BOWIE

BRIEF

Your Weekly Update

Wednesday, August 17, 2022

Welcome to the Bowie Brief, our weekly newsletter about what’s going on in city government.

BOWIE NEWS
BACK TO SCHOOL BASH
RUSTIC WOODS
MARYLAND TAX FREE WEEK
BOWIE ICE ARENA NEWS
BOWIE RESTAURANT REIMBURSEMENT GRANTS ARE BACK!
VOLUNTEER MENTOR OPPORTUNITY
“SWEAT” AT THE BOWIE PLAYHOUSE
LAWN CARE EQUIPMENT REBATE PROGRAM
CITY OFFERS TRAINING FOR THOSE APPLYING FOR COMMUNITY OUTREACH GRANTS
SUNDAY SUNSET CONCERT: “SMOOTH BAND” (R & B AND JAZZ)
SUNDAY, AUGUST 21, 7 P.M.
JOIN THE BOWIE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
GARDEN CLEANUPS
YOGA ON THE GREEN
JOB OPENINGS
CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
COVID CORNER
MASKS REQUIRED IN PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY SCHOOLS
UPDATED CDC GUIDANCE ON COVID EXPOSURES
COVID TRANSMISSION RATES
COVID-19 VACCINATION INFORMATION
COVID TESTING SITE IN BOWIE
TESTING RECOMMENDATIONS
COVID DATA
PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY COVID VACCINATIONS
ARE YOU UP TO DATE ON YOUR IMMUNIZATIONS?
IMMUNIZATION CLINICS

1

Bowie News
Back to School Bash
Elementary school aged children can celebrate the end of the summer at the Back to School Bash on
Saturday, August 20 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Bowie Gym (4100 Northview Drive). There will be
games, music, face painting, giveaways, refreshments, and much more.
The first 350 children ages 4 - 10 that donate $3 or two or more non-perishable items to the Bowie
Pantry at the event will receive a free backpack filled with school supplies.

Rustic Woods
The owner of the former Montessori school site on Randonstone Lane wishes to develop the property
into a 38-home subdivision. Before the owner can submit a subdivision plan, they must obtain an
amendment to the County Water & Sewer Plan.
Approval of a Water and Sewer Plan amendment will allow the property owner to submit a subdivision
plan for development of the property. The property is partially located in the City of Bowie. The City
currently provides water service only to this address. Because the proposal will involve a water
service change, City Council approval will ultimately be required. City water service to the entire
property would also require annexation and a City service category change since the property is not
completely in the municipal limits of Bowie.
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While there is no action for the City Council to take at this time, the City wanted to provide an early
opportunity for residents to learn about what is being proposed and ask questions. View project
information at www.cityofbowie.org/rusticwoods.

Maryland Tax Free Week
This week is Maryland Tax-Free Week. Through August 20, any single qualifying article of clothing or
footwear priced $100 or less, regardless of how many items are purchased in the same transaction,
will be exempt from the state's six percent sales tax. See a detailed list of exempt and taxable items on
Maryland’s website and view an FAQ document about the program.

Bowie Ice Arena News
Interested in keeping up with news of the Bowie Ice Arena? View the monthly calendar of activities at
www.cityofbowie.org/icearena or call 301-809-3090 for information.

Bowie Restaurant Reimbursement Grants Are Back!
The Bowie Restaurant Reimbursement Grant is a grant program created by the City Council to assist
small restaurant businesses with establishing and operating outdoor dining. Businesses with a
physical establishment in the City of Bowie may be eligible to receive a one-time reimbursement of up
to $2,500. Purchases must be made between April 1 and December 30, 2022. The program has $7,500
in remaining funds to distribute. Grants are limited to one award per business entity.
Visit the program webpage at www.cityofbowie.org/restaurantgrant to read the eligibility criteria and
to download the grant application. The application deadline is December 16, 2022. Questions? Visit
the Business page on our website or contact the Economic Development Office at
jhking@cityofbowie.org.
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Volunteer Mentor Opportunity
Bowie Youth & Family Services is now accepting applications for the Bowie Teen Mentor Program for
the 2022 - 2023 academic year. It is a school-based mentoring program that matches an adult mentor
with a student in grades 8 to 12 for in-person meetings. As a volunteer mentor you will spend one hour
a week building a positive relationship with a student. It’s a great opportunity to make a meaningful
impact on a student’s life and your community. Your involvement has the potential to change the
course of a teen’s school experience, how they view themselves, and how they interact with others.
For more information, please contact Program Coordinator Amanda Pumphrey at 301-809-3033 or
mentor@cityofbowie.org.

“Sweat” at the Bowie Playhouse
Beginning this Friday, 2nd Star Productions will present “Sweat” at the Bowie Playhouse in
Whitemarsh Park. Winner of the 2017 Pulitzer Prize for drama, “Sweat” tells the story of a group of
friends who have spent their lives sharing drinks, secrets, and laughs while working together on the
factory floor. But when layoffs and picket lines begin to chip away at their trust, the friends find
themselves pitted against each other in a heart wrenching fight to stay afloat. The show will run
August 19 through September 3. Visit www.2ndstarproductions.org for tickets and more information.
Learn more about the Bowie Playhouse and upcoming shows at www.cityofbowie.org/playhouse.

Lawn Care Equipment Rebate Program
The lawn mower rebate program has been expanded to now include other lawn care equipment.
Electric lawn mowers, as well as mulching mowers, will be rebated at the current rate of $50. Electric
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weed whackers, hedge trimmers, and leaf blowers will each be rebated at $25. If you purchase all four
tools at once, you will be eligible for a $150 rebate.
Please bring your receipt/proof of purchase and proof of residency to the Finance Department
window at City Hall, Monday - Friday between 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Purchases must be made on or after
July 1, 2022.
Only residents who live within the municipal limits of the City of Bowie are eligible for these rebates.
Only one rebate will be issued per item, per household. Please call 301-809-3044 if you have further
questions.

City Offers Training for Those Applying for Community Outreach Grants
Community Outreach grants are awarded in areas of social/human services, senior citizens, youth and
mental health. Individuals, groups, and/or organizations which provide services that assist
underserved residents of the incorporated City of Bowie are also encouraged to apply.
This year $15,000 is available to be awarded to successful applicants through a competitive selection
process. The maximum amount that will be awarded for any grant is $5,000. Although applicants need
not live within the municipal limits of Bowie, the grant program for which they are seeking funds must
directly benefit City of Bowie residents.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all applicants must follow local, county and state orders and provide
details as to how your project could be executed virtually. The COC will host a Virtual Grant
Application Clinic to review the application process on Wednesday, August 24 at 7 p.m. Interested
parties are strongly encouraged to attend and may register at
https://forms.gle/gTwq14XRBpU59QoXA. The deadline to apply for a Community Outreach Grant is
September 19 at 5 p.m.

Sunday Sunset Concert: “Smooth Band” (R & B and Jazz)
Sunday, August 21, 7 p.m.
Enjoy a free Sunday evening concert performance by “Smooth Band” on Sunday, August 21 at 7 p.m.
at the Robert V. Setera Amphitheater at Allen Pond Park. Summer concerts are held on Sunday
evenings through Labor Day weekend. Admission is free and each show begins at 7 p.m.
If you are unable to attend in person, you can still view the concerts live on Sunday evenings at 7 p.m.
on Comcast Channel 71 and 996 or Verizon Channel 10.
Cancellations may occur in the case of inclement weather. Because summer storms often pass
through quickly, decisions about concert cancellations will not be made until right before the concert
is scheduled to take place. Notices about cancellations will be posted on the City website, and on the
City's Facebook page and Twitter feed.
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Donations of non-perishable food items for the Bowie Food Pantry are collected at the concert each
week.

Join the Bowie Volunteer Fire Department
The Bowie Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad, Inc, (BVFD) is actively recruiting individuals
who wish to serve the City of Bowie and surrounding areas in the capacity of firefighters and/or
Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs). Men and women ages 16 and older that are in good physical
condition and have the desire to participate in fire and/or emergency medical activities are eligible for
membership. Those persons who do not have the desire to participate in emergency activities, or who
do not meet the physical requirements for active membership are encouraged to enter the
department as an Auxiliary Member. These members contribute in the areas of fundraising, public
relations, public education, and administrative assistance.
To learn more about the minimum requirements to become a volunteer with the BVFD: or to apply,
visit the BFVD website.

Garden Cleanups
The Bowie Green Team is looking for volunteers to help with two garden cleanups taking place at
Monarch Butterfly Waystation Gardens this week. On August 18, they’ll be working at the Bowie Senior
Center and on August 20, they’ll be at City Hall. Both events offer an opportunity to get outside, help
out, and learn something you may not know about native plants. Please bring your own tools and
gloves. Hours are 9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Yoga on the Green
The City of Bowie is hosting its second Yoga on the Green event on the grounds of Belair Mansion. This
free, one-hour session takes place on August 27 at 10 a.m. and is for all skill levels. No registration
needed. Simply bring a water, sunscreen, and a yoga mat or towel. Have questions? Email
adiaz@cityofbowie.org.

Job Openings
The City of Bowie is currently seeking candidates for several positions listed below. Full time
employees are eligible for medical, dental, vision, life and long-term care insurance, a
401(k) with employer match, and a 457 savings plan. They also have paid holidays and earn leave. Visit
www.cityofbowie.org/jobs for links to job postings.
Closing 8/19/2022
• Wastewater Operator Trainee/ Wastewater Operator – Public Works Department
Closing 8/26/2022
• Part time Contracts/Permits Specialist - Public Works Department
Open until filled
• Entry Level Police Officer – Police Department
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Communications Specialist II – Police Department
Network Administrator – Information Technology
Water Plant Superintendent – Public Works Department
Water Plant Trainee/Operator - Public Works Department
Solid Waste Collector – Public Works Department
Part time Bus Driver – Community Services
Part time Theater Technician – Community Services

Visit http://www.cityofbowie.org/jobs for details or to apply.

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Thursday, August 18
• Garden Cleanup at the Senior Center | 9 a.m.
• Senior Program: Better Day Live Chats! - Self Care | 9:30 a.m.
Friday, August 19
• Wine and Design at Belair Mansion: Decorative Throw Pillows | 7 p.m. - CANCELED
• Bowie Playhouse: “Sweat” | 8 p.m.
Saturday, August 20
• Garden Cleanup at City Hall | 9 a.m.
• Back to School Bash at the City Gym | 10 a.m.
• Bowie Playhouse: “Sweat” | 8 p.m.
Sunday, August 21
• Bowie Farmers’ Market | 8 a.m.
• Bowie Playhouse: “Sweat” | 2 p.m.
• Sunday Sunset Concert: “Smooth Band” | 7 p.m.
Wednesday, August 24
• Community Outreach Grant Virtual Application Clinic | 7 p.m.
Friday, August 26
• Bowie Playhouse: “Sweat” | 8 p.m.
Saturday, August 27
• Victorian Braid Work Class at Belair Mansion | 9 a.m.
• City Council Visit to the Town of Kensington | 9:30 a.m.
• Yoga on the Green | 10 a.m.
• Bowie Playhouse: “Sweat” | 8 p.m.
Sunday, August 28
• Bowie Farmers’ Market | 8 a.m.
• Bowie Playhouse: “Sweat” | 2 p.m.
• Sunday Sunset Concert: “US Navy Cruisers” | 7 p.m.
Monday, August 29
• Community Information Meeting – Rustic Woods Water & Sewer Plan Amendment | 7 p.m.
Wednesday, August 31
• Fairy Tale Fun | 10 a.m.
Friday, September 2
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• Bowie Playhouse: “Sweat” | 8 p.m.
Saturday, September 3
• Bowie Playhouse: “Sweat” | 8 p.m.
Sunday, September 4
• Bowie Farmers’ Market | 8 a.m.
• Final Sunday Sunset Concert: “4 the Road” | 7 p.m.
Monday, September 5
• Labor Day, City Offices Closed
Tuesday, September 6
• Regular City Council Meeting | 8 p.m.
Visit www.cityofbowie.org/calendar for details about other upcoming events sponsored by the City.

COVID CORNER

Masks Required in Prince George’s County Schools
Effective August 15, Prince George’s County: Prince George’s County Public Schools returned to a
mandatory mask policy in all schools and facilities until further notice, as recommended by the Prince
George’s County Health Department.

Updated CDC Guidance on COVID Exposures
The CDC updated and streamlined its COVID-19 guidance deemphasizing distancing measures and
focusing on protecting the most vulnerable groups and reducing the severity of the disease. Guidance
also targets schools and childcare settings, removing recommendations for screenings except when
community levels are high, when there are outbreaks, or in high-risk congregate settings.
View the latest guidance about quarantining and isolation after COVID exposure in the article What to
Do if You Were Exposed to COVID-19 which was published to the CDC website on August 11, 2022.

COVID Transmission Rates
As of August 11, Prince George’s, Montgomery, Somerset, Wicomico, and Worcester Counties are
currently categorized as having HIGH levels of community transmission.

COVID-19 Vaccination Information
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The COVID-19 vaccine is available through the County’s mobile vaccination units or at the Cheverly
Health Center and Maternal/Child Health Center at Laurel, by appointment only.
Prince George’s County Health Department
Cheverly Health Center and Maternal/Child Health Center at Laurel: To schedule an appointment,
individuals should visit the vaccination appointment website.
Mobile Vaccination Units:
The County’s mobile vaccination units are typically reserved for homebound residents and other highrisk residents who require assistance in getting access to the vaccine. Individuals who are interested
in the mobile vaccination units should call PGC311 and press # for assistance.
Additional Non-County Operated Sites
Please use the Vaccine Locator to find additional vaccination sites operated by pharmacies, hospitals,
and other healthcare partners.

COVID Testing Site in Bowie

The Maryland Department of Health operates a COVID-19 testing site on the campus of the Bowie
Health Center. The site offers free COVID-19 PCR testing on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 10 a.m. 4 p.m., and Saturdays, from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Appointments are not required, and there is no charge to
patients. Free at-home test kits are also available at this site while supplies last.

Testing Recommendations
The FDA is advising people to perform repeat, or serial, testing following a negative result on any athome COVID-19 antigen test, to reduce the risk an infection being missed (false negative result) and to
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help prevent people from unknowingly spreading the SARS-CoV-2 virus to others. The FDA
recommends repeat testing following a negative result whether or not a person has COVID-19
symptoms.

COVID Data

Prince George’s County COVID Vaccinations
The CDC vaccination data by county is based on the percentage of the eligible population. The CDC
counts people as being “fully vaccinated” if they received two doses on different days (regardless of
time interval) of a two-dose mRNA series or received one dose of a single-dose COVID vaccine. Source

Prince George's County
Fully Vaccinated Residents (per CDC)
as of 8/17/22
Total #
696,298
76.6%
% of Total Population
# of Age 5+
695,925
81.9%
% of Age 5+ Population
# of Age 12+
663,528
86%
% of Age 12+ Population
# of Age 18+
608,537
% of Age 18+ Population
85.9%
# of Age 65+
122,321
95%
% of Age 65 + Population
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Are You Up to Date on Your Immunizations?
August is recognized as National Immunization Awareness Month to promote the importance of
immunizations at all life stages. Vaccinations protect against severe illnesses and complications of
vaccine-preventable diseases. Such illnesses include measles, polio, hepatitis, meningococcal
meningitis—and now, COVID-19.
Vaccinations are so vital that the CDC offers immunization schedules to help you understand if you or
other loved ones are up to date on vaccinations:
•
•
•
•

Infants and children (birth to age 6)
Preteens and teens (ages 7 to 18)
Adults (ages 19 and older)
Pregnant women (before, during, and after pregnancy)

Talk to your doctor for more information on vaccines or to learn more about which ones you may
need.

Immunization Clinics
Prince George’s County Public Schools (PGCPS), in collaboration with the County Health Department
and the Maryland Partnership for Prevention, will host a series of free immunization clinics from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m.at select school locations to assist families with meeting immunization requirements. Please
note that families must register online for an appointment.
LOCATIONS AND DATES
Oxon Hill High School (August 15-17)
6701 Leyte Drive | Oxon Hill
Fairmont Heights High School (August 18 & 19)
6501 Columbia Park Road | Landover
Northwestern High School (August 22, 24 & 26)
7000 Adelphi Road | Hyattsville
*The County Health Department has additional dates and times daily. Register now by clicking here.
Visit the PGCPS website here for more information.
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