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Mission: The mission of the City of Bowie Museums is to preserve, collect, interpret and celebrate for the public’s appreciation the history,
architecture, city plans, and people of Bowie, Maryland, through education and exhibition, archaeology and advocacy of this diverse heritage.

A Stunning New Acquisition!
The original Ogle family objects in the City of Bowie
Museums’ collection speak to their taste for fine furniture in the latest styles. This past May , we were pleased
to acquire yet another piece of the family puzzle, a circa1820 bedstead purchased from direct descendants of
Benjamin Ogle (1749-1809).
Boldly-turned posts featuring rings and bulbous drops
above octagonal bases closely relate to signed pieces
made in Baltimore in the second quarter of the nineteenth century. This piece, among other Empire-style
furniture in the collection, also serves to flesh out our
understanding of the Ogle’s purchasing practices in the
twilight of their wealth and social standing.
Research continues to find the period-correct
mattressing, bedding, and curtains to enliven Rosalie’s
Bedroom in the Belair Mansion.

The Road to Yorktown
Soldiers from the 4th Coy.,
Brigade of Guards participate in Belair Mansion’s
Annual Reenactment recalling Rochambeau’s march
through Bowie in 1781.

We Are So Cool!
Well, we know Bowie’s history is really cool, and that we
have really cool sites to visit, but we are now able to report now that we are REALLY cool!
Our new HVAC system is finished except for some minor adjustments—and is working quite nicely. We had
very little impact on our summer visitors, and virtually
no impact on the house itself. We owe a round of very
loud applause to the City’s Capital Projects Manager,
Matt Reno, for guiding this project to a successful (and
nearly painless for us!) conclusion.

HO, HO, HOLIDAYS
Bedstead, circa 1820
Maker: Unknown Made: Baltimore, MD
Mahogany, mahogany veneer, pine, iron,
brass
Purchase, 2012.003.004

Before we know it, we’ll be celebrating another Bowie
Holiday Season. We’ll be sending out our holiday calendar before long...but if decorating is your bag, please join
us on Nov. 26, from 9:30-3:30. Our traditional chili will
be served at lunch time. Call Pam—301-809-3089 or
email: pwilliams@cityofbowie.org

Page 2

Musings

Special Wishes for Someone Special
We don’t ordinarily
mention special personal events in this
newsletter, but this August marked Historian
and “Forever Friend of
Belair” Shirley Baltz’s
90th birthday! Shirley’s
contributions to both
Bowie and Maryland
history are legendary.
Her friendship and leadership were one of the
prime “motivators” toward the restoration of
Shirley Baltz celebrates her 90th Belair Mansion. Her
birthday in August. Many
friendship and leaderthanks to Susan Pearl for sharship continue still—
ing the photo with us.
from Hammonton, NJ.
She continues to share her knowledge and support
with us “long distance.” Happy Birthday,
Shirley...and MANY MANY more!

Coming Soon to a Website Near You….
As many of you already know, the City of Bowie has
launched a beautiful new “user friendly” website.
For some time, there has been discussion about a
“Constant Contact” type news and notes program
issued by the City Museums staff.
The new website, in the future, will enable us to publish just such a “news flash” for our programs and
lectures on a weekly or monthly basis. Additionally,
the website offers users a “notify me” system to alert
interested parties about events and programs at our
historic sites as soon as we post them on the site.
Sign up to keep up to date on our programs.
Just as with the purchase of a new (tech loaded!!!)
automobile, we’re still in the process assimilating
everything the new website can do for us. If you
haven’t already checked it out—please do! It’s
great—and we’ll let you know when all our bells and
whistles are in place and ready to roll! Check us out:

www.cityofbowie.org/museum

.Games People Play
In our modern world, our youngsters spend some of their
leisure time with hand held devices, or staring at computer
screens, or jumping around with Wi games. We’re just in a
different place! Long ago, adults no doubt bemoaned the
games children played as well—and probably much like the
adults of today– snuck a chance to try those games themselves!
One popular game was
Teetotum,” also called
“Spinner.” The teetotum
was a form of top, having
usually 4, 6, 8, or 12 sides
marked with distinctive
symbols. A teetotum was
used mostly for playing
gambling games, and also
served in place of dice.
The six-sided teetotum was known to the ancient Greeks
and Romans. A common gambling game with a teetotum
was “Put and Take,” in which the various sides have symbols instructing the players to either put money in the pot or
take from a pot.
A four-sided form of teetotum is the still-popular dreidel,
which is marked with the Hebrew letters nun, gimel, hey, and
shin and is used by Jewish children to play a game during
Hanukah— small coins, nuts, raisins, or pieces of chocolate
are used as tokens or chips. The letters form the initials of
the message “Nes gadol hayah sham” (“A great miracle happened there”). According to the Talmud, the miracle occurred when the Maccabees recaptured the Temple in Jerusalem in 165 BC. Despite a very small supply of oil, the
lamps are said to have continued burning for eight days until
new supplies arrived.
As we prepare to celebrate a now-diverse holiday season in
our modern world, it’s always fun to see how cultures and
celebrations overlap. Holidays from
every culture, regardless of religion,
for example, use
light as a means of
celebration. Be it a
candle or a menorah, light still signals celebration and
joy.
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Trainspotting at the Railroad Museum
Rail traffic along AMTRAK’s Northeast Corridor races
past our Railroad Museum every day. Trainspotting is
a popular pastime for rail fans young and old.
The Sunday after Thanksgiving (Nov. 25 this year) is
acknowledged as AMTRAK’s busiest day of the year.
Heavy train travel as the holiday weekend closes with
folks hurrying home results in the use of different
equipment than the normal Metroliner or Acela cars
that fly by on ordinary days.
Bring a chair, sit back and watch/spot the trains. You
can also enjoy a kick off for the holiday season—Santa
will be visiting the Welcome Center from Noon-4:00
p.m. and will, we are advised, be accepting letters and
hints for holiday gifts! The NTrack Modellers will
have a train layout set up in the caboose from 10-4.
Make a day of it—trainspot, enjoy lunch in one of Old
Bowie’s restaurants and visit the antique stores for a
unique holiday gift.
Trainspotting is free, no reservations required.

Oh, Deer!
The image above is the highly recognizable dwelling
house, not terribly far from Belair/Bowie, of a famous
American! The painting was done by American artist
Edward Savage, around 1794. If you look closely, you’ll
see two deer grazing on Mt. Vernon’s turf.
In 1789 Jedidiah Morse, an early American geographer,
commented on “a o-deer, and American wild-deer are
seen through the thickets…”
Another visitor commented, in 1794, “The ground in the
rear of the house is also laid out in a lawn...towards the
water, in a deer park.”

Tall Trainspotters who have hopefully been well behaved all year, are welcome to leave
“wish lists” with Santa, as well!

Another Old Friend Sadly Lost

Why should George’s deer matter to us? Because the animals included in Mr. Savage’s may have come from Belair!
After earlier correspondence with his friend Benjamin
Ogle regarding the “export” of deer from Belair’s deer
park to Mt. Vernon, Washington wrote to George William
Fairfax in the spring of 1785: “Mr. Ogle of Maryland has
been so obliging as to present me six fawns from his park
at Bellair.”

While the Mansion’s ancient tulip trees made it
through the summer’s “derecho” unscathed, we were
At the time of the 1761 “sale” of Belair, as part of the esnot so fortunate in the nasty storm of late August.
Extremely strong winds took down one side of one of tate of Benjamin Tasker, the Pennsylvania Gazette advertisement noted that the 2200 acre plantation included a
our ancient tulip trees.
100 acre deer park “well inclosed and stocked with EngPlanted by Col. Benj. Tasker in the early 1760’s, the
lish Deer.”
“Tulip Grove” has witnessed nearly the entire history
of the Mansion. Because of its close proximity to the We have no idea, beyond the size of the park itself, how
street, and its unstable condition (considerable internal many deer populated our deerpark...Ogle sent GW 6
rot) the tree will have to be removed.
fawns, so one might assume it was a good sized herd.
This decision was not taken lightly-there is an issue of When you’re out driving in the local area—be watchful.
public safety at hand. The tree will eventually be re- Those deer along the road COULD be our descendants!
placed by our hardworking Parks & Grounds staff.
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CALENDAR

Belair Mansion
Monday, Oct. 8 Noon-1:30 pm
Brown Bag Lunch Lecture
“Putting Your Best Foot Forward:
Proper 18th Century Dress”
Free No Reservations
Belair Mansion
Tuesday, Oct. 9 7:30 pm
Second Tuesday Lecture
“Spiritualism in 19th C America”
Free No Reservations
Bowie Railroad Museum
October 16 10:30-Noon
Kids Kaboose
Railroad Fun for ages 1-10
301-575-2488 Free No Reservations
Belair Mansion
Annual History Lecture Day
Monday, Nov. 5 9:00 am-4:00 pm
Maryland in The Civil War
Reservations—$60 per person
(Includes Lunch)
Belair Mansion
Tuesday, Nov. 13 7:30 pm
Second Tuesday Lecture
“Tomb Of the Unknowns”
301-809-3089 Free No Reservations

Bowie Railroad Museum
Tuesday, Nov. 20 10:30-Noon
Kids Kaboose
Railroad Fun for ages 1-10
301-575-2488 Free No Reservations

Hours: Free Admission
Belair Mansion, 301-809-3089
12207 Tulip Grove Drive
Tuesday - Sunday, Noon to 4 p.m.
Belair Stable, 301-809-3089
2835 Belair Drive
Tuesday - Sunday, Noon to 4 p.m.




Belair Mansion
Sat., Nov. 24 11:00 am/4:00 pm
Bowie Welcome Center, 301-575-2488
Taste of the Past
8606 Chestnut Avenue
Sample heritage desserts!
Tuesday - Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
301-809-3089 Free No Reservations
Bowie RR Station, 301-809-3089
Bowie Railroad Museum
8614 Chestnut Avenue
Trainspotting Day with Santa!
Tuesday - Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
10:00 am—4:00 pm
301-575-2488 Free No reservations Nat’l. Capital Radio & TV Museum
www.radiohistory.org 301-390-1020
Belair Mansion
2608 Mitchellville Road
Help Deck the Halls!
Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday &
Monday, Nov. 26
Sunday, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
9:30am-3:30 pm
Prince George’s Co. Genealogical
Help bedeck the Mansion. Call to
Society Library, 301-262-2063
let us know you’re coming!
www.rootsweb.com/~mdpgcgs
301-809-3089
Don’t miss our Holiday Teas, Candlelight tours 12219 Tulip Grove Drive
Please call 301-262-2063 for open hours or
& Treelighting and children’s programs—
check the website, watch for the flyer!
appointments for research.
Email for all events:
museumevents@cityofbowie.org

City of Bowie Museums
12207 Tulip Grove Drive
Bowie, Maryland 20715
301-809-3089 fax 301-809-2308
email: museumevents@cityofbowie.org
www.cityofbowie.org/museum
TTY/TDD 301-262-5013 or MD Relay System 800-735-2258
This material is available in alternate formats. Call 301-809-3089



The City of Bowie welcomes the participation in City sponsored activities and programs of individuals with disabilities. Please contact the City at
least two weeks in advance of the date on which the activity will either begin or
be held to request an accommodation.
Bowie City Council
G. Frederick Robinson, Mayor
Diane Polangin, Mayor Pro Tem
Dennis Brady, Councilmember
Henri Gardner, Councilmember
James L. Marcos, Councilmember
Isaac Trouth, Councilmember
Todd M. Turner, Councilmember
Staff
Pamela L. Williams, Manager—Historic Properties/Museums
Samantha H. Dorsey, Museums Curator
Russell E. Davies, Stable Facilities Manager
Ruth A. Murphy, Welcome Center /RR Facilities Manager



