BOWIE

BRIEF

Your Weekly Update

Thursday, April 14, 2022
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Bowie News
Candidate Forum #2 Tonight at the Bowie Center for the Performing Arts
Bowie area voters can meet some of the candidates who are vying to represent them in Upper
Marlboro and in the Maryland House of Delegates tonight (4/14) at a candidate forum at the Bowie
Center for the Performing Arts at 7 p.m.

The April 12 forum featured candidates for Governor, Comptroller, and Maryland Senate
(District 23). The second forum on April 14 includes candidates for County Council At Large,
County Council (District 4), and Maryland House of Delegates (District 23)
Tonight’s forum will be moderated by Gary Allen, former mayor of Bowie. Questions for the
candidates will come from the audience.
The forum will be recorded and will be posted to the city website at
www.cityofbowie.org/viewmeetings and on the city’s YouTube channel (@CityofBowieMD) in
the next few days. It will also be broadcast on the government channel (FIOS 11 or Comcast 71
& 996) next week.
The Maryland Gubernatorial Primary is scheduled to take place on July 19, 2022 and the
Gubernatorial Election for Governor and other state and local offices will take place on
November 8, 2022.

Fair Housing Forum
April is National Fair Housing Month. Each year, the City of Bowie hosts a free Fair Housing
Symposium. This year’s event will take place online via Zoom at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, April 20, and
is free and open to the public.
Principal and founder of the Ochoa Urban Collaborative, Manuel T. Ochoa, will present and discuss his
25+ years’ experience in urban planning, housing, and community development. This will be a great
event for Code Enforcement Officers, Law Enforcement Officers, City and County employees, realtors,
property management firms, homeowner associations, and all persons interested in housing
protections and affordability for veterans, persons with disabilities, families. Residents interested in
learning more about fair housing laws and protections are encouraged to attend as well.
Register now at bowie.fyi/2022fairhousing and visit www.cityofbowie.org/fairhousing for more
information.

Youth Town Hall – April 21
Join members of the Bowie Youth Council for the inaugural Youth Town Hall on April 21 at 7 p.m. at
the Kenhill Center, 2614 Kenhill Drive. The goal of the event is to introduce the Bowie Youth Council to
the community, to engage in a discussion about mental health, school safety and truancy, and to
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provide an opportunity for Bowie youth to share concerns or ideas they have about our community.
Registration is encouraged, but not required, for this event. RSVP form.

Link to shorter promo

April is Earth Month!
Also, take a moment and review our new Climate Action Plan Implementation Plan, which will be out
for public comment until April 30. Comments can be submitted via a fillable form on the Climate
Action page. You may also email your thoughts to adiaz@cityofbowie.org.

April Wine and Design – Decorate a Terra Cotta Pot
Join us for the April Wine and Design at Belair Mansion on April 22 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Learn how to
decoupage terra cotta pots using beautifully designed napkins. Come customize your potted floral
garden! The event is $25 per person and registration is required. Bring your favorite beverage, and we
will supply the goodies.
To register and pay for the class, please contact Susan Proctor at sproctor@cityofbowie.org or call
301-809-3089.
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Budget Process
City Council has begun reviewing the Proposed FY23 Budget and Capital Improvements Program. The
budget will take effect July 1, 2022.
The next budget work session will be held on Monday, April 18 at 8 p.m. in Bowie City Hall. Items to be
discussed include the Public Works Department and the Water and Sewer Fund. The full schedule of
meetings can be found at www.cityofbowie.org/budget. Meetings are in-person and open to the
public. The public can also view them at www.cityofbowie.org/viewmeetings, on FIOS Channel 10 or
Comcast Channels 71 and 996, or on YouTube @CityofBowieMD.
There will be a public hearing at the May 2 meeting. Those wishing to submit written testimony for the
record may do so by emailing cityclerk@cityofbowie.org. Testimony must be received by 7 p.m. on the
day of the hearing. For information, contact City Clerk Awilda Hernandez at 301-809-3029.

Arbor Day Celebration on April 30
Did you know that trees help reduce stress? The City of Bowie will celebrate trees on April 30 at 10 a.m.
at Acorn Hill Park (located at the intersection between Stonybrook Drive and Sage Lane). The program
includes the reading of a City of Bowie proclamation, Memorial Tree Recognition, and an Arbor Day
tree dedication. There will also be light refreshments. For more information, please contact Rick
Kellner, Superintendent of Parks and Grounds at 301-809-3061 or rkellner@cityofbowie.org.
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Arab American Heritage Month
During the month of April, the City of Bowie recognizes National Arab American Heritage Month, a
celebration of the Arab American community’s rich heritage and numerous contributions to society.
Visit our website to view book recommendations for all ages and learn more about Arab American
heritage.

Virtual Meeting about MD 197 Widening Project
The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) has reinitiated the MD 197 widening project which
had been dormant for several years. The agency has scheduled a virtual public information session on
the project design for April 26 at 6:30 p.m.
Information about the project can be found on the SHA website. Residents and other interested
parties can participate in the session and submit questions using the Q&A feature of the virtual
meeting software. Comments about the project can also be submitted on the SHA project information
page.
Also related to improvements on this stretch of highway, SHA will be changing the speed limit on MD
197 between Kenhill Drive and MD 450. The speed was lowered from 40 mph to 35 mph earlier this
week. Project webpage | Meeting registration link
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Hydrant Flushing Underway
The City of Bowie Public Works Department’s annual fire hydrant flushing and testing program in
areas served by City water in underway until May 2, according to the schedule below. Hydrant flushing
takes place Monday through Friday from approximately 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.
Since some discoloration of your water may occur, clothes washing is discouraged when flushing is
taking place. If your clothes become discolored, keep them wet and re-wash them using a rust
remover. Rust remover is available, at no cost, from City Hall and Public Works offices. The water is
safe for drinking and bathing even though it may be discolored. The discoloration is a result of rust
and sediment buildup in the water lines and is not harmful. The discoloration should clear in
approximately 24 hours. However, since the water mains are all interconnected, flushing of hydrants
in adjacent sections could affect your water as well.
For more information, please contact the Public Works Department at 301-809-2344. The schedule is
below or can be found at www.cityofbowie.org/flushing.
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Bowie Water Filter Rebate Program

Bowie Water System customers who are experiencing discolored water due to sedimentation are now
eligible for a City rebate of up to $1,800 to help defray the costs of purchasing and installing a whole
house water filtration system or water filter(s) at their property.
City Council has authorized $50,000 for this new program. Rebates will be awarded on a first come,
first served basis to eligible applicants who are prequalified for the rebate. The rebates will continue
to be distributed until the $50,000 in program funds are exhausted or until the fiscal year ends on June
30, 2022, whichever comes first.
Funding is limited. Visit www.cityofbowie.org/waterrebate for more information. If you think you may
be eligible for this program, it is imperative that you begin the application process as soon as possible.

Participants needed for Bowie Parade
Do you have a small business? Are you looking for ways to get your local organization more involved in
the community? The Bowie Memorial Day Parade can offer a great opportunity to have some fun and
get some exposure for your organization or business.
The parade recognizes members of the Armed Services, past and present, and honors the memory of
those who made the ultimate sacrifice in service to their country. It takes place on May 28 at 11 a.m.
Participant applications are due by April 29 and can be found on the Memorial Day Parade page on the
City website.

Streetlight Outages
Help us to keep the lights on Bowie. Please report streetlight outages or other problems with
streetlights to our Public Works Department. We depend on the public to let us know when there is a
problem with a streetlight. Please do not assume that the problem has been reported.
You can report an outage by contacting Robert Holt, rholt@cityofbowie.org or 240-544-5690 or by
visiting www.cityofbowie.org/servicerequest to report the problem using our service request system.

DEA Drug Takeback Day April 30
The Bowie Police Department will be a participating collection site for the Drug Enforcement
Administration’s (DEA) National Prescription Take-Back Day. This event allows residents to dispose
safely of any old or unused medications (including vet medications). Over the counter and
prescription medications will be accepted at this event. Needles, lancets, and aerosols cannot be
accepted. This event will take place on April 30, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Bowie Police Department
(15901 Fred Robinson Way).
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Upskill, Reskill, or Explore a New Career with our New Training Program
Bowie’s new job training program launches on April 18. This free program will provide city residents
with the opportunity to learn new job skills, change careers, or make themselves more marketable
through a special partnership with online training partner, Coursera. Learn more about the program
by going to www.cityofbowie.org/jobtraining and then complete our short online application. Course
licenses are limited; act soon to take advantage of this free training opportunity.
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New Session of Citizens’ Police Academy Begins in May
Take a look behind the scenes of your local police department! The Bowie Police Department is now
accepting applications for the next session of its Citizens’ Police Academy. This free, multi-week
training course allows community members to learn about the Bowie Police Department from officers
and other members of the criminal justice system through interactive classes and discussions.
Session IX begins Tuesday, May 3. Participants must complete an application and be at least 18 years.
Seats are filled on a first come, first served basis. For more information, email COPS@cityofbowie.org
To apply, visit: www.cityofbowie.org/citizensacademy.

County Offers Summer Activities for Youth Ages 12 to 15
Prince George’s County’s Summer Passport Experience is a fantastic way for youth (ages 12-15) to
pursue new interests, improve existing skills, and make new friends. The program has researched and
curated the best summer activities and the best programs for teens in middle school. These one-of-akind programs tend to focus on specific pursuits like STEM, health and beauty, self-care, mental
health, trades, entrepreneurship and more. The program is based on three Es – Education,
Entrepreneurship, and Experience/Entertainment – offering youth more than 25 opportunities for fun
and growth.
In its inaugural year last summer, the Alsobrooks Summer Passport Experience touched the lives of
more than 1,100 youth from around Prince George’s County. Youth receive a program passport, tshirt, program supplies and materials. Last year, many of the programs allowed students an
opportunity to have fun, meet new friends, learn from local experts in their field and experience new
adventures here in Prince George’s County.
This year, the Passport Experience is being run in partnership with M-NCPPC, the Prince George’s
County Police Department Police Athletic League, the Prince George’s County Memorial Library
System, and the Office of Emergency Management. There will be several new and exciting
opportunities for youth to select. Registration is just $20. The deadline for this program has been
extended to April 22. Sign up today at pgcpassport.eventbrite.com. For more information, contact us
at pgcpassport@co.pg.md.us.

Job Openings
The City of Bowie is currently seeking candidates for the following positions:
Closing May 6
• Part-time Community Enhancement Worker- Community Services
• Code Compliance Officer/Trainee – Community Services
Open until filled
• Entry Level Police Officer – Police Department
• Communications Specialist II – Police Department
• Part -time Bus Driver - Community Services
• Solid Waste Collector – Public Works Department
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Visit http://www.cityofbowie.org/jobs for details or to apply.

Calendar of Upcoming Events
Thursday, April 14
• Candidate Forum #2 | 7 p.m.
• Bowie Arts Committee Meeting | 7 p.m.
Friday, April 15
• FENCES at the Bowie Playhouse | 8 p.m.
Saturday, April 16
• FENCES at the Bowie Playhouse | 8 p.m.
Sunday, April 17
• FENCES at the Bowie Playhouse | 2 p.m.
Monday, April 18
• Budget Work Session #2 | 8 p.m.
Wednesday, April 20
• Fair Housing Symposium | 10 a.m.
• Diversity Committee Meeting | 7 p.m.
Thursday, April 21
• Youth Town Hall | 7 p.m.
Friday, April 22
• Wine and Design: Decorative Terra Cotta Pots | 7 p.m.
• FENCES at the Bowie Playhouse | 8 p.m.
Saturday, April 23
• Red Cross Community Blood Drive | 8:30 a.m.
• Weed Warrior Workday | 9 a.m.
• Walk to End Domestic Violence | 10 a.m.
• FENCES at the Bowie Playhouse | 8 p.m.
Sunday, April 24
• FENCES at the Bowie Playhouse | 2 p.m.
Monday, April 25
• Budget Work Session #3 | 8 p.m.
Wednesday, April 27
• Fairy Tale Fun | 10 a.m.
• Budget Work Session #4 | 8 p.m.
Friday, April 29
• Memorial Day Parade Application Deadline | 5 p.m.
Saturday, April 30
• Celebrate Arbor Day | 10 a.m.
• DEA Drug Take Back Day | 10 a.m.
Visit www.cityofbowie.org/calendar for details about other upcoming events sponsored by the City.
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COVID CORNER

Prince George’s County is currently at a low COVID-19 community transmission level according to the
CDC. Everyone should stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines and get tested if they have symptoms.
Individuals may choose to wear a mask if they wish, however masks are no longer required indoors in
Prince George’s County.
There is an exception to the lifting of the masking orders: Prince George’s County Schools will
continue to require masks until the COVID vaccination rate in the County reaches 80%.

COVID Increases Prompt TSA to Extend Mask Rule for Public Transportation
CDC continues to monitor the spread of the Omicron variant, especially the BA.2 subvariant that now
makes up more than 85% of U.S. cases. Since early April, there have been increases in the 7-day
moving average of cases in the U.S.
At the CDC's recommendation, the Transportation Security Administration is extending the directive
requiring mask use on public transportation and in transportation hubs for 15 days, through May 3.

COVID Testing
•

•
•

Use the Maryland Department of Health Test Site Locator tool to find a COVID test site near
you.
The US government is distributing a second round of COVID tests. Request yours now - COVID
Home Tests | USPS
Pick up a test kit at one of the local distribution points at certain libraries and community
centers. See this week’s list.

For updates on COVID-19 testing and vaccinations, including a complete list of clinics in the County,
visit health.mypgc.us/Coronavirus

County Offering Second Booster Shots
Based on recent guidance by the FDA and CDC, individuals ages 50 and up are now eligible to receive a
second booster dose of the Pfizer or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. Individuals ages 12 and up with
weakened immune systems are also eligible to receive a second booster dose. For more information
or to find a vaccine clinic near you, visit the vaccine page on the Prince George’s County website.
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More COVID News
•

COVID Cases - Many colleges and universities are seeing an uptick in COVID cases as students
return from spring break. Locally, Johns Hopkins University is instituting mandatory twiceweekly testing for all undergraduate students and reinstituting masking requirements
temporarily. Georgetown University and American University have also announced that they
are also reinstituting a masking mandate due to a rise in cases.

COVID Data

Prince George’s County Vaccinations
The CDC vaccination data by county is based on the percentage of the eligible population.

Prince George's County
Fully Vaccinated Residents (per CDC)
as of 4/14/22
Total #
688,275
75.7%
% of Total Population
688,245
# of Age 5+
81%
% of Age 5+ Population
659,330
# of Age 12+
85.5%
% of Age 12+ Population
605,272
# of Age 18+
% of Age 18+ Population
85.5%
118,575
# of Age 65+
93.9%
% of Age 65 + Population
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