough infections in people who are fully vaccinated are likely to occur. With
other variants, like Delta, vaccines have remained effective at preventing severe illness,
hospitalizations, and death. The emergence of Omicron further emphasizes the importance of
vaccination and boosters.
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o

Will treatments work against Omicron? Scientists are working to determine how well
existing treatments for COVID-19 work. Based on the changed genetic make-up of Omicron,
some treatments are likely to remain effective while others may be less effective.

COVID Data

Prince George’s County and Bowie Vaccinations
The CDC vaccination data by county is based on the percentage of the eligible population.

Prince George's County
Fully Vaccinated Residents
(as of 1/12/22)

Total #
% of Total Population
# of Age 5+
% of Age 5+ Population
# of Age 12+
% of Age 12+ Population
# of Age 18+
% of Age 18+ Population
# of Age 65+

623,143
68.95%
623,121
73.3%
610,436
79.1%
563,150
79.5%
113,303
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% of Age 65 + Population

89.7%

Upcoming Vaccine Clinics
Vaccine Clinic at Brookdale Woodward Estates

The Maryland Department of Health has 100 vaccines available for ages 18+. First come, first served.
Stop by for a free vaccine and other fun music, food, and giveaways.

9

Vaccine Clinic at First United Methodist Church in Hyattsville
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