MEMORANDUM

TO:

City Council

FROM:

David J. Deutsch
City Manager

SUBJECT: Status Report

DATE: November 6, 2014

1. Draft Climate Action Plan Open for Public Comment
The Department of Planning and Economic Development, the Green Team Executive
Committee, and the Environmental Advisory Committee together have developed and
prepared a Draft Climate Action Plan for the City of Bowie. The plan outlines actions
that the City has taken thus far to reduce its Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions as well as
actions it will complete in order to reduce total community GHG emissions 20% by 2020,
using a 2007 baseline. The draft plan became available for public comment on
November 3, 2014 and can be viewed at www.cityofbowie.org/climateaction. Comments
must be submitted to the City's Sustainability Planner by November 26, 2014. A public
hearing has been advertised for the December 1, 2014 City Council Meeting.
2. Melford Conceptual Site Plan Hearing
The County Planning Board hearing for the Melford Conceptual Site Plan revision is
scheduled for next Thursday, November 13, 2014. The meeting begins at 10:00 a.m.
The subject application proposes to add: 2,500 residential units, including 500
townhouses, 1,000 age-restricted multifamily dwelling units, and 1,000 multifamily
dwelling units; 268,500 square feet of retail uses; and, 260,000 square feet of office space
to the existing Conceptual Site Plan, which already includes 1,294,585 square feet of
approved office/research and development uses, to create an integrated mixed-use
development. The M-NCPPC staff recommend approval of CSP-06002-01 with 23
conditions. All of City Council’s conditions are addressed in the report and its
conditions. Mayor Robinson and the City’s Planning Director will present the Council
position supporting the application. A copy of the staff report will be posted by Friday
on the M-NCPPC website under agendas. The attached link should take you there:
http://mncppc.iqm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=14&ID=1246&Inline=True.
3. Sewer Foam Injection for Root Control
The Public Works Department located a contract for sewer foam injection control
services with Baltimore City (Contract# B50002616) through Duke’s Root Control, Inc.,
upon which we will be able to piggyback. The foam injection program has been very
successful in controlling root growth inside City sewer lines and helping to prevent sewer
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backups. This year we have budgeted $65,000 for this program. We will sign a contract
and issue a purchase order to Duke’s Root Control, Inc. in an amount not to exceed
$65,000.00.
As provided in Section 62 of the City Charter, this will serve as the required seven (7)
day notice of intent to purchase.
4. City Newsletter
Please review the attached memorandum regarding the Spotlight. It addresses the Budget
Objective about different distribution methods. Your comments will be appreciated.
5. Meeting with Prince George’s County Health Department
The City’s Communications Coordinator and Emergency Management Resources
Coordinator met with the Prince George’s County Health Officer, Pamela B. Creekmur,
on Wednesday, November 5. The meeting was prompted by the recent Ebola virus cases
in the United States and how Bowie can assist the Health Department with best informing
our citizens about preventative measures involving the virus. Also in attendance were
Ronnie Gill, Director of the County’s Office of Emergency Management and his assistant
Reginald Parks.
Discussion topics included the Health Department’s communication protocols with the
Maryland State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and the Federal Centers for
Disease Control and the state quarantine process, should it become necessary. Also
discussed was how the County distributes information to its own departments and local
governments.
The City has posted updated information about the virus and prevention on our website
as well as links to appropriate outside information agencies.
The Bowie Volunteer Fire Department follows the County Fire/EMS guidelines for
disease precautions. The Bowie Police Department will attend a presentation by Pamela
Creekmur at the Prince George’s County Municipal Chiefs’ Association on November
25.
6. Planning Board Results – Maranatha Adventist Fellowship Church
The Prince George’s County Planning Board conducted a public hearing today on the
Preliminary Subdivision Plan (4-12012) for the Maranatha Adventist Fellowship Church.
(The City Council held a public hearing on this case on October 20th, recommending
approval with conditions.) At today’s hearing, Ms. Becky Sunday was in attendance and
addressed the Board, expressing her concerns about the size and location of the church,
outfalls of the stormwater management basins, and paving of the vehicular access to her
house, which is currently unpaved and provided on church property via an access
easement. In response to a City concern, the church pastor proffered church members to
provide traffic control before and after services. He noted that this is currently
occurring. Staff addressed the Board, reviewing the Council’s letter, and stressing the
need for the submission of a Limited Detailed Site Plan for the project, without success.
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At the conclusion of the public hearing, Commissioner Shoaff moved for approval of
Preliminary Subdivision Plan 4-12012, with the M-NCPPC staff-recommended
conditions, which include dedication of right-of-way for future road improvements. His
motion, seconded by Commissioner Geraldo, unanimously passed 4-0. (Commissioner
Washington was absent.)
7. Sidewalk Retrofit Work on 9th Street
We first reported to you in the August 21, 2014 Status Report that SHA was finally
moving forward on the abandoned sidewalk retrofit project planned for 9th Street in Old
Town Bowie. This project will provide improved, ADA compliant accessibility along
the main street within the Old Town Bowie revitalization district. Last week, SHA
contractors re-initiated work on the project. The project is expected to take
approximately six weeks to complete. A copy of the plan drawings is attached.
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MEMORANDUM

TO:

City Council

FROM:

David J. Deuts '

DATE:

November 6, 2014

SUBJECT:

The City Newsletter( Bowie Spotlight)

t

anager

Earlier this year during the budget review process, City Council asked staff to explore alternate means of
distributing the City newsletter, the Bowie Spotlight, to maximize the number of residents receiving City
information.

Since 2011, the City has distributed the Bowie Spotlight bi- monthly in an electronic format. In addition, 1000
copies of each issue are printed and distributed to senior housing communities, City facilities( City Hall, Kenhill
Center, Ice Area, and Senior Center), the City' s Prince George' s County Public Libraries and to residents who
request mailing( current mailing list of 248). Also note that in a City election year, a print election issue of the
Spotlight is distributed to

household. So far this fiscal

total$ 3, 728($

3, 210 in printing
and $ 518 in postage) for three issues. Originally, the City Council approved the production of the Bowie Spotlight
in an electronic format in an effort to save money, acknowledge the technological advances of the community and
each

year, newsletter costs

reduce its carbon footprint.

Prior to distributing the newsletter in a primarily electronic format, the City printed and mailed 24, 000 copies to all
residents. The budgeted amount for newsletter printing and mailing was$ 55, 068 per year.

After consideration, staff determined that placement of the City newsletter in the local newspaper, the Bowie
Blade- News, would be a suitable alternate means of distributing this information. The Blade- News is a City- specific
free newspaper delivered to all City households. It provides an ideal method of transmitting City information
especially to those without internet access. Using this means provides significant cost- savings that would allow the
City to produce monthly newsletters versus the bi- monthly print format.

The cost of placing the newsletter information as a full- page ad in the Blade- News monthly is approximately
15, 600($ 2, 600 per month) for the remainder of the fiscal year. The budget for printing the newsletter this fiscal
year is$ 23, 100, so this would be within budget.

Additionally, in January 2015, City staff will begin a regular guest column in the Bowie Blade- News concerning
topics of our choice. Staff views this as an opportunity to expand on the information provided in the one page ad.
Also, we have been invited to post news stories directly to Bowie Patch.
We recognize that no one communication tool works for all residents.

Thus, we will continue to post the Spotlight

and announcements on the City website, send out the monthly News Flash and other updates via Alert Bowie and
through Council constituent mailing lists, and post announcements on Facebook and Twitter. Additionally, City
events and programs will continue to be advertised on the government channel.
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