WELCOME
The Bowie Dog Park is provided for the
pleasure and benefit of Bowie residents
and their dogs. The one-acre park has two
fenced-in areas. The
larger area is for
general dog play. The second area is for
small dogs, puppies (older than four
months), or shy dogs not wanting to
participate in the larger dog play area.

WHERE TO FIND US
Location: 3600 Northview Drive
Bowie, MD 20716
Next to Northview Elementary School,
across from Enfield Drive.

Hours:

Daily 8 a.m. to dusk

Except City of Bowie observed holidays.
Please notify a Bowie Park Ranger at
240-508-3881 if gates are locked.

Contact Information: 301-262-6200
Alternative versions of this document may be
obtained by calling 301-809-3002.

We hope you and your dog have fun and
enjoy the Bowie Dog Park.
For questions regarding rules, hours and
uses, please contact:
Bowie Animal Control
301-809-3002
www.cityofbowie.org/AnimalControl
The City is not responsible for any injury
to a pet, pet owner, custodian or visitor
to the park. The City is not responsible
for the loss or theft of or damage to any
personal property.

DOG PARK

SAFETY TIPS
Dogs can be possessive of toys. We
do not recommend you bring toys
to the park.

 Dogs are to be monitored. Owners and custodians

Do not bring your dog to the park
if he is sick or has intestinal or
external parasites, such as fleas or
ticks.

 No aggressive dogs allowed. Dogs displaying

Be sure to securely latch the gates
upon entering or leaving the dog
park. Only remove your dog’s leash
when your dog is safely inside and
the gates are closed.
Please don’t let your dog crowd the
entrance. Call your dog away from the
gate while other dogs are entering or
leaving. Hold on to your dog until the
newcomer is inside the dog park and
had a few moments to adjust.
Dog behavior depends on the age and
temperament of your dog. Dogs will
bark, snarl or even snap at each other
as part of their normal socialization.
Intercede and stop the interaction if it
appears to be escalating into a fight.
Do not enter the dog park without shoes
and proper clothing.
The safety of you, your dog and others
within the park must be your primary
concern. Be a responsible pet owner.

MORE TIPS

DOG PARK RULES
are responsible for the actions of their dog(s) while
on park property. Dogs must be accompanied and
monitored by a capable and responsible attendant.
aggression toward people or other dogs must be
immediately removed from the park. Inappropriate
behavior (excessive barking, nipping, digging)
should be humanely curbed.

 Clean up. Attendants must clean up after their
dogs. Bags and trashcans are provided for proper
disposal.

 Collars and leashes. Dogs must be leashed when
entering or exiting the park. Leashes must be kept
in hand at all times. A basic flat buckle collar or
harness is required while in the park; no pinch or
choke chains permitted.

In most cases, your dog will enjoy
running and romping in the dog park.
You must watch and listen to your
dog to determine it’s temperament. Is
he comfortable with all the dogs or
uneasy with one or two? Is he having
fun or are there situations when he is
fearful, nervous or protective? Does
he bark in fun or to let you know he is
uncomfortable?
What should you do if he is not
having a good time? For starters,
don’t pet your dog to calm him. By
doing so, you are actually rewarding
the dog for his behavior. Do give him
a time-out or a second chance to
become adjusted to the situation.
If your dog is shy or uneasy:



Start your dog out in the smaller
fenced-in area without any other
dogs. Just let him observe the
dogs on the other side of the
fence and get accustomed to the
surroundings.



Next, start with a play group of
only one or two well-socialized
dogs. Avoid other dogs that
don’t fit your dog’s personality.



Sit on a bench so your dog can
hide under it until he feels comfortable to greet other dogs. If
he becomes uneasy, he can duck
back under the bench.

 Tags required. Dogs must wear up-to-date rabies
vaccination and county pet license tags.

 Limit of two dogs per owner. No more than two
dogs per owner are allowed in the park at the same
time.

 Children. All children must be supervised. Children
under 12 years of age are strongly discouraged
from using the park.

 Humane treatment. Dogs are to be treated
humanely in accordance with the City of Bowie
Animal Control ordinance.

 No business use of park. Professional dog trainers
may not use this facility to conduct their business.

 Strictly prohibited:
NO
NO
NO
NO

dogs in heat
dogs younger than four months
food or dog treats
smoking

