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Bowie News
Weed Warrior Workdays
Do you need to earn Student Service Learning hours? The Green Team’s Weed Warriors work group
needs volunteers to help remove English Ivy, an invasive species, from Whitemarsh Park. Fall cleanup
days will take place on Saturday, September 10, October 1 and October 15 from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Register now by contacting Sustainability Manager Ashleigh Diaz at adiaz@cityofbowie.org or by
calling 301-809-3044. Be sure to register in advance, as these events are limited to just 30 participants
each. Please note: participants must be over the age of 14. Volunteers under the age of 16 are not
permitted to use large hand tools but will be allowed use smaller tools and assist with weeding.

Bowie Master Plan Sectional Map Amendment Released
The 2022 Approved Bowie-Mitchellville and Vicinity Master Plan is a guiding document created by the
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission through public engagement to address
future development in the City of Bowie and surrounding communities. The next phase in the process
is to approve the Sectional Map Amendment (SMA), which applies zones specified in the
Comprehensive Zoning Chapter of the Master Plan to properties in the plan area. For further
information on the plan and the process of updating the plan, see the M-NCPPC project website.
The City's public hearings will be held by the Bowie Advisory Planning Board on September 13 at 7
p.m. and City Council on September 19, at 8 p.m. Both City hearings will be in-person at Bowie City
Hall. A hybrid joint public hearing on the SMA will be held by the Prince George's County District
Council and Planning Board on September 27 at 5 p.m. (view public hearing notice). Learn more
about the Bowie-Mitchellville and Vicinity Master Plan on our website.

Rustic Woods
On Monday, August 29, City staff held a community informational meeting for residents of the
Rockledge area on the proposed County Water and Sewer Plan amendment for the former Montessori
school property, now known as Rustic Woods.
The following steps are required for project approval:
1. Amendment of Water and Sewer Plan by the Prince George’s County Council
2. City Council approval of a City water service category change and annexation
3. Approval of Preliminary Plan of subdivision
Because the proposal will involve upgrading the existing water service, City Council approval is
ultimately required. City water service to the entire property would also require annexation and a City
service category change since the property is not completely in the City.
At the meeting, some of the comments/concerns raised at the meeting were:
• Potential impacts on schools, local roads and water system infrastructure in the area
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Potential construction impacts such as truck traffic, dirt and noise
The need to address existing speeding and safety problems on Rustic Hill Drive
The loss of trees, green space and character; the need for nature and wildlife preservation
The desire to find other uses for the property
Replacement of pristine views with new homes and the need for a visual buffer
Diminution of property values; the need for a separate access to MD 197
The desire for public acquisition of the property.

A video recording of the meeting can be found on the City’s YouTube channel at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=kSkUdwh294c. A public hearing on Rustic Woods will be held at the
upcoming City Council Meeting on Monday, October 3.

Hispanic Heritage Month
Hispanic Heritage Month celebrates the history, culture, and contributions of American residents with
roots from Spain, Mexico the Caribbean, Central and South America. This year’s celebration runs from
September 15 - October 15, with the theme “Unidos: Inclusivity for a Stronger Nation”.
Visit www.cityofbowie.org/hispanicheritage to read biographies, find book recommendations, see a
list of local events, and explore additional educational resources about this month-long recognition.

National Senior Center Month Open House
These past few years have shown the entire nation how vital senior centers are to the health and wellbeing of a community. This Thursday, September 15 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., stop by the Senior Center
for a tour of Bowie’s dynamic senior facility. At 12:30 p.m., take part in a musical celebration with DJ
C-Well.
Learn more about the many senior services and programs offered. The Center has been transformed
by the pandemic and now provides virtual classes as well as in-person classes. It continues to offer
countless opportunities that promote health and well-being through social, emotional, physical,
environmental, intellectual, vocational, and spiritual engagement.

3

Family Fun Night: Zumba & “Happy Feet”
Stop by Allen Pond Park on Friday, September 16 from 7 – 10 p.m. for a fun-filled evening of exercise
and a movie. Start the evening off with a family-friendly Zumba class led by certified instructor, Ms.
Cindi. This light workout is suitable for all ages and skill levels.
Once the sun is down it’s time to settle in and cozy up for “Happy Feet”, a movie about a funky,
dancing penguin. This movie just might have you up and dancing while also learning about the
importance of protecting our environment, specifically the Arctic. Please feel free to bring snacks and
drinks, bug spray, and a blanket or chairs.
Questions? Contact Ashleigh Diaz, Sustainability Manager, at adiaz@cityofbowie.org or 301-809-3044.

After The Storms: A Pollinator Plant Frenzy!
Are you looking to pick your gardening back up now that the summer heat is beginning to subside?
Maybe you lost a tree in the recent storms? Learn from the pros about how to plant and care for native
or pollinator-friendly plants, shrubs, and trees. Native plants are adapted to our area, climate, and
soils and often require less maintenance and less watering. Many are drought tolerant or attract the
beautiful pollinators we all love to see.
This workshop will take place on Saturday, September 17 from 10 a.m. to noon at the Kenhill Center
and will have guest speakers, demos, a Q&A session, and plants to be given away. There's no need to
register - just show up (and bring a friend)! Email adiaz@cityofbowie.org with questions.
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Community Outreach Committee Grant Clinic
Community Outreach grants are awarded in areas of social/human services, senior citizens, youth and
mental health. Individuals, groups, and/or organizations that provide services to assist underserved
residents of the incorporated City of Bowie are also encouraged to apply.
This year $15,000 is available to be awarded to successful applicants through a competitive selection
process. The maximum amount that will be awarded for any grant is $5,000. Although applicants need
not live within the municipal limits of Bowie, the grant program for which they are seeking funds must
directly benefit City of Bowie residents.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all applicants must follow local, county and state orders and provide
details as to how your project could be executed virtually. The deadline to apply for a Community
Outreach Grant is September 19 at 5 p.m.

Bowie Restaurant Reimbursement Grants Are Back!
The Bowie Restaurant Reimbursement Grant is a grant program created by the City Council to assist
small restaurant businesses with establishing and operating outdoor dining. Businesses with a
physical establishment in the City of Bowie may be eligible to receive a one-time reimbursement of up
to $2,500. Purchases must be made between April 1 and December 30, 2022. The program has $7,500
in remaining funds to distribute. Grants are limited to one award per business entity.
Visit the program webpage to read the eligibility criteria and to download the grant application. The
application deadline is December 16, 2022. Questions? Contact the Economic Development Director
at jhking@cityofbowie.org.

The Bowie Police Department is Hiring
Noble, passionate, exemplary, committed. Do these words describe someone you know? The Bowie
Police Department offers a $500 referral incentive to anyone who refers a candidate to the agency and
that person is eventually hired. Refer a candidate and $500 could be yours! For more information,
visit: https://www.cityofbowie.org/BPDjobs.
The Bowie Police Department encourages individuals to apply to join their team of challenge-takers
and difference-makers. The agency offers up to $9,000 signing bonus for new hires.
Chief John Nesky says, “Now more than ever, it is vital for the Bowie community to be part of the
process of shaping the way it is served. To encourage that involvement, we are offering a $500
incentive to anyone (yes, anyone!) who refers a successful police candidate to us."
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Senior Program: Artists of the Month: Elaine Rosenberg
Abstract Expressionist, Elaine Rosenberg, is thrilled to share her art with Senior Center patrons during
the months of September and October. Her artwork has a playful style with a range of vitality. Elaine
enjoys taking art classes at the Center and has exhibited here in the past. She welcomes you to enjoy
the show.

Virtual Public Hearing on Block Grant Programs – September 28
The City of Bowie receives Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding on an annual basis
from the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to support a variety of on-going
programs for City residents. Each year, the City of Bowie Office of Grant Development and
Administration produces a Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER) on the
outcomes and achievements of the City’s CDBG programs. The findings of this report will be presented
to the public via a virtual hearing at 7 p.m. on September 28. Interested members of the public should
attend this meeting to ask questions about the CDBG program achievements and the City’s grant
funded programs. These programs include the Single-Family Home Rehabilitation Grants, the
Workforce Development Program, Fair Housing education, and other activities including COVID relief
programs. To participate in the virtual meeting, visit https://bowie.fyi/bowiecaperpublichearing.
Current and past CAPER documents can be found online at www.cityofbowie.org/CAPER.

Lawn Care Equipment Rebate Program
As of July 1, 2022, the lawn mower rebate program has been expanded to now include other lawn care
equipment. Electric lawn mowers, mulching mowers, and manual mowers, will continue to be rebated
at the current rate of $50. Electric weed whackers, hedge trimmers, and leaf blowers will each be
rebated at $25. If you purchase all four tools at once, you will be eligible for a $150 rebate.
Please bring your receipt/proof of purchase and proof of residency to the Finance Department
window at City Hall, Monday - Friday between 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Purchases must be made on or after
July 1, 2022. Only residents who live within the municipal limits of the City of Bowie are eligible for
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these rebates. Only one rebate will be issued per item, per household. Please call 301-809-3044 if you
have further questions.

Old Bowie Celebrates! Festival
Mark your calendar for a day of family-friendly fun at the Old Bowie Celebrates! Festival on Saturday,
October 1, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The second annual festival is co-sponsored by Old Bowie Arts &
Heritage Committee and the City of Bowie.
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The festival features live music and dance, arts and craft vendors, street entertainers, children’s
activities, a juried art show, and more. Enjoy a variety of music, from rock to a bagpiper, on several
stages. This year, a third stage is devoted solely to international dancers and music and will feature
performers that have previously been seen at the Bowie International Festival. You can also savor
local and ethnic foods; and shop artisans and crafters. Children will find plenty to do. They can explore
a special children’s area, which includes games and more hands-on activities. As they move through
the festival, they can earn stamps on a festival “passport” and earn a prize. Children and the young at
heart can marvel at the Unicycle Lady, a balloon comedian, and magicians, and ride the mini train
along Heritage Trail.
The festival spans 12th Street and Chestnut Avenue to Maple Avenue on 9th Street in Old Bowie.
Festival-goers can park at Rockledge Elementary School (on MD 197) and ride a free shuttle to and
from the festival. Shuttle riders will receive a coupon for a free Chick-Fil-A sandwich while supplies
last. Limited parking is also available on the streets of Old Town Bowie.
For more information, visit www.oldbowiecelebrates.us.

No International Bowie Festival in 2022
The Bowie International Festival will NOT take place this year as it usually does on the first Saturday in
October. Instead, the City has combined forces with community members of the Old Bowie Arts &
Heritage Committee to host the Old Bowie Celebrates! Festival on October 1. World cultures and
nations will be celebrated throughout the festival in a variety of ways, including dance and musical
performances from India, the Caribbean, Native American heritage, Europe, and the Middle East.
There will also be unique food vendors and multicultural activities for the kids.
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No Cost Flu Shot Clinics at Bowie Senior Center
The Senior Center will be hosting 2 flu shot clinics for residents to get their flu shot for the year. The
first clinic will be on Thursday, September 29 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the Senior Center (14900 Health
Center Drive). There will be high dose shots available for seniors over the age of 65. Please bring your
Medicare or Insurance Card. This clinic will be conducted in partnership with Safeway.
The second clinic being offered is a drive-up clinic for ages 3 and up, which will be held on Saturday,
October 1 from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. at the Senior Center (14900 Health Center Drive). This clinic will only
offer regular dose shots, which are recommended for anyone 3 – 65 years old. Minors under the age of
18 will need a parent or guardian signature of consent. You must wear a mask to this clinic. This is a
drive-up clinic only, no walk ups. This clinic will be conducted in partnership with University of
Maryland Capital Region Health.

Pre-register for Monkeypox Vaccination
On September 1, the Maryland Department of Health released the Maryland Statewide Human
Monkeypox (MPX) Vaccination Pre-Registration System which allows Marylanders to sign up to be
notified when a Monkeypox vaccination opportunity becomes available.
Those who register through this new system will be screened for eligibility. Those who are eligible for
the vaccine will receive an email invitation to make an appointment through their local heatlh
department.
This pre-registration system is intended for residents who have meet one of the following:
• Self-identified close contact of a person with Monkeypox.
• Impacted community member with a potential Monkeypox exposure in the prior 2 weeks.
These vaccinations are free. You can find the complete press release from the State of Maryland here.

New COVID Shots
Last Friday, Governor Larry Hogan announced the authorization of new COVID-19 bivalent boosters
for local health departments, federally qualified health centers, and providers across the state. This
current booster vaccine has been specially formulated to target newer, more transmissible variants.
These boosters have recently been approved by the FDA and CDC.
Anyone who is 12 and older and has not received a primary vaccination in the last two months is
eligible for the vaccination, whether Pfizer or Moderna. The state’s GoVax Call Center continues to
offer individuals homebound vaccination options and rideshare options for individuals with
transportation access issues. Call 1-855-MDGOVAX (1-855-634-6829) to schedule a booster
appointment today. Full Press Release
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Job Openings
The City of Bowie is currently seeking candidates for several positions listed below. Full time
employees are eligible for medical, dental, vision, life and long-term care insurance, a
401(k) with employer match, and a 457 savings plan. They also have paid holidays and earn leave. Visit
www.cityofbowie.org/jobs for links to job postings.
Closing September 16
• Custodial Services Supervisor – Community Services
• Laborer: Stormwater Management – Stormwater Management
• Utility Services Worker – Public Works, Utilities Division
• Part Time Security Guard – City Manager’s Office
Closing September 23
• Code Compliance Officer/Code Compliance Officer Trainee – Community Services
• Administrative Associate – Community Services
• Part time Emergency Management Specialist – City Manager’s Office
Closing September 26
• Solid Waste Driver/Collector – Public Works, Solid Waste Division
Closing September 30
• Part time Ice Arena Attendant – Community Services
Closing October 7
• Wastewater Operator Trainee/Wastewater Operator – Public Works Department
Open until filled
• Entry Level Police Officer – Police Department
• Communications Specialist II – Police Department
• Part time Bus Driver – Community Services
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•

Part time Theater Technician – Community Services

Visit http://www.cityofbowie.org/jobs for details or to apply.

Calendar of Upcoming Events
Friday, September 9
• Kid’s Kaboose at Bowie Railroad Museum | 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, September 10
• Weed Warrior Workday | 9 a.m.
• September 11 Day of Service | Times Vary
Sunday, September 11
• Bowie Farmers’ Market | 8 a.m.
• September 11 Day of Service | Times Vary
Monday, September 12
• Special City Council Meeting | 5:20 p.m.
Tuesday, September 13
• Senior Program: AARP Driver Safety Course | 10:00 a.m.
• Bowie Advisory Planning Board – Sectional Map Amendment Public Hearing | 7 p.m.
Thursday, September 15
• Senior Program: Bowie Senior Center Open House | 10 a.m.
• Senior Program: Artist of the Month – Elaine Rosenberg | 1 p.m.
Friday, September 16
• Family Fun Night – Zumba & “Happy Feet” Movie Night | 7 p.m.
• Wine and Design at Belair Mansion: Autumnal Centerpiece | 7 p.m.
Saturday, September 17
• After the Storms: Plant & Care for Native Plants | 10 a.m.
Sunday, September 18
• Bowie Farmers’ Market | 8 a.m.
Monday, September 19
• Community Outreach Grant Application Due | 5 p.m.
• Regular City Council Meeting | 8 p.m.
Tuesday, September 20
• Senior Program: Fashion Show from the Closet | 12:30 p.m.
Thursday, September 22
• Senior Program: Workshop for Widowed Persons | 2 p.m.
Friday, September 23
• Senior Program: Falls Prevention Course | 10 a.m.
Visit www.cityofbowie.org/calendar for details about other upcoming events sponsored by the City.
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COVID CORNER

CDC Updates Guidance for Schools
It’s back to school time. Here is some guidance from the CDC about COVID safety at school:
Stay home when you’re sick. Whether it’s COVID-19 or not, staying home lowers the risk of
spreading infections to other people.
Get tested. Test immediately if you have COVID-19 symptoms. If you test positive, follow
recommendations for isolation. If you were exposed to COVID-19 and do not have symptoms,
wait at least 5 full days after your exposure before testing. If you test negative—and you used
an at-home test —see FDA instructions on repeat testing.
Mask up. Staff and students should wear masks indoors if their COVID-19 Community Level is
high, if they have been exposed to COVID-19, or if they are returning from isolation. To check
your COVID-19 Community Level, visit COVID Data Tracker.
Practice good hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette. Students should learn proper
handwashing and to cover coughs and sneezes.
Optimize ventilation, especially in places with high COVID-19 Community Levels. Effective
ventilation and air filtration are important parts of COVID-19 prevention.
Schools are safer when students and staff are up to date on their vaccinations. All children ages 6
months and older are eligible for COVID-19 vaccines, and children 5 years and older are eligible for
boosters. Children have been less affected by COVID-19 compared with adults, but they can get sick
with COVID-19 and can spread it to others around them. Keeping all children healthy and safe is the
key to getting this school year off to a great start. Learn more about the new school guidance: Giving
Every School the Tools to Prevent COVID-19 Spread and Stay Safely Open All Year Long
*Some students might need additional protections in the classroom—including those who are
immunocompromised, with complex medical conditions, or with certain disabilities that can put them
at higher risk of severe outcomes from COVID-19. Learn more about actions you can take to protect
yourself and others. View the latest guidance about quarantining and isolation after COVID exposure
in the article What to Do if You Were Exposed to COVID-19 which was published on August 11, 2022.

12

COVID-19 Vaccination Information
Please use the Vaccine Locator to find additional vaccination sites operated by pharmacies, hospitals,
and other healthcare partners.

COVID Data

Prince George’s County COVID Vaccinations
The CDC vaccination data by county is based on the percentage of the eligible population. The CDC
counts people as being “fully vaccinated” if they received two doses on different days (regardless of
time interval) of a two-dose mRNA series or received one dose of a single-dose COVID vaccine. Source

Prince George's County
Fully Vaccinated Residents (per CDC)
as of 9/8/22
Total #
699,406
% of Total Population
76.9%
# of Age 5+
698,747
% of Age 5+ Population
82.2%
# of Age 12+
665,411
% of Age 12+ Population
86.2%
# of Age 18+
610,064
% of Age 18+ Population
86.2%
# of Age 65+
122,565
% of Age 65 + Population
95%
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